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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
Board of Mental Health Practice 

September 5, 2025 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
The meeting of the Board of Mental Health Practice was called to order by Rebecca Czaja-Stevens, 
Chair.  The meeting began at 9:00 a.m. and was located in the Otoe Room of the Nebraska State Office 
Building, Lincoln, Nebraska.  In accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1411 of the Nebraska Open 
Meetings Act, copies of the agenda were e-mailed to the Board members and other interested parties, 

posted on the DHHS web site at https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx, and 
posted in the lobby of the Nebraska State Office Building on August 26, 2025.   
 
Czaja-Stevens stated that there is a current copy of the Open Meetings Act posted on the door to the 
meeting room and available at the link listed on the agenda. 

 
The following members answered roll call: 
 
Members Present, (9) 
 
Sara Batter, Vice Chair 
Rebecca Czaja-Stevens, Chair 
Paul Davies, Secretary 
Tammy Erickson 
Renea Gernant 
Adrian Martin 
Susan Meyerle 
Amanda Milander-Mace 
Scott Stocking 
 
Members Absent (1): 
 
Jen McNally 
 
Others Present: 
 
Maiya Baumann, Program Manager, Licensure Unit 
Claire Covert-Bybee, Program Manager, Licensure Unit 
Jessica Dean, Health Licensing Coordinator, Licensure Unit 
Melissa Johnson Wiles, Assistant Attorney General 
Katherine Amyot, DHHS Department Attorney 
Randy Clark, Carla Cue, Trevor Klaasen, and Mark Meyerson, DHHS Investigators 
 
A quorum was present, and the meeting convened. 
 
2.   ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION: Meyerle moved, seconded by Batter, to adopt the agenda.  A voice vote was taken.  Voting 
aye: Batter, Czaja-Stevens, Davies, Erickson, Gernant, Martin, Meyerle, Milander-Mace, and Stocking. 
Voting nay: none (0).  Absent: one (1).  Vacant (0).  Abstain: none (0).  Motion carried. 
 
3.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES – July 11, 2025 
 
MOTION: Stocking moved, seconded by Gernant to adopt the minutes.  A voice vote was taken.  Voting 
aye: Batter, Czaja-Stevens, Davies, Erickson, Gernant, Martin, Meyerle, Milander-Mace, and Stocking. 
Voting nay: none (0).  Absent: one (1).  Vacant (0).  Abstain: none (0).  Motion carried. 
 
4.  CLOSED SESSION - CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
MOTION: Meyerle moved, seconded by Martin, to enter into closed session at 9:05 a.m. to hear 
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discussions of a confidential nature, and for the prevention of needless injury to individual reputations.  A 
voice vote was taken.  Voting aye: Batter, Czaja-Stevens, Davies, Erickson, Gernant, Martin, Meyerle, 
Milander-Mace, and Stocking. Voting nay: none (0).  Absent: one (1).  Vacant (0).  Abstain: none (0).  
Motion carried. 
 
10:31 a.m. - break 
10:42 a.m. - verbal agreement from all board members to enter open session. 
 
5.  OPEN SESSION - UPDATES AND REPORTS 
  

a. Legislation and Regulations Updates 
 

Baumann and Amyot discussed that since the updates to the regulations for Art Therapy have 
been approved, we will be opening the regulations again to add the new Marriage and Family 
therapy license by reciprocity which was created by the passage of LB 257.  The regulation 
updates for Art Therapy will now go to the Board of Health, the Attorney General’s office and the 
Governor’s office for final approval.  The next meeting of the Board of Health is scheduled for 
September 15, 2025. 

 
b. Mail Ballot – Art Therapy Updates to Regulations 

 
Baumann reported that when an email ballot was sent out to vote on the Art Therapy regulation 
updates, the following members voted to approve: Czaja-Stevens, Gernant, McNally and 
Stocking.  Erickson, Martin and Meyerle voted against approval.  Batter, Davies, and Milander-
Mace did not vote.  There were no abstentions.  A quorum was achieved and the majority voted 
for approval. 

 
c. Association and Committee Updates 

 
1. AASCB http://www.aascb.org 

 
Meyerle stated that the annual meeting of the AASCB will take place in February and that she 
would like to request approval from the board for funding to attend the meeting.  A voice vote 
was taken and all members voted to approve the funding. 

 
2. Counseling Compact https://counselingcompact.org/  
 

Baumann explained that it was necessary to determine the fee that Nebraska will charge for 
licenses issued under the Counseling Compact.  There is a $30 administrative fee that must 
be charged, and then it is up to each compact state to determine the remainder of the total 
fee.   

