
NEBRASKA BOARD OF NURSING 

MINUTES OF THE  

TELECONFERENCE MEETING 

These minutes were approved by the Board 
of Nursing on July 8, 2021. 

 June 10, 2021  

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Nebraska Board of Nursing was called to order by Patricia Motl, Board President, at 

8:36 a.m., June 10, 2021. The central meeting location was at the Best Western Plus Conference Room, 

2201 Wildcat Circle, Lincoln NE 68521.  Copies of the agenda were emailed to the Board members on May 

27, 2021, emailed to interested parties on May 27, 2021, posted outside the Licensure Unit within the 

Nebraska State Office Building on May 27, 2021, and posted on the Department of Health & Human 

Services website on May 27, 2021.  Motl announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act was available 

at the meeting locations and online. 

ROLL CALL 

The following board members were present at the central meeting location and answered roll: 

 Theresa Delahoyde, RN 

 Anne Dey, RN 

 Tag Herbek, Public Member 

 Tom Hoover, RN 

 Angela Kula, LPN 

 Patricia Motl, RN Board President 

 Sonét Smutny, RN 

 Rita Thalken, Public Member 

The following board members answered roll call via teleconference: 

 Kristin Ruiz, RN  Linda Stones, RN, Board Vice-President 

The following Board members were absent:  Kandis Lefler, LPN, and Katherine Werth, APRN-NP, Board 

Secretary. 

The following staff members from the Department and the Attorney General’s Office were present: 

 Ann Oertwich, RN, Executive Director 

 Sherri Joyner, Health Licensing 

Coordinator 

 Kathy Hoebelheinrich, APRN-NP, Nursing 

Practice Consultant 

 Jacci Reznicek, RN, Nursing Education 

Consultant 

 Teresa Hampton, DHHS Legal 

 Lisa Anderson, Assistant Attorney General 

 Natalee Hart, Assistant Attorney General 

The following staff members from the Department attended part or all of the meeting via teleconference: 

 Anna Harrison, Compliance Monitor 

 Brittany Bigham, Investigator 

 Jessica Bowman, Investigator 

 Andrea Cramer-Price, Investigator 

 Susan Held, Investigator 

 Patricia Lemke, Investigator 

 Mendy Mahar-Clark, Investigator 

A quorum was present, and the meeting convened. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION:  Stones made the motion, seconded by Delahoyde, to adopt the agenda for the June 10, 2021, 

Board of Nursing meeting. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Motl, Ruiz, Smutny, Stones and Thalken.  Voting No: 

None.  Abstain: Dey.  Absent: Lefler and Werth.  Motion carried. 
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APPROVAL OF THE MINUTESAN 

MOTION:  Delahoyde made the motion, seconded by Kula, to approve the consent agenda with corrections 

to the minutes of the minutes for the Board’s May 13, 2021, meeting. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Motl, Ruiz, Smutny, Stones and Thalken.  Voting No: 

None.  Abstain: Dey.  Absent: Lefler and Werth.  Motion carried. 

STATEMENT FROM ADRIAN ROMEROAN 

Adrian Romero, RN, addressed the Board via teleconference.  He stated that his main reason for requesting 

to speak before the Board was to apologize for his actions in March 2019.  He reported that he has been 

participating in drug court for a little over two years and is due to graduate in August.  The judge has not 

allowed him to practice nursing while participating in drug court program.  Romero reported that he has a 

strong support team through Veterans Administration, and that he plans to remain under VA care.  If he is 

allowed to continue in nursing, he plans to attend nurse practitioner school and help veterans with PTSD 

issues. 

NCSBN CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSESON  

Kula and Dey volunteered to present at the Board’s July 8, 2021, meeting. 

2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSIONN 

Hampton reported on the approval LB83, which amends the Open Meetings Act.  The Open Meetings Act 

no longer distinguishes between teleconferences and video conferences.  Instead, the term “virtual 

conference” is used to cover both types of meetings.  Boards can conduct no more than one-half of their 

meetings per year virtually.  If even one board member participates in the meeting virtually, the meeting is 

considered to be a virtual meeting.  If members of the public attend virtually, however, it is not considered 

a virtual meeting under the Open Meetings Act. If a meeting is held virtually, it needs to be recorded. 

Hampton and Oertwich also discussed LB86 and LB390.  LB86, which has not yet been approved, would 

require health care licensees who prescribe or dispense to register with the Nebraska Prescription Drug 

Monitoring Program.  LB390, which was approved, creates an additional route for persons who are licensed 

in another state to obtain a Nebraska license.  It will not apply to RN and LPN licenses because the Nurse 

Practice Act already includes a route for licensure by reciprocity (endorsement), but it will apply to APRN 

licenses.  Persons who obtain a Nebraska license under the provisions of LB390 will need to establish 

residency in Nebraska within six months.  Hampton said that it has not yet been determined how the 

residency requirement will be enforced.  Hoebelheinrich noted that the Nursing Section has seen in recent 

years a 40% increase in licensees issued to persons who do not live in Nebraska and that this trend is 

being driven by telehealth. 

COMMUNICATION  

NCSBN Annual Meeting – Oertwich reported that all Board members can attend the National Council of 

State Boards of Nursing’s Annual Conference without cost.  The meeting will be held virtually on August 

18-19, 2021.  Oertwich noted that during the past year, NCSBN has significantly improved its infrastructure 

for virtual meetings.  Doris Kearns Goodwin will be the keynote speaker.  One of the items that delegates 

will vote on is changes to NCSBN’s Model Rules.  Oertwich reported that the revised Model Rules are not 

yet available.  Nebraska can appoint two representatives from the Nebraska Board of Nursing and two 

representatives from the Nebraska APRN Board to serves as delegates.  Oertwich asked anyone interested 

in serving as a delegate to contact her. 

