
 

NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

DRAFT MINUTES – September 15, 2025 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL.  David Reese, Board of Health Chair, called a regular 
meeting of the State Board of Health to order at 1:15 PM on September 15, 2025, at the 
Lincoln-Donlan Conference Center at Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital, 5401 South Street 
in Lincoln. Copies of the agenda were mailed electronically to board members and other 
interested parties prior to the meeting and posted on the Health and Human Services 
website and bulletin board. The following members were present: Mark Bertch, DPT; 
Russell Crotty, OD; Staci Hubert, PharmD; Brett Lindau, DO; Connie Petersen, PhD; David 
Reese, MHA; Dan Rosenthal; Kenneth Tusha, DDS; Doug Vander Broek, DC; Dan Vehle; 
Jeffrey Wienke, Jr, DPM. Members not in attendance: Jaime Dodge, MD; Patricia Kucera, 
RN; and Kimberly Stuhmer, RN, MT. Quorum was met.  
Staff and others in attendance: Monica Gissler Webb, Maggie Mills, Caryn Vincent.  
A copy of the Open Meetings Act is available in the meeting room.  
   
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT MINUTES.  Mr. Reese 
asked if there were any changes to the agenda for the meeting today. Dr. Crotty made a 
motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Dr. Bertch; voting yes: 11 (Bertch, Crotty, 
Hubert, Lindau, Petersen, Reese, Rosenthal, Tusha, Vander Broek, Vehle; Wienke); voting 
no: 0; not voting: 0. Motion carried. Dr. Crotty made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
June 16, 2025 meeting, seconded by Mr. Vehle. Dr. Tusha suggested one grammatical 
correction. Voting yes: 11 (Bertch, Crotty, Hubert, Lindau, Petersen, Reese, Rosenthal, 
Tusha, Vander Broek, Vehle, Wienke); voting no: 0; not voting: 0. Motion carried.    
 
UPDATES, REPORTS 
 
Dr. Tim Tesmer, Chief Medical Officer, Division of Public Health reported.   

• DHHS is continually monitoring for updates on vaccine guidelines and recommendations 
with the hopes of having some clarity in 1-2 weeks. As of this meeting date there have 
been 1,454 measles cases nationally. The rate is still increasing, but not as rapidly as it 
was. There has only been one reported case in Nebraska.  

• The FDA has approved the COVID vaccine for individuals 65 years and over. It has also 
been approved for younger individuals who have at least one health condition that puts 
the person at risk.  Those risk factors can be found at:  
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/clinical-care/underlying-conditions.html  In the meantime, 
Dr. Tesmer recommends having open and frank conversations with your individual 
health care providers concerning you and your family members’ own personalized 
vaccine schedule. 

• Dr. Stein has reported 25 cases of West Nile. Eleven are neuro invasive.  

• The New World Screwworm has been in the news. It’s a bug that is attacking cattle.  
 

• You can visit the Chief Medical Officer’s website and click on Health Alert Network for 
timely updates. https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/CMO-Communications.aspx 

 
Licensure Unit – Lindsy Braddock, Unit Administrator, provided a written report:  
 

These minutes have not been 

approved by the Board of Health. 
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• The conversion to My License Office to Evoke is progressing with the projected 
completion date of mid-year of 2027. 
 

• Program Areas changes: 
o The new Behavioral Health program area is official. There is a new email address 

and dedicated phone number that can be found on-line on the Licensure pages. 
Maiya Baumann is the new Program Manager and was a former Administrative 
Technician issuing mental health profession licenses. 

o Consumer Services was made a program area. The email and phone numbers 
remain the same as they were when it was Behavioral Health and Consumer 
Services but can be found on-line on the Licensure pages.  

 

Board of Health Chair – Mr. Reese reported the following:      
 
1. Thank you to Madonna for hosting the Board of Health yesterday and today, and to the 

Governor for taking time to meet with us.   
 

2. Has anyone attended any professional board meetings that they would like to report on?  
 

It is important that you let staff know in advance when you plan to attend a meeting, and 
if you plan to attend the entire meeting or just a portion.  When you arrive at the meeting, 
please make a point of introducing yourself to the Board staff, and then to the full Board 
as the Board of Health liaison. This applies to both in-person and WebEx meetings.  

• Dr. Bertch attended the August 21st Board of Physical Therapy meeting. 

• Dr. Vander Broek attended the September 5th Board of Hearing Instrument 
Specialists meeting.  

 
3. Annual Committee reports will be due at the November 17th meeting.  
 
4. The election of Board of Health officers for 2026 will be conducted at the November 17th 

meeting. Let staff know if you want your name on the ballot.  
 

5. Dr. Tusha attended the Nebraska Dental Association meeting last month and reported 
that there is a new NDA Executive replacing Don Dougherty – Lisa Sypal. Mr. Reese 
asked for any other relevant updates from their professional association meetings. 

 
6. Dr. Cook has resigned from the Board. Governor Pillen is working on new appointments 

and he stated that he appreciates input from the Board on potential candidates.  
 

