NEBRASKA BOARD OF NURSING
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

August 7, 2025

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting of the Nebraska Board of Nursing was called to order by Theresa Delahoyde, Board
President, at 8:30 a.m., August 7, 2025, at the Best Western Plus Conference Room, 2201 Wildcat
Circle, Lincoln NE 68521. Copies of the agenda were emailed to the Board members and to interested
parties on July 25, 2025, posted in the east entryway of the Nebraska State Office Building on July 25,
2025, and posted on the Department of Health & Human Services website on July 25, 2025.
Delahoyde announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act was available in the room.

ROLL CALL

The following board members were present and answered roll call:

e Theresa Delahoyde, RN, Board e Angela Kula, LPN, Board Secretary
President e Kandis Lefler, LPN

e Mary Guthrie, Public Member e Patricia Motl, RN

o Kathy Harrison, RN e Eric Rogat, RN

e Clay Jordan, RN e Jules Russ, Public Member

The following Board members were absent: Kristin Ruiz, RN, and Brenda Smidt, RN, Board Vice-
President.

One Board position was vacant.

The following staff members from the Department and the Attorney General’s Office were present
during all or part of the meeting:

e Ann Oertwich, RN, Executive Director ¢ Milissa Johnson-Wiles, Assistant Attorney
o Jacci Reznicek, RN, Nursing Education General
Consultant e Brittany Bigham, RN, /nvestigator
e Sherri Joyner, Health Licensing e Andrea Cramer, RN, Investigator
Coordinator e Susan Held, RN, Investigator
e Marley Sandberg, DHHS Legal ¢ Mendy Mahar-Clark, Investigator
e Anna Harrison, RN, DHHS Compliance
Monitor

A quorum was present, and the meeting convened.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

MOTION: Motl made the motion, seconded by Rogat, to adopt the agenda for the August 7, 2025, Board
of Nursing meeting.

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

These minutes were approved by the Board
of Nursing on September 11, 2025.
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APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

MOTION: Motl made the motion, seconded by Rogat, to approve the consent agenda.

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

BOARD MEMBER WEBSITE

Jen Wolf, the DHHS Web Applications Supervisor, demonstrated how board members can use a
password-protected website to access meeting documents.

CLOSED SESSION

MOTION: Kula made the motion, seconded by Lefler, for the Board to go into closed session for the purpose
of reviewing and discussing investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential information,
and for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of the individuals.

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

Delahoyde announced that the Board was in closed session for the purpose of reviewing and discussing
investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential information, and for the prevention of
needless injury to the reputation of the individuals.

8:56 a.m. Meeting went into closed session.
10.05 a.m. Meeting went into recess.

10:20 a.m. Meeting reconvened.

11:17 a.m. Meeting returned to open session.

LICENSURE RECOMMENDATIONS

ANDREW O. GOMEZ - LPN APPLICATION

MOTION: Jordan made the motion, seconded by Harrison, to table Andrew Gomez’'s LPN application in
order to obtain additional information.

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

JENNIFER J. MILLER - RN APPLICATION

MOTION: Motl made the motion, seconded by Rogat, to recommend issuing an unrestricted RN license to
Jennifer Miller.

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

LAURETTA M. YUMA - RN APPLICATION

MOTION: Lefler made the motion, seconded by Kula, to recommend issuing an unrestricted RN license to
Lauretta Yuma.

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.
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MINDY M. BUTCHER - RN REINSTATEMENT FROM DISCIPLINE

MOTION: Kula made the motion, seconded by Lefler, to recommend reinstating an RN license to Mindy
Butcher on probation for two years with the following terms and conditions: abstain from alcohol; abstain
from controlled substances and other prescription drugs unless prescribed by the treating practitioner;
verification from treating practitioner of all prescription medications; report all prescription medications taken;
submit to random body fluid screens; advise Department of any professional counseling and submit reports;
comply with treatment recommendations including any recommendations for attendance at support group
meetings and sponsor; have no access to controlled substances during the first year of practice while on
probation, followed by one-year of access to controlled substances under direct supervision; active practice
for 2,080 hours; provide notice of disciplinary proceedings to employer and other states where licensed;
provide quarterly employer reports; shall not provide nursing services for staffing agencies or in home health
care; comply with all reports, notices or other documentation from the Department; promptly respond to
Department regarding compliance during probation; obey all state and federal laws, rules and regulations
regarding practice of nursing and must report any violations of the above to Department within seven days;
pay any costs associated with ensuring compliance, and appear at any meetings of the Board of Nursing
when requested. The recommendation for probation is based on substance use disorder diagnosis and
criminal convictions rationally related to the profession. The recommendation for reinstatement is based on
current participation in treatment, compliance with treatment recommendations, reported period of sobriety
from July 2024, documented attendance at support group meetings, and positive letters of reference.

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

GRETCHEN E. KREUTZ — RN REINSTATEMENT FROM DISCIPLINE

MOTION: Russ made the motion, seconded by Motl, to deny Gretchen Kreutz's reinstatement application
due to insufficient evidence presented to substantiate a change in circumstances and failure to meet
reinstatement requirements.

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

CARMEAN M. STRAWDER — LPN REINSTATEMENT FROM DISCIPLINE

MOTION: Kula made the motion, seconded by Rogat, to recommend reinstating an unrestricted LPN license
to Carmean Strawder. The recommendation for reinstatement is based on applicant's completion of
continuing education.