Updates on 172 NAC 97 –.Oertwich reported that the revisions to Chapter 97 (Regulations Governing 

Approval of Basic Nursing Programs in Nebraska) are still being reviewed by the Attorney General’s Office. 

RN Renewal Update – Oertwich reported that over 20,000 RNs have renewed their licenses. 
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LPN Renewal Update – Oertwich reported that postcards notifying LPNs that they need to renew will likely 

be mailed out in August.  The postcards will include a reminder that LPNs need to complete the IV therapy 

education requirement by August 24, 2022, in order to keep their licenses active. 

COVID-19 –.Oertwich reported that several Executive Orders were rescinded in May, but that the Executive 

Orders for licensure waivers are still in effect.  Staff still do not know when the Executive Order deferring 

license renewal will be lifted.  Oertwich said that the waiver of the continuing competency requirement for 

license reinstatements has created an opportunity to gather data about the LPNs and RN who returned to 

practice without meeting the continuing competency requirement.  Oertwich said there is not enough 

literature available on assessing nurses’ readiness to return to practice.  

Nursing News – Oertwich reported that the recently published edition of Nursing News included an article 

by Reznicek and Juan Ramirez on the impact of COVID-19 on nursing programs in Nebraska. Reznicek 

said she found some of the students’ perspectives to be very insightful.  Reznicek would be willing to present 

their findings at a future Board meeting.  Delahoyde reported that her program did not see much impact 

from COVID-19 on their 2020 spring graduates’ readiness to work.  They are seeing a greater impact on 

the current graduates.  Reznicek noted that educators in other states are reporting dips in their students’ 

pass rates.   

Motl said that it was unfortunate that there appears to be fewer nurses in the pipeline at a time when a 

generation of nurses is retiring.  Delahoyde said that she has heard from quite a few nurses who say they 

are leaving the profession after only four or five years.  Delahoyde noted that she would be interested in 

surveying nurses who do not renew their licenses to find out why they decided not to renew.   

Oertwich reported that the Center for Nursing is working on how to provide mental health support to nurses.  

The Center is considering partnering with Cindy Horning from the American Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention to provide presentations across the state.  Motl noted that nurses in rural areas are hit 

particularly hard because there are fewer support resources available. 

Staff Updates – Oertwich reported that the Governor has called on state workers who have been working 

remotely due to COVID-19 to return to their offices by July.  All Nursing Section staff have returned to the 

office and have been busy processing license applications from new graduates. Reznicek reported that 

approximately 700 new nursing graduates have been made eligible to take NCLEX and approximately 250 

are in the queue waiting for eligibility approval.  Oertwich said that staff are receiving a large number of 

transcripts that lack graduation dates and degree information.  Students seem to be requesting that 

transcripts be sent before their degree is posted.  Delahoyde said that if there are guidelines on best 

practices for new graduates, schools are willing to spread the word among their students.  Reznicek noted 

that more graduates are also requesting testing accommodations, and that a common mistake these 

applicants make is to schedule a test date before their accommodations request is approved. 

9:30 a.m. Meeting went into recess. 
9:46 a.m. Meeting reconvened. 

CLOSED SESSION 

MOTION:  Kula made the motion, seconded by Thalken for the Board to go into closed session for the 

purpose of reviewing and discussing investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential 

information, and for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of the individuals. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Motl, Ruiz, Smutny, Stones and Thalken.  Voting 

No: None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: Lefler and Werth.  Motion carried. 

Motl announced that the Board was in closed session for the purpose of reviewing and discussing 
investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential information, and for the prevention of 
needless injury to the reputation of the individuals. 
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9:49 a.m. Meeting went into closed session. 
10:07 a.m. Smutny left the meeting. 
10:09 a.m. Smutny returned to the meeting. 
10:34 a.m. Dey left the meeting. 
10:38 a.m. Dey returned to the meeting. 
10:46 a.m. Ruiz left the meeting. 
10:51 a.m. Ruiz returned to the meeting. 
11:44 a.m. Meeting returned to open session. 

LICENSURE RECOMMENDATIONS 

JACOB STAWNKIAK – LPN REINSTATEMENT FROM DISCIPLINE 

MOTION:  Dey made the motion, seconded by Ruiz, to recommend reinstating an unrestricted LPN license 

to Jacob Stawniak based on his compliance with treatment recommendations, his completion of the practice 

hours required by the probation conditions, and the Board’s recommendation that he be issued an 

unrestricted RN license. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Motl, Ruiz, Smutny, Stones and Thalken.  Voting 

No: None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: Lefler and Werth.  Motion carried. 

NICOLLE NELLSON – RN REINSTATEMENT FROM DISCIPLINE 

MOTION:  Delahoyde made the motion, seconded by Kula, to recommend reinstating an unrestricted RN 

license to Nicolle Nellson based on her compliance with treatment recommendations, active involvement 

in the substance abuse/addiction recovery process, and positive letters of reference. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Motl, Ruiz, Smutny, Stones and Thalken.  Voting 

No: None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: Lefler and Werth.  Motion carried. 

CONCLUSION AND ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:47 a.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherri Joyner 

Health Licensing Coordinator 