 
Claire Covert-Bybee, Program Manager for the Office of Rehabilitation and Community 
Services within the DHHS Licensure Unit, introduced herself to the board and explained that 
DHHS policy regarding compact licensing fees has been that compact licensing fees should 
not exceed the amount of the state licensing fee, otherwise applicants would avoid applying 
for a compact license and just apply for a state license.  The total cost of a Nebraska mental 
health practitioner license with a professional counseling certification is $205 ($155 for the 
practitioner license and $50 for the counseling certificate), therefore the total cost of the 
compact license including the $30 administrative fee should not exceed $205.  Covert-Bybee 
also explained that DHHS Licensure Unit has also been discussing processes related to the 
Counseling Compact, such as data transfers and the creation of an Application Programming 
Interface (API), which is in development.  The Audiology/Speech-Language Pathology 
Compact Commission, the Occupational Therapy Licensing Compact Commission and the 
Counseling Compact Commission have created Compact Connect, a database which will be 
used by all three commissions to effectuate compact privilege purchases.  Covert-Bybee 
explained that there have been three major steps to creating compact licenses in Nebraska.  
The first step has been working with Nebraska DHHS staff on coordinating between the 
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Compact Connect and the MyLicense Office database currently used by Nebraska for 
licensing.  The second step, establishing a system for criminal background checks, has been 
a hurdle for other states joining the compact; fortunately, the Nebraska legislation included 
language allowing for criminal background checks.  The final step in the process of initiating 
compact licensure in Nebraska will be to set the fee.  Covert-Bybee explained that if the 
Board is willing to make a recommendation to DHHS for the compact fee amount, that will 
move the process forward.  Covert-Bybee explained that there are very few compact states 
which are ready to issue licenses under the compact, so Nebraska is not behind in the 
process compared to other states participating in the compact.  She explained that the 
minimum base cost for Nebraska credentialing is $125 per credential, which is then adjusted 
based on the estimated number of licenses to be issued.  There was a discussion of possible 
amounts for the state compact license fee and whether the amount should match the 
minimum base cost of $125 or be set higher in order to help cover costs of issuing licenses 
under the compact.  Covert-Bybee explained that the compact license fee could be increased 
in the future if it were determined that additional funds were needed to cover administrative 
costs, but that DHHS is recommending that the fee be set at $125.  Covert-Bybee explained 
that the renewal fee schedule for Nebraska compact licenses is based on the schedule for 
each licensee’s home state license renewal; if a licensee’s home state license is renewed 
annually, they pay an annual renewal fee; if their home state license is renewed biennially, 
they pay a biennial renewal fee to the compact, and so on.  Meyerle suggested calling a 
special meeting of the Board to discuss the compact licensing fee to occur prior to the next 
regularly scheduled meeting in November, since compact licenses can start to be issued 
once there are three states ready to start the compact licensing process.   Covert-Bybee 
explained that a recommendation from the board was not necessarily needed, as the final 
determination will be made by DHHS, but that it would be helpful, and that there is still work 
to be done behind the scenes on Compact Connect before any states are ready to issue 
compact licenses.  Czaja-Stevens asked if a mail ballot could be used to determine the 
board’s recommendation for a fee amount.  Amyot explained that there would be no 
discussion allowed using a mail ballot, but that DHHS could forward information to the board 
members on other states’ fees, provided by Meyerle, after which a mail ballot could be sent 
out.  If, after reviewing the information from other states, a majority of board members 
decided they would not recommend the suggested $125 fee, they could discuss it further at 
the November meeting.  It was decided that Meyerle will provide the information on other 
states’ fees to DHHS staff, who will forward it to the board members, and DHHS staff will then 
send out a mail ballot for the board’s recommendation on the fee amount. 

 
3. AMFTRB http://www.amftrb.org 
 

Martin stated that the national conference will take place later in September; otherwise, there 
are no updates. 

 
4. ASWB http://www.aswb.org and Social Work compact 

 
Batter stated that the national conference is scheduled for November, will be located in 
Indianapolis, and that the Social Work Compact just added their 30th state.  Czaja-Stevens 
asked if the Social Work Compact could be added as an agenda item for future meetings and 
inquired about the timeline for going live with compact licenses.  Baumann explained that the 
Compact Committee started meeting in 2024 and that the process typically takes around two 
years. 
  

5. Reports: disciplinary and non-disciplinary actions, licensure statistics, and examination 
pass/fail reports were provided in the agenda for the meeting. 
 

6. Czaja-Stevens and Gernant asked for assistance with their login credentials for the new 
SharePoint DHHS Partners website which will be used in the near future for distributing 
documents to the board; DHHS Staff will forward their request to IT. 

 
6.  ADJOURN 
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Czaja-Stevens declared the meeting adjourned at 11:22 a.m.; the next meeting is scheduled for 
November 7, 2025. 
 
 _________________________________ 

Board of Mental Health Practice     
Summarized by: Jessica Dean, Licensure Unit 