7. In June Lindsy Braddock announced there would be a new Licensure Unit program with 
a new program manager starting in a newly created position, and that person is Maiya 
Baumann. As a result, several professional boards shifted among the Licensure Unit 
program managers.  Monica will send out the Board Liaison document with the changes 
and request volunteers for the boards without a current Board of Health liaison.  

 
Credentialing Review – Mr. Rosenthal, Committee Chair, presented.   
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Credentialing-Review.aspx   

https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Credentialing-Review.aspx


 

• The Director’s Report for the Nurse Practitioner credentialing review is approved, and the 
review is now complete. All reports are posted on the website.  
 

• The new Credentialing Review manual and orientation materials are updated and on the 
website.  

 
Rules and Regulations Committee – Dr. Wienke, Committee Vice Chair, reported.   
 https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/DHHS-Regulations.aspx 
 
The following proposed regulations were presented for approval:    

 

• 172 NAC 94, Independent Mental Health Practitioners, Mental Health Practitioners, 

Marriage and Family Therapists, Professional Counselors, Art Therapists, and Social 

Workers. The proposed changes update chapter name; add art therapy to the 

regulations’ scope and authority; update definitions; update statutory  references; add 

acceptable electronic transcript service as a method for submitting transcripts; expand 

provisional certificate requirements for art therapists; add requirements for certified art 

therapist; set educational, examination, and supervision requirements for art therapist; 

correct punctuation and typographical errors; remove section citations, acronyms, 

redundant and unnecessary language; add clarification language; and renumber the 

regulatory chapter. 

 

A public hearing was held on June 12, 2025, no comments were received.   
 

At the Board of Mental Health Practice meeting on June 20, 2025, they did not adopt the 
proposed regulations. There was something stricken from unprofessional conduct that 
should not have been. These regulations will come back to the Board of Health.  
 
The MHP Board approved them on July 11, 2025 and the regulations are now with the 

Attorney General’s office.  

Voting yes: 10 (Bertch, Crotty, Hubert, Lindau, Petersen, Reese, Rosenthal, Tusha, 

Vehle, Wienke); voting No: 0. Not voting: 1 (Vander Broek). Motion carried.    

 

184 NAC 3 - Rules of Practice and Procedure of the Department of Health for Petitions for 
Promulgation, Amendment, or Repeal of Regulations – these regulations are proposed for 
repeal in their entirety to reduce redundancy and unnecessary regulations. A public hearing 
was held on August 11, 2025, there was one email comment received.   

 
Voting yes: 10 (Bertch, Crotty, Hubert, Lindau, Petersen, Reese, Rosenthal, Tusha, 

Vehle, Wienke); voting no: 0; not voting: 1 (Vander Broek). Motion carried.   

 

172 NAC 2 – Care of Clients with Tuberculosis. The proposed changes update definitions; 

add locations approved by the Governor or designee for treatment other than a health care 

facility; add available resources and how resources are determined for eligibility to receive 

assistance; update terminology; add clarification language; correct grammar, typographical 

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/DHHS-Regulations.aspx


 

errors, and punctuation; add acronyms; remove unnecessary language; and renumber the 

regulatory chapter. A public hearing was held on August 21, 2025, there were no comments 

received. 

 

Voting yes: 11 (Bertch, Crotty, Hubert, Lindau, Petersen, Reese, Rosenthal, Tusha, 

Vander Broek, Vehle, Wienke); voting no: 0; not voting: 0. Motion carried.    

 
Professional Boards Committee – Dr. Crotty, Committee Chair, reported. There were 38 
interviews conducted on September 14, 2025 and another 18 incumbent applications 
reviewed. There was one interview this morning. Unless noted otherwise, terms are from 
December 1, 2025 through November 30, 2030.  
 
Board of Advanced Practice Registered Nurses 
   *Gina Crudden was reappointed as the APRN-CNS member through June 30, 2026.  
 
Board of Alcohol and Drug Counseling   
 *Victor Gering was reappointed as an ADC only member through June 30, 2026. 
 *Brian Bierschenk was reappointed as public member through June 30, 2026.   
 
Board of Athletic Training 

Denise Marshall, MA, ATC, LAT was appointed as an AT member.   
 

Board of Audiology and Speech Language Pathology 
 Melissa Bradley-Potter, MA, CCC-SLP was appointed as the Speech Language 

Pathologist.  
 Noel Griffith, AuD was appointed as the Audiologist member.  
 
Board of Chiropractic 
 Bradley Stauffer, DC was appointed as a Chiropractor member.   
 
Board of Cosmetology 

Samantha Bain was appointed for the partial term through November 30, 2028. 
*Ruth Lucas was reappointed as a Cosmetology Instructor member.   

 *Matt Bavougian was reappointed as a Body Artist member.   
 
Dentistry 
 Amy Killeen, DDS, MS was appointed as a Dental School Faculty member.  
 David Verbik, DDS was appointed as a Dentist member. 
   
Board of Funeral Directing and Embalming 
 Jamie Dolan was appointed as the Funeral Director and Embalmer.     
 *Amy Blinston was reappointed as a Public member. 
 
