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2017 PROFILE OF OLDER AMERICANS

10% of seniors 

are abused, 

neglected, and/or 

exploited 

annually

13.6% seniors

are threatened

by hunger

4.6 million live 

in poverty

34% of older 

women live 

alone

85% have at least one 

chronic condition 60% 

have at least two

23% are Minorities

9% African American

8% Hispanic

12 million seniors 

4% Asian or Pacific

12 million receive 

both Medicare and 

Medicaid benefits

Islander

Median income

$31,618 males

$18,380 females

6% of the labor

force are older

adults

1 million have 

primary 

responsibility for 

grandchildren

Sources: ACL, https://acl.gov/aging-and-disability-in-america/data-and-research/profile-older-americans; Feeding America,

https://www.feedingamerica.org/research/senior-hunger-research/senior; National Institute on Aging, https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/supporting-older-patients-chronic-conditions;

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/eligibility/medicaid-enrollees/index.html; NCEA, https://ncea.acl.gov/whatwedo/research/statistics.html#prevalence

http://www.feedingamerica.org/research/senior-hunger-research/senior;
http://www.nia.nih.gov/health/supporting-older-patients-chronic-conditions;
http://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/eligibility/medicaid-enrollees/index.html;


FUNDING FOR SENIORS 

NOT KEEPING PACE
Percent of Seniors Continues to Grow
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FUNDING FOR SENIORS 

NOT KEEPING PACE

From 1980 to 2015
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AGING SERVICES UNABLE 

TO MEET DEMAND
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AGING SERVICES UNABLE 

TO MEET DEMAND

If these trends continue millions will 

be eligible and few will be served.
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1980             2010            2030 1980             2010            2030 

MILLIONS OF SENIORS MILLIONS OF DOLLARS

36          57          92 236      155        ???



NUMBER OF DISABILITIES BY AGE
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DISABILITIES BY TYPE Age 65+
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MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE TO 

HELP SENIORS STAY HEALTHY
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(w/ $8.76 billion attributed to Medicaid)



MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE TO 

HELP SENIORS STAY HEALTHY
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An AARP study reports that 

senior hunger attributes $130 

billion in avoidable health care 

costs.

8% of Nebraskan households with someone 

over age 60 are food insecure.



MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE TO 

HELP SENIORS STAY HEALTHY
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HOME & COMMUNITY BASED SPENDING AS A PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL 

MEDICAID LTSS SPENDING SURPASSED INSTITUTIONAL SPENDING



AGING IN PLACE IS 

COST EFFECTIVE

Annual Facility Care Costs 
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$75,190

MEDICAID

FINANCED 

NURSING 

FACILITY

$48,000

PRIVATE PAY

ASSISTED

LIVING
$100,375

PRIVATE PAY

NURSING FACILITY



AGING IN PLACE IS 

COST EFFECTIVE

Annual Home and Community Care Costs 
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$18,720-

$50,336

HOMEMAKER & 

ADULT CARE 

SERVICES

$7,570-

$26,563

HOME & 

COMMUNITY

BASED MEDICAID 

SERVICES



Medicaid HCBS Expenditures as a 

Percent of Total Medicaid LTSS
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In FY16 only 28.2% 

of people with 

disabilities and older 

Nebraskans were 

served in HCBS 

settings; compared 

to 80.4% of 

individuals with 

intellectual and 

developmental 

disabilities.



OLDER AMERICANS ACT SERVICES

Help Seniors Stay at Home
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WHO ARE CAREGIVERS?
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WHO ARE THE CAREGIVERS?
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WHERE DO CARE RECIPIENTS LIVE?
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CAREGIVER TASKS
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CAREGIVER SERVICES UNABLE TO 

MEET DEMAND
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THE GROWING VALUE 

OF CAREGIVING
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PROFILE OF CAREGIVERS IN AMERICA



For more information, please visit: www.nasuad.org

Or call us at: 202-898-2578 