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

MOTION: The Education Committee moved, seconded by Kula, that the Board approve the following
courses for the Clarkson College BSN Program: NRS 236 Pharmacology in Nursing: Principles of
Pharmacology, and NRS 484 Pharmacology in Nursing: Transition to Practice.

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

MOTION: The Education Committee moved, seconded by Kula, that the Board approve the following courses
for the Bryan College of Health Sciences BSN Program: NURS 360 & NURS 360 A Community Health
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Nursing syllabi & clinical evaluation record; NURS366 & NURS366A Nursing Care Il syllabi & clinical
evaluation record; NURS460 & NURS460A Applied Pathophysiology and Pharmacology; NURS466 &
NURS466A Nursing Care Il syllabi & clinical evaluation record; and NURS463 & NURS463A Family Health
and Pediatric Nursing & clinical evaluation record.

Voting Yes: Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None. Abstain:
Delahoyde. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

MOTION: The Education Committee moved, seconded by Kula, that the Board approve the following for the
Southeast Community College LPN and ADN Program to be implemented in the fall of 2026: Mission,
Philosophy, Conceptual Framework, and Tentative Curriculum Plan

Voting Yes: Delahoyde, Guthrie, Harrison, Jordan, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Rogat, and Russ. Voting No: None.
Abstain: None. Absent: Ruiz and Smidt. Motion carried.

NCLEX Reports

Reznicek reported on NCLEX pass rates for the second quarter of 2025. During this period, the NCLEX-
PN pass rate for graduates of Nebraska LPN programs taking NCLEX for the first time was 95.45%. For
repeat PN testers, the pass rate for all U.S. graduates was 42.31%. For NCLEX-RN, the pass rate for
graduates of Nebraska RN programs testing for the first time was 90.36%. For repeat RN testers, the pass
rate for all U.S. graduates was 47.48%. For nurses attempting NCLEX for the first time who were not
educated in the U.S., the pass rate was 45.59%. Reznicek noted that the pass rate for foreign-educated
nurses has been rising slowly but steadily.

TRANSFER OF APRN BOARD DUTIES TO BOARD OF NURSING

Joyner reported that Monica Gissler, who coordinates board appointments for the Board of Health, spoke at
the APRN Board meeting on July 31st. Effective July 1, 2026, the duties of the APRN Board will be
transferred to the Board of Nursing. With the transition, four new positions will be created on the Board of
Nursing, one for a public member, and three positions for APRN members. In December 2025, Gissler plans
to contact the four APRNs who currently serve on the APRN Board to gauge their interest in applying for
positions on the Board of Nursing. There is a possibility that an expedited application process might be
available. Gissler did inform APRN members that the Board of Nursing requires a higher time commitment
compared to most other boards. Gissler also noted that the Board of Nursing is the only board that requires
that members be appointed from each Congressional district, a requirement that sometime affects the
application selection process.

JOINT BOARD COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL SPAS

Oertwich reported that the third meeting for the committee reviewing medical spas is scheduled for August
8", The committee includes representatives from nursing and pharmacy, as well as medicine. The current
goal of the committee is to draft a statement regarding IV therapy services..

NCSBN UPDATES

Delahoyde, Motl, Oertwich, Reznicek, Rogat, and Smidt plan to attend the National Council of State Boards
of Nursing Annual Meeting this August. Delahoyde recommended that the attendees who will serve as
delegates complete the required delegate training as soon as feasible.

LPN 2025 RENEWALS

Joyner reported that online LPN renewals became available on August 5, which is earlier than expected.
During the first day, fourteen LPNs applied for renewal. This is the first renewal cycle for nursing using the
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Licensure Unit's new database, and glitches seem to be minimal. This is also the first time that nurses
renewing their licenses need to attest that they are enrolled in Nursys e-Notify. Of the fourteen LPNs who
applied for renewal the first day, five answered “no” to the e-Notify enrollment question. Staff hope the
compliance rate will be higher once nurses receive their renewal post cards and the August edition of
Nursing News, both of which will contain information on e-Notify.

COMMUNICATION

Nursing News — Oertwich reported that the August edition of Nursing News is now being printed. All
Nebraska-licensed nurses should receive a hard copy in the mail.

Center for Nursing — Oertwich reported that members of the Center for Nursing Foundation Board plan to
meet later in August. Persons who were previously appointed to the Foundation have expressed interested
in trying to restore some of the functions of the Center for Nursing.

Regulations for Basic Nursing Programs — Oertwich reported that an attorney from the Governor’s Policy
Research Office recently submitted questions regarding some of the proposed changes to Chapter 97, the
regulations governing pre-licensure nursing programs. Delahoyde and Reznicek worked together to provide
clear explanations of the rationale for each proposed change. It is hoped that the Governor will review the
amended regulations soon.

Staff Updates — Oertwich reported that Ginger Rogers has resigned from her position as Nursing Practice
Consultant. Oertwich said that she will handle the Practice Consultant’s responsibilities until a new person
is hired. The hiring process is expected to begin soon.

PUBLIC COMMENT]

The floor was opened to comments from the public. No comments were received.

CONCLUSION

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

b g

Sherri Joyner

Health Licensing Coordinator
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