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Minutes of the September 2, 2021 

Board of Respiratory Care Meeting 

 
1. ROLL CALL 

 

Joseph Rush, Chairperson, called the meeting of the Board of Respiratory Care to order at 9:04 
a.m. on Thursday, September 2, 2021 in the Fifth Floor Licensure Unit Conference Room B at 
the Nebraska State Office Building located at 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, Nebraska. In 
accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1411 of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, copies of the 
agenda were e-mailed to the Board members and other interested parties, posted on the DHHS 
web site at https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx, and posted outside 
the Licensure Unit at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting.  
 
Rush announced that this is an open meeting and the Open Meetings Act is posted.  
 
Members Present: The following members answered roll call:  
Joseph E. Rush, Chairperson 

Jill H. Sand, Vice-Chairperson 

Ryan A. Martin, Secretary 

Rene A. Botts, Member 

 

Others Present: 

Natalee Hart, Assistant Attorney General 

Jeff Newman, Investigator 

Claire Covert-ByBee, Program Manager 

Siaw Hwa Tey, Health Licensing Coordinator 

 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

MOTION: Martin moved, seconded by Sand to adopt the agenda. Voting aye: Botts, Martin, 

Rush, and Sand. Voting nay: None. Motion carried.  

 

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FROM MAY 17, 2021   

 

MOTION: Sand moved, seconded by Martin to approve the minutes from May 27, 2021 as 

written. Voting aye: Botts, Martin, Rush, and Sand. Voting nay: None. Motion carried.  

 

4. INVESTIGATIONAL & CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION / REPORTS – CLOSED SESSION 

 

MOTION: Sand moved, seconded by Botts to move into closed session at 9:09 a.m. to hear 

discussions regarding confidential information and to protect the reputation of individuals named 

or referenced in such discussions. Voting aye: Botts, Martin, Rush, and Sand. Voting nay: None. 

Motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx
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5. BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS ON APPLICATIONS – OPEN SESSION 

 

The Board returned to open session at 9:47 a.m. 

 

MOTION: Rush moved, seconded by Martin to recommend issuing a license to Sarah Jane 

Geilenkirchen.  Voting aye: Botts, Martin, Rush, and Sand. Voting nay: None. Motion carried.  

 

MOTION: Botts moved, seconded by Rush to recommend issuing a license to  Max Joseph 

Lesley.  Voting aye: Botts, Martin, Rush, and Sand. Voting nay: None. Motion carried.  

 

6. CREDENTIALING REVIEW PROCESS INFORMATION 

 

Cover-ByBee apologized that the individual who was responsible for the credentialing review 

process was not able to attend the meeting. She gave a brief description of the credentialing 

review process and mentioned that all the information about the process had been posted on 

the public website of Department of Health and Human Services. 

 

Sand inquired for more information as Rush and her are serving the National Association for 

Respiratory Care (NARC). Claire Cover-ByBee stated a few elements that should be paid 

attention to and the discussion carried on.  

 

7. 2021 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

 

Covert-ByBee provided updates on LB 14, LB 15, LB 83, LB 148, LB390, and LB 436. Covert-

ByBee indicated that not all of these legislative bills will affect the profession of Respiratory 

Care, but it would be better to put these out there in case anyone might want to know. The 

department is currently working on implementing acts regarding LB 14, which is the 

Audiology/Speech-Language Pathology Compact Act. LB 15, the adoption of the Occupational 

Therapy Compact will be carried over to the 2022 Legislative Session. LB 83 passed and 

changed provisions of the Open Meetings Act. LB83 would update language and procedures in 

relation to virtual conferencing abilities of Boards. It limits the number of virtual conferences to 

no more than 50% of the annual meetings. LB 83 also provides a more defined method by 

which the public may address the Board, outlining the public attendee’s requirement to identify 

themselves or their organization. LB 148 passed and transferred the licensure responsibilities 

for Water Operators, Well Drillers, and Swimming Pool Operators to the Nebraska Department 

of Environment and Energy LB 390 would create a new pathway for licensure based on 

reciprocity for most professions under the Uniform Credentialing Act. LB 436, the expansion of 

the Athletic Training Practice Act did not pass this legislative session and was carried over to 

the 2022 Legislative Session.  

 

8. COVID-19 AND LICENSURE UPDATE 

 

Covert-ByBee shared recent updates on the impact of COVID-19 and licensure. It was reported 

that Governor Ricketts lifted the COVID-19 Public Health emergency on June 30, 2021.  The 

Governor issued Executive Order 21-09, which outlined the expiration of EO 20-10 and 20-37. 

The provisions of these executive orders expired on July 30, 2021. Covert-ByBee mentioned 

that concerns over ending of these provisions, especially in the area of Respiratory Care, were 
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brought up due to healthcare staffing shortage. The Governor issued a healthcare workforce 

shortage emergency via Executive Order 21-12 effective August 26, 2021 and shall remain in 

effect until December 31, 2021. EO 21-12 mirrors some of the provisions previously seen in EO 

20-10 and EO 20-37.  EO 21-12 allows Respiratory Care practitioners to renew or reinstate their 

license without continuing competency requirements. It also allows practitioners licensed in 

another state to practice in Nebraska without obtaining a Nebraska license, as long as they are 

in good standing and free from disciplinary action in the states where they are licensed.  

 

9. LANCE (NEW LICENSURE DATABASE) UPDATE 

 

Covert-ByBee stated that the projected launch date of the new licensure database, LANCE 

(Licensing And Credentialing Environment), is December 2021. The department is excited for its 

launch as the database is designed to be all electronic so licensees will be able to create a 

profile, complete their application, make a fee payment, submit supporting documentation, and 

view their application process through the same system.  

 

10. LICENSURE APPLICATION REPORT 

 

Covert-ByBee presented the licensure application report comparing data from last year at the 

same time. This was for informational purposes only.  

 

Martin made a request for the department to provide a snapshot of licensure applications 

containing information such as current staffing and proposed staffing so that the Board can get 

a deeper understanding of the staffing level in the profession of Respiratory Care. Sand further 

suggested that the snapshot to be categorized based on demographic factors, particularly in 

age levels.  

 

11. SET DATES FOR MEETINGS IN 2022 

 

The Board scheduled meetings for next year on March 3, 2022 and August 4, 2022, both on 

Thursday morning at 9:00 a.m.  

 

12. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

13. TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING 

 

Topics identified for the next meeting include National Association for Respiratory Care (NARC) 

and the snapshot of licensure applications as discussed earlier when reviewing the licensure 

application report.  

 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
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Ryan A. Martin, Secretary 

 

 


