
NEBRASKA BOARD OF NURSING 

MINUTES OF THE  

TELECONFERENCE MEETING 

These minutes were approved by the Board 
of Nursing on March 12, 2021. 

 February 11, 2021  

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Nebraska Board of Nursing was called to order by Patricia Motl, Board President, at 

9:04 a.m., February 11, 2021. The central meeting location was at the Nebraska State Office Building, 1st 

Floor, Licensure Unit Conference Room, 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln NE 68508. Copies of the 

agenda were emailed to the Board members on February 1, 2021, emailed to interested parties on February 

1, 2021, posted outside the Licensure Unit within the Nebraska State Office Building on February 1, 2021, 

and posted on the Department of Health & Human Services website on February 1, 2021.  Motl announced 

that a copy of the Open Meetings Act was available at the meeting locations and online. 

ROLL CALL 

The following board members were present at the central meeting location and answered roll: 

 Patricia Motl, RN Board President  Kandis Lefler, LPN 

The following board members answered roll call via teleconference: 

 Theresa Delahoyde, RN 

 Anne Dey, RN 

 Tag Herbek, Public Member 

 Tom Hoover, RN 

 Angela Kula, LPN 

 Kristin Ruiz, RN 

 Linda Stones, RN 

The following Board members were absent: Rita Thalken, Public Member, and Katherine Werth, APRN-

NP. 

One position on the Board was vacant. 

The following staff members from the Department and the Attorney General’s Office were present: 

 Ann Oertwich, RN, Executive Director 

 Sherri Joyner, Health Licensing 

Coordinator 

 Lisa Anderson, Assistant Attorney General 

 Natalee Hart, Assistant Attorney General 

The following staff members from the Department and the Attorney General’s Office attended part or all of 

the meeting via teleconference: 

 Kathy Hoebelheinrich, APRN-NP, Nursing 

Practice Consultant 

 Jacci Reznicek, RN, Nursing Education 

Consultant 

 Anna Harrison, Compliance Monitor 

 Teresa Hampton, DHHS Legal 

 Brittany Bigham, Investigator 

 Jessica Bowman, Investigator 

 Andrea Cramer-Price, Investigator 

 Susan Held, Investigator 

 Patricia Lemke, Investigator 

 Mendy Mahar-Clark, Investigator 

A quorum was present, and the meeting convened. 
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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION:  Stones made the motion, seconded by Delahoyde, to adopt the agenda for the February 11, 

2021, Board of Nursing meeting. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  

Abstain: None.  Absent: Thalken and Werth.  Motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTESAN 

MOTION:  Stones made the motion, seconded by Lefler, to approve the consent agenda. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  

Abstain: None.  Absent: Thalken and Werth.  Motion carried. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEEAN 

MOTION:  The Education Committee moved that the Board approve MidPlains Community College’s NURS 

1405 LPN to ADN Bridge Course and NURS 1405 Clinical Evaluation Tool.  

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  

Abstain: None.  Absent: Thalken and Werth.  Motion carried. 

MOTION:  The Education Committee moved that the Board approve the UNMC College of Nursing courses 

NRSG XXX Hematology/Oncology Care Consideration, NRSG 481 Professional Nurses’ Role in Health 

Care System in the United States, NRSG 482 Patient Centered Care, Family Centered Care, and 

Relationship with Professional Health Care Team, NRSG 483 Clinical Practicum in Nursing in the U.S. 

Health Care Context, and NRS 483 Clinical Practicum in Nursing in the U.S. Health Care Context Evaluation 

Tool. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  

Abstain: None.  Absent: Thalken and Werth.  Motion carried. 

MOTION:  Hoover made the motion, seconded by Delahoyde, that the Board approve the Southeast 

Community College Innovative Approach: Clinical Academic Partnerships. 

Motl asked if the proposal, in which selected students earn clinical hours under the supervision of a mentor 

nurse rather than an instructor, will place too much responsibility on the mentor nurse.  Ruiz noted that the 

student and mentor would meet weekly with the instructor. Reznicek said she was not aware of any other 

programs in Nebraska using a similar approach, but that the National Council of State Boards of Nursing 

has encouraged approaches similar to the Southeast Community College proposal.  Lefler said that if RNs 

mentor LPN students, that there should be clear guidelines in place because not all RNs are aware of what 

LPNs can and cannot do.  Delahoyde said that the proposal incorporates extensive training prior to the 

mentoring experience for both mentor and student.  Ruiz said that students and mentors will need to apply 

for the program and that they will be carefully screened. Members agreed that the approach should be 

approved as a pilot program and that the school should provide an update to the board after one semester 

for continued approval. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  Abstain: 

Ruiz.  Absent: Thalken and Werth.  Motion carried. 

