
NEBRASKA BOARD OF NURSING 

MINUTES OF THE  

TELECONFERENCE MEETING 

These minutes were approved by the Board 
of Nursing on May 13, 2021. 

 April 8, 2021  

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Nebraska Board of Nursing was called to order by Patricia Motl, Board President, at 

9:04 a.m., April 8, 2021. The central meeting location was at the Nebraska State Office Building, 1st Floor, 

Licensure Unit Conference Room, 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln NE 68508. Copies of the agenda 

were emailed to the Board members on March 26, 2021, emailed to interested parties on March 26, 2021, 

posted outside the Licensure Unit within the Nebraska State Office Building on March 26, 2021, and posted 

on the Department of Health & Human Services website on March 29, 2021.  Motl announced that a copy 

of the Open Meetings Act was available at the meeting locations and online. 

ROLL CALL 

The following board member was present at the central meeting location and answered roll: 

 Patricia Motl, RN Board President 

The following board members answered roll call via teleconference: 

 Theresa Delahoyde, RN 

 Anne Dey, RN 

 Tom Hoover, RN 

 Angela Kula, LPN 

 Kristin Ruiz, RN 

 Sonét Smutny, RN 

 Linda Stones, RN, Board Vice-President 

 Rita Thalken, Public Member 

 Katherine Werth, APRN-NP, Board 

Secretary 

The following Board members joined the meeting after roll call:  Kandis Lefler, LPN, (arrived at central 

meeting location at 9:07 a.m.). 

The following Board member was absent: Tag Herbek, Public Member. 

The following staff members from the Department and the Attorney General’s Office were present: 

 Ann Oertwich, RN, Executive Director 

 Sherri Joyner, Health Licensing 

Coordinator 

 Lisa Anderson, Assistant Attorney General 

 Natalee Hart, Assistant Attorney General 

The following staff members from the Department and the Attorney General’s Office attended part or all of 

the meeting via teleconference: 

 Kathy Hoebelheinrich, APRN-NP, Nursing 

Practice Consultant 

 Jacci Reznicek, RN, Nursing Education 

Consultant 

 Anna Harrison, Compliance Monitor 

 Teresa Hampton, DHHS Legal 

 Brittany Bigham, Investigator 

 Jessica Bowman, Investigator 

 Andrea Cramer-Price, Investigator 

 Susan Held, Investigator 

 Patricia Lemke, Investigator 

 Mendy Mahar-Clark, Investigator 

A quorum was present, and the meeting convened. 
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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION:  Ruiz made the motion, seconded by Thalken, to adopt the agenda for the April 8, 2021, Board 

of Nursing meeting. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, Smutny, Stones, Thalken, and Werth.  

Voting No: None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: Herbek.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTESAN 

MOTION:  Stones made the motion, seconded by Delahoyde, to approve the consent agenda. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, Stones, Thalken, and Werth.  Voting No: 

None.  Abstain: Smutny.  Absent: Herbek.  Motion carried. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEEAN 

MOTION:  The Education Committee moved that the Board approve the MidPlains Community College 

courses NURS 2105 Health Concepts III & Clinical Evaluation Tool, and NURS 2106 Pharmacology III.  

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, Smutny, Stones, Thalken, and Werth.  

Voting No: None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: Herbek.  Motion carried. 

PRACTICE COMMITTEE CAN 

MOTION:  The Practice Committee moved that the Board approve the revised Nurses’ Accountability to 

Perform CPR Advisory Opinion. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, Smutny, Stones, Thalken, and Werth.  

Voting No: None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: Herbek.  Motion carried. 

MOTION:  The Practice Committee moved that the Board approve the revised Procedural Sedation and 

Analgesia Advisory Opinion. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, Smutny, Stones, Thalken, and Werth.  

Voting No: None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: Herbek.  Motion carried. 

Hoebelheinrich reported that the Practice Committee is drafting a position on nurses working in subordinate 

roles.  Hoebelheinrich noted that there is nothing in statutes or regulations that prevent a nurse from working 

in a subordinate role, but the nurse will be held accountable to his or her highest level of licensure.  In the 

past, inquiries on this subject often involved new LPN and RN graduates who wanted to know if they could 

continue to work as a nurse aide after their nursing license was issued.  During the past year, however, 

with the reduction in elective surgeries due to COVID-19, Hoebelheinrich has received calls from APRNs 

who want to work as RNs.  Hoebelheinrich noted that in some of the scenarios she is being asked about, 

such as a CRNA performing cosmetic procedures, the APRN may be assuming a high degree of risk. 

