NEBRASKA

Good Life. Great Mission.

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Jim Pillen, Governor

NOTICE OF MEETING and AGENDA
BOARD OF OPTOMETRY

This meeting will be held in person. The public is welcome to attend any open session discussion in Kearney at the Younes Conference
Center North. This meeting will also be available to the public via WebEx using this link:

https://sonvideo.webex.com/sonvideo/j.php?MTID=m529d35c25b5208a153bf59ed2b0d7 127
Meeting ID: 2487 640 1908
Passcode: 3uPKVDyPC58

PLEASE NOTE: Members of the public who wish to join via WebEx will need to wait in the lobby while the meeting is in closed
session. We recommend that you wait until the closed session portion of the meeting has ended and the meeting has been unlocked
by the host.

AGENDA Posted: 09/09/2026

Date: 09/24/2026 1. ROLL CALL AND CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Announcement: There is a current copy of the Open Meetings Act posted on the door to the
meeting room and available at the link listed below.

Time: 8:00 a.m. 2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Location: 3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - 04/17/2026

707 Talmadge St, Kearney, 4. CLOSED SESSION (approx. 8:30 a.m.): Investigative Reports and Confidential Information

NE 68845 Purpose: to hear discussions of investigative and confidential nature, and for the
prevention of needless injury to individual reputations.

For Information Contact: 5. OPEN SESSION: (approx. 9:00 a.m.)

Jessica Dean 6. UPDATES, NEW BUSINESS, AND REPORTS:

402-471-4918 e Legislation (if applicable)

Jessica.dean@nebraska.gov e Regulations (if applicable)

e Association and Committee Updates
o Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry (ARBO) https://www.arbo.org/
= Annual report
o Nebraska Optometric Association (NOA) https://nebraska.aoa.org/
e Licensure Statistics and Reports (included with agenda)
7. PUBLIC COMMENT
8. ADJOURN (approx.10:00 a.m.)

Nebraska Open Meetings Act: 84-1407 through 84-1414 https://ago.nebraska.gov/open-meetings

All items known at the time of distribution of this agenda are listed. A current agenda is available in the lobby of the Nebraska State
Office Building and posted online at https://dhhs.ne.gov/Licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx. If auxiliary aids or reasonable
accommodations are needed for attendance at a meeting, please call (402) 471-4918 (voice) or email Jessica.Dean@nebraska.gov.
For people with hearing impairments, please call the Nebraska Relay System at 711 (TDD). Advance notice of 7 days is needed when
requesting an interpreter.

2026 Meeting Dates
04/17/2026
09/24/2026

Helping People Live Befter Lives
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Agenda Item 3
These minutes have not been approved by the Board

MINUTES OF THE MEETING
Board of Optometry
April 17, 2026

1. ROLL CALL

The meeting of the Board of Optometry was called to order by Creston Myers OD, Chair, at 2:06 p.m. in the Lower Level Morrill Conference
Room, Nebraska State Office Building, 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, NE. In accordance with §84-1411 of the Nebraska Open Meetings
Act, copies of the agenda were 1) emailed to the Board members and other interested parties, 2) posted on the DHHS web site at
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx, and 3) posted on the bulletin board in the Nebraska State Office Building
Lobby on April 3, 2026.

The following members answered roll call:
Members Present:

Jeremy Baumfalk, OD, Secretary

Creston Myers OD, Chair — via Webex
Scott Stocking, Public Member

Christopher Wolfe OD, Vice Chair

Staff and Others Present:

Maiya Baumann, Program Manager
Jessica Dean, Health Licensing Coordinator
T.J. O'Neill, Assistant Attorney General

Ellie Rohr, DHHS Department Legal

Tyler Walvoord, DHHS Department Legal

A quorum was present, and the meeting convened.

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOTION: Wolfe moved, seconded by Stocking, to approve the agenda for the meeting. A voice vote was taken. Voting yes: Baumfalk,
Myers, Stocking, and Wolfe. Motion carried.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — SEPTEMBER 10, 2025

MOTION: Wolfe moved, seconded by Baumfalk, to approve the minutes with revisions. A voice vote was taken. Voting yes: Baumfalk, Myers,
Stocking and Wolfe. Motion carried.

4. UPDATES
a. Legislation

Baumann reported that the legislative session was ending. There were no bills introduced during this session that directly affected Optometry.
She mentioned that LB 961, relating to collateral sanctions, was still in committee. She encouraged the board to notify her in the future if there
are bills introduced that they would like staff to track and report on to the board. Myers mentioned that LB 987, a bill related to Vision Benefit
Managers, had been sponsored by the Nebraska Optometric Association (NOA); it did not move out of committee during this year’s session.

b. Regulations

Baumann said that due to the passage of LB 29 during the 2025 session, all regulations are required to be reviewed by the Department every
five years. Licensure staff will notify the board via meeting agenda when it is time for the review. Walvoord noted that, during each review of
the regulations for a given profession, if the board determines that certain sections need to be updated, the entire document is open for review
and can be updated. Rohr noted that the review process does not mean that the regulations have to be updated, but if the regulations are
opened upon review, the normal process will be followed, including scheduling hearings and soliciting public comments. Walvoord noted that
if board members notice anything that needs to be updated during the next review, it would be helpful to notify Licensure staff so that they can
keep track of the updates which will be needed during the next review.

c. Association Updates

i. Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry (ARBO) https://www.arbo.org/
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1. Annual report
Baumann said that the annual report for ARBO is due May 11th. She is working on the report and will forward it to Myers for review
prior to submission.

2. The annual meeting of ARBO is scheduled for June 13th and 14th in Phoenix, AZ. The theme is “Clear Vision in the Desert:
Navigating Today’s Regulatory Challenges.” The board members will review their schedules to determine which board member will
be able to attend. Once that is determined, an email ballot can be sent to board members to approve funding for attendance at the
meeting. ARBO also offers travel scholarships for meeting costs. Baumann reminded board members that documentation of
expenses needs to be submitted to the Department prior to the trip in order to be approved.

ii. Nebraska Optometric Association (NOA) https://nebraska.aoa.org/

No updates.

d. Licensure statistics (attached to agenda)

e. Examination

Baumann noted that there is a new website for the National Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO) examination portal. She will keep the
board updated if there is anything to report.

5. ANNUAL BUSINESS

a. Election of Officers

MOTION: Wolfe moved, seconded by Stocking, to retain the current slate of officers except that Wolfe will be nominated for Vice
Chair to replace retired board member Linda Heiden. Myers will be Chair, Wolfe will be Vice Chair, Baumfalk will be Secretary, and
Myers will be Investigative Consultant. A voice vote was taken. Voting yes: Baumfalk, Myers, Stocking, and Wolfe. Motion carried.

b. Approval of Method of Noticing Meeting Agendas

MOTION: Wolfe moved, seconded by Baumfalk, to continue the current methods of

noticing for board meetings. Meeting agendas are distributed to board members and other interested parties via email, posted to
the Department’s public website, and posted in the lobby of the Nebraska State Office Building. A voice vote was taken. Voting
yes: Baumfalk, Myers, Stocking, and Wolfe. Motion carried.

5. NEXT MEETING

It was tentatively decided to schedule the next board meeting to occur September 24th in Kearney to coordinate with the annual meeting of
the Nebraska Optometric Association. If that date is not feasible, the next meeting will occur on Friday, October 9th, in Lincoln.

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were no public comments.

7. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:05 p.m.

Summarized by:

Jessica Dean, Licensure Unit
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Agenda Item 6

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES it
DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH, LICENSURE UNIT

SUMMARY COUNT OF LICENSES BY LICENSE STATUS

Optometry
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