Board of Medical Nutrition Therapy 
 * Shannon Frink, MS, RDN, LMNT was reappointed as a Licensed Dietary Nutritionist 

member. 
 



 

Board of Medical Radiography 
 *Randy Prouty, RRT was reappointed as a Medical Radiographer member.   
 
Board of Medicine and Surgery 

*Rachel Blake, MD was reappointed as a Physician member.   
Jeffrey Howorth was appointed as public member. 
 

Board of Mental Health Practice 
 *Sara Batter, LICSW, LADC was reappointed as a Master Social Worker member.     
 *Susan Meyerle, PhD, LIMHP, CEAP, CFLE was reappointed as an LMHP member. 
 *Jennifer McNally, LMHP was reappointed as an LMHP-only member. 
 
Board of Nursing 
 *Theresa Delahoyde, PhD, MSN, RN, CNE was reappointed as the Baccalaureate 

Degree Educator member.  
*Patricia Motl, BSN, RN was reappointed as the Staff Nurse – Community member. 
*Kandis “Candy” Lefler, LPN was reappointed as the Practical Nurse member.  
Holly Chandler, EdD, CRNA, FAANA was appointed as the APRN member.    

 
Board of Nursing Home Administration 
 Christen Sobrilsky, MSA, LNHA was appointed as the Nursing Home Administrator – 

Proprietary member.    
 *Janelle Ali-Dinar, PhD, MA/MS was reappointed as the Public member. 
  
Board of Optometry 
 *Creston Myers, OD was reappointed as an Optometrist member.  
 
Board of Pharmacy 

Amy Pohlman, PharmD, MHA was appointed to the newly created Pharmacist member 
position.    
*Charles Tomlinson, RP, PharmD was reappointed as a Pharmacist member. 

 
Board of Physical Therapy 
 *Kirk Peck, PT, PhD, CSCS, CCRT, CERP was reappointed as a Physical Therapist 

member.  
 
Board of Podiatry 

*Derek Miller, DPM was reappointed as a Podiatrist member.   
 
Board of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery 
 * Donovan Hauser, DVM was reappointed as a veterinarian member. 

Marcie Kemnitz, EdD was appointed as public member for a partial term through 
November 30, 2029. 

 
Voting yes: 11 (Bertch, Cook, Crotty, Hubert, Lindau, Petersen, Reese, Rosenthal, Tusha, 
Vander Broek, Vehle, Wienke); voting no: 0; not voting: 0. Motion carried. 
For information on current and upcoming professional board vacancies.  
 https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Board-Requirements-and-Vacancies.aspx  

https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Board-Requirements-and-Vacancies.aspx


 

Public Health, Education and Legislation – Dr. Petersen, Committee Chair, reported.  
 
The nomination form for the Public Health Recognition Program has been updated to be a 
fillable pdf. The program will be highlighted on the main Division of Public Health or 
Licensure Unit webpage. Caryn Vincent offered to share information about this program with 
local health directors.  
 
The 2026 Legislative session begins on Wednesday, January 7. Day 10 will be January 21, 
which is the last day for bill introduction. The PHEL Committee will have a conference call at 
3:00 PM on Thursday, January 22, 2026 to discuss the bills.  
 
Approval of Committee Reports – Mr. Reese asked for made a motion to acknowledge 
review of all committee reports, and it was made by Dr. Wienke with a second by Dr. 
Petersen. Voting yes: 11 (Bertch, Crotty, Hubert, Lindau, Petersen, Reese, Rosenthal, 
Tusha, Vander Broek, Vehle, Wienke); voting no: 0; not voting: 0. Motion carried.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS.  Janet Seelhoff, Executive Director of the Nebraska Optometric 
Association, asked who the Credentialing Review orientation materials on the website are 
for, such as the applicant group. Maggie Mills said she will consider adding this.  
 
UNIFINISHED BUSINESS.   
 

• It was suggested to send a letter to the Speaker of the Legislature requesting to be on 
their agenda in late November to provide education to the senators on the Credentialing 
Review process. 
 

• Dr. Vander Broek asked if the Board of Health will have an off-site meeting in September 
2026.  

 
NEW BUSINESS.   
 
Meeting dates for 2026.  

January 26 (PHEL Committee call January 22) 
March 16 
June 15 
September 21  
   (Professional Board interviews on September 20) 
November 16   

 
TOPICS AND PREPARATION FOR NEXT MEETING. The next regular Board of Health 
meeting will be Monday, November 17, 2025. The election of Board of Health officers for 
2026 will be held. The location will be the State Office Building in Lincoln.  
 
ADJOURN.  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:30 P.M.  Minutes 
were taken by Monica Webb and are scheduled for approval by the State Board of Health 
on November 17, 2025.  
 



 

NOTE:   If you would like to receive these minutes electronically, please send an email 
request to dhhs.boardofhealth@nebraska.gov  
 
If you would like any attachments mentioned in these minutes, or have other questions, 
please contact dhhs.boardofhealth@nebraska.gov.     
Board of Health:  https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Board-of-Health.aspx  
 
                                11/19/25, MM 
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