Another topic the Practice Committee is addressing is the use of threads in cosmetic procedures.  The 

Committee recently declined to identify the use of barbed threads for cosmetic procedures as a minimally-

invasive procedure that could be performed by RNs.  Hoebelheinrich reported that she has subsequently 

received questions on whether RNs can do cosmetic procedures that involve insertion of smooth threads.  

Hoebelheinrich said that she viewed a video of an RN performing a cosmetic procedure that involved 

extensive threading of the forehead and neck.  Hoebelheinrich noted that a comprehensive understanding 

of the anatomy of the neck might be needed to do the procedure safely.  The Practice Committee has 

declined to identify insertion of smooth threads for cosmetic purposes as a minimally invasive procedure 

that is within an RN’s scope of practice. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE BOARDS OF NURSING (NCSBN)  

Oertwich reported that NCSBN’s Model Rules need to be approved by the NCSBN Board of Directors 

before the draft will be available for review by state boards. Oertwich expects that the draft will be ready for 

the Board’s June or July meeting.  Delegates will vote on the Model Rules at the NCSBN Annual Meeting 

in August. 

Oertwich also reported that no changes have been made to the APRN Consensus Model.  North Dakota 

is the first state to join the proposed APRN Compact, which will go into effect once seven states have 

joined. 

2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSIONN 

Oertwich reported that of the two bills proposing new licensing routes for persons licensed in other states, 

LB390 is the one more likely to be enacted.  If enacted, the bill would not affect RN and LPNs licenses, 

because the Nurse Practice Act has provisions for licensure by endorsement.  It would, however, affect 

APRNs, which currently do not have a specific licensure by endorsement route. 

JOURNAL ARTICLE DISCUSSION 

Oertwich said that the journal article discussion would be postponed to a future Board meeting. 

COMMUNICATION  

Updates on 172 NAC 97 –.Oertwich reported that the revisions to Chapter 97 (Regulations Governing 

Approval of Basic Nursing Programs in Nebraska) are now at the Attorney General’s Office for review. 

Review of NCSBN Continuing Education (CE) Courses – Motl asked members to email Joyner when they 

have finished their assigned CE courses and are ready to present their feedback to the Board. 

RN Renewal Update – Joyner reported that approximately 13,000 RNs have renewed their licenses.  

Oertwich said that she is anticipating that LPN renewals will begin in August.  There is the possibility that 

LPNs will be the first license type to renew using the new licensing system currently being developed. 

COVID-19 Updates – Members indicated their willingness to hold an in-person meeting in June.  Joyner 

said that she would try to find a room with internet access and with an overhead projector so that members 

can view Citrix items during the meeting.  During previous in-person meetings, staff would also bring 

notebook computers to Board meetings for members to use.  Oertwich said she would look into the status 

of the board-member laptops, some of which are currently being used by Licensure Unit staff working from 

home. 

Nursing News – Oertwich reported that articles for the next edition of Nursing News are due at the publisher 

on April 23rd.  The planned focus for the issue is LPNs and LPN renewal.  

Staff Updates – Oertwich reported that the Licensure Unit’s offices are being remodeled in order to share 

the space with the Vital Statistics, which will be moving from the Gold’s Building to the Nebraska State 

Office Building.  Many Licensure Unit Staff are currently working at home in order to accommodate the 

remodel.  Most staff have also been switched from desk phones to computer-based softphones. 

9:55 a.m. Meeting went into recess. 
10:10 a.m. Meeting reconvened. 

CLOSED SESSION 

MOTION:  Lefler made the motion, seconded by Delahoyde for the Board to go into closed session for the 

purpose of reviewing and discussing investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential 

information, and for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of the individuals. 
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Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, Smutny, Stones, Thalken, and Werth.  

Voting No: None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: Herbek.  Motion carried. 

10:12 a.m. Hampton left the meeting. 

Motl announced that the Board was in closed session for the purpose of reviewing and discussing 
investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential information, and for the prevention of 
needless injury to the reputation of the individuals. 

10:13 a.m. Meeting went into closed session. 
10:14 a.m. Ruiz and Werth left the meeting. 
10:24 a.m. Ruiz and Werth returned to the meeting. 
10:26 a.m. Lefler left the meeting. 
10:29 a.m. Lefler returned to the meeting. 
10:39 a.m. Ruiz left the meeting. 
10:42 a.m. Ruiz returned to the meeting. 
11:00 a.m. Lefler left the meeting. 
11:24 a.m. Lefler returned to the meeting. 
11:43 a.m. Stones left the meeting. 
11:46 a.m. Stones returned to the meeting. 
12:16 p.m. Meeting returned to Open Session. 

LICENSURE RECOMMENDATIONS 

No applications were presented to the Board for review. 

CONCLUSION AND ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:16 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherri Joyner 

Health Licensing Coordinator 