PRACTICE COMMITTEE CAN 

MOTION:  The Practice Committee moved that the Board reaffirm the Patient Abandonment Advisory 

Opinion and the Nurses’ Accountability to Perform Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation Advisory Opinion. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  

Abstain: None.  Absent: Thalken and Werth.  Motion carried. 
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PROPOSED REGULATIONS:  CHAPTER 97 Re 

Oertwich reported that the second public hearing for Chapter 97 (the Regulations Governing the Approval 

of Basing Nursing Programs in Nebraska) will be held on February 25, 2021, at 10:00 a.m.  Members and 

the public can attend the hearing via teleconference. 

2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION-  

Oertwich reported on three bills that have been introduced in the Legislature.  LB263 and LB390 both 

provide routes to occupational licensure in Nebraska by persons who are licensed in other states or by the 

U.S. Military.  Oertwich noted that as with the legislation that passed several years ago which instituted 

temporary licenses specifically for military spouses, the 2021 license reciprocity proposals would not 

expedite the licensure process for most RNs and LPNs using Nebraska’s current endorsement application 

process.  Another bill, LB416, would require licensed health care workers in Nebraska to take implicit bias 

training and would also approve Medicaid reimbursement for doula services to postpartum women. 

RN RENEWALS 

Oertwich reported that the online renewal site for RN renewals has been open for approximately three 

weeks.  Over 3,000 RNs have already renewed.  Postcards notifying RNs that the renewal site is open 

were just mailed out, but it may take a couple of weeks for some RNs to receive their cards.  The DHHS 

license look-up website has experienced technical difficulties recently, which has led to calls from people 

who use the site to verify that an RN license has been renewed.  

NCSBN MIDYEAR MEETING  

Oertwich encouraged members interested in attending the National Council of State Boards of Nursing’s 

MidYear Meeting to register as soon as possible.  Even though the event will be held virtually, there is still 

a limit on the number of attendees.  Oertwich said that there is no cost for members to attend.  Motl noted 

that the presentations at the Midyear Meeting are generally high quality and informative.   

JOURNAL ARTICLE DISCUSSION 

Members discussed the article “A Regulatory Response to Healthcare Serial Killing” by Erin Tilley, 
Catherine Devion, et al. in the April 2019 issue of the Journal of Nursing Regulation.  Stones noted that the 
topic was a bit on the extreme side, but she hoped it would prompt useful discussion.  Ruiz thought that the 
scenarios described in the article would be less likely to go undetected in Nebraska, especially given then 
large amounts of insulin that were used. Stones wondered if travel nursing makes it harder to track 
suspicious patterns. Dey noted that many people are unaware that employment terminations, such as 
cancelled contracts for travelers, should be reported.  Anderson referred to the case of Charles Cullen, 
described in the book The Good Nurse, and how he jumped from facility to facility at a time when many 
states did not have mandatory reporting laws for loss of employment.  Anderson also noted that it would be 
helpful if more courts reported criminal convictions against health care licensees as required by the Uniform 
Credentialing Act.  Stones asked if facilities can be penalized for not reporting terminations of health care 
licensees.  Hampton said that facilities can be penalized for not mandatorily reporting.  Hampton noted that 
professional boards do not have jurisdiction over facilities, but if a board becomes aware of a situation 
where the termination of a licensee may have gone unreported, the board can refer the case for to Facility 
Licensing for an investigation.  Motl said that nurses might sense that another nurse’s behaviors or patterns 
or concerning, but because their suspicions are based on “gut instinct,” they are hesitant to say anything. 
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COMMUNICATION  

COVID-19 Updates –.Oertwich reported that staff are continuing to issue provisional licenses to new LPN 

and RN graduates who have not yet taken NCLEX. 

Nursing News – Oertwich reported that the next edition of Nursing News will be distributed in a few weeks.  

The issue will include an article on the educational needs of rural nurses, an article on the joint opinion 

issued by Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Board and the Board of Nursing, and an article about 

whether APRNs can prescribe products that are not FDA approved  

Staff Updates – Oertwich reported a new Licensing Specialist has been hired and will start on February 

22nd.  

9:55 a.m. Meeting went into recess. Hampton left the meeting. 
10:15 a.m. Meeting reconvened. Dey was not present. 

CLOSED SESSION 

MOTION:  Lefler made the motion, seconded by Delahoyde, for the Board to go into closed session for the 

purpose of reviewing and discussing investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential 

information, and for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of the individuals. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  

Abstain: None.  Absent: Dey, Thalken, and Werth.  Motion carried. 

10:17 a.m. Meeting went into closed session. 

Motl announced that the Board was in closed session for the purpose of reviewing and discussing 
investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential information, and for the prevention of 
needless injury to the reputation of the individuals. 

10:18 a.m. Dey returned to the meeting. 
11:00 a.m. Dey left the meeting. 
11:11 a.m. Lefler left the meeting. 
11:13 a.m. Kula left the meeting. 
11:16 a.m. Lefler returned to the meeting. 
11:17 a.m. Kula returned to the meeting. 
11:33 a.m. Delahoