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PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 
September 26, 2025 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
The meeting of the Physician Assistant Committee was called to order at 2:02 p.m. by Nicole 
Schwensow, PA-C, Chairperson in the Husker Conference Room, of the Hampton Inn & Suites, located 
at 7343 Husker Circle, Lincoln, Nebraska 68504.  The meeting was held In-Person and by WebEx.  The 
following members answered the initial roll call: 

Nicole Schwensow, PA-C, Chairperson via WebEx 
Peter Hunt, PA-C, Vice-Chairperson 
Merle Henkenius, Secretary 
Rachel Blake, MD 

 Vacancy, MD, PA Supervisor Position 
 
Absent:  None 

     
A quorum was present, and the meeting convened.  Present from the Department were Jan Gadeken-
Harris, Health Licensing Coordinator and Vonda Apking, Program Manager; Mindy Lester, Assistant 
Attorney General; Ellie Rohr, Department Attorney and Randy Clark, Investigator with the DHHS 
Investigation Unit. 
 
Schwensow announced that there is a copy of all the public documents being reviewed at this meeting 
available in the meeting room pursuant to the Open Meetings Act. 
 
In accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1411 of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, copies of the agenda 
were e-mailed to the Committee members and other interested parties, posted on the DHHS web site at 
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx and posted on the Bulletin Board at the 
entrance to the Nebraska State Office Building on September 12, 2025. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Hunt moved, seconded by Blake, to adopt the agenda as presented. Voting aye: Blake, Henkenius, Hunt, 
and Schwensow.  Voting nay:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None. Motion carried.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Hunt moved, seconded by Henkenius to approve the meeting minutes of July 25,2025, as presented.  
Voting aye: Henkenius, Hunt and Schwensow.  Voting nay:  None.  Abstain: Blake.  Absent: None. Motion 
carried.   
 
2025 LEGISLATION UPDATES 
 
Vonda Apking shared Legislation updates that were given to the Board of Medicine and Surgery at their 
meeting on September 12, 2025, by the NMA (Nebraska Medical Association): 
 
The Governor has approved the Emergency Medical Cannabis Regulations.  The Commission will start 
accepting applications to approve establishments no later than October 1, 2025. To View the Regulations, 
go to: 
https://sos.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/regulations/Emergency%20Regs/Cannabis%20Rules%20
%26%20Regs.pdf 
 
 
 
 

https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx
https://sos.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/regulations/Emergency%20Regs/Cannabis%20Rules%20%26%20Regs.pdf
https://sos.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/regulations/Emergency%20Regs/Cannabis%20Rules%20%26%20Regs.pdf
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NMA is watching several Interim Studies, with Hearings held on October 16, 2025: 
 
LR145 - Interim study to examine the effectiveness of hyperbaric oxygen therapy - Health and Human 
Services 
 
LR 224 - Interim study to examine the effectiveness of programs addressing health-related social needs 
which are unmet adverse social conditions that contribute to poor health, including food insecurity, 
unemployment, and housing instability - Health and Human Services 
 
LR232 - Interim study to examine regulatory restrictions and opportunities in medical education in order to 
strengthen the medical workforce in rural and other underserved areas of Nebraska - Health and Human 
Services 
 
LR238 - Interim study to determine the quality of patient services at abortion clinics in Nebraska and the 
nature and quality of state oversight of those clinics - Health and Human Services 
 
NMA is helping the State apply for the funds from the Rural Health Transformation Program (RHT).  
Nebraska should receive 500 million over five years.  To learn more go to:   
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/rural-health-transformation-rht-program/rural-health-transformation-rht-
program 
 
REGULATIONS UPDATE 
 
No updates were presented. 
 
INVESTIGATIONAL REPORTS – CLOSED SESSION 
 
Henkenius moved, seconded by Hunt to go into closed session at 2:10 p.m. for the purpose of review and 
discussion of investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential information, and for the 
prevention of needless injury to the reputation of the individuals. Voting aye: Blake, Henkenius, Hunt, and 
Schwensow.  Voting nay:  None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: None. Motion carried.   
  
The Committee Members returned to Open Session at 2:16 p.m.   
 
APPLICATION(S) REVIEW – OPEN SESSION 
 
There were no applications for review for this meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
This being Nicole Schwensow’s last meeting with the PA Committee, the members and the Department 
want to Thank Nicole for her expertise and commitment to the Committee and the citizens of the State of 
Nebraska.  Nicole will be missed and we wish her all the best in her new position and endeavors.  
 
COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
The next Physician Assistant Committee meeting is scheduled November 21, 2025 @ 2:00 p.m.     
 
The projected schedule for 2025 is listed on the DHHS website:  
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cms.gov/priorities/rural-health-transformation-rht-program/rural-health-transformation-rht-program
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/rural-health-transformation-rht-program/rural-health-transformation-rht-program
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business Schwensow, Chairperson, adjourned the meeting at  
2:18 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
*signature available upon request* 
 
Merle Henkenius, Secretary 
Physician Assistant Committee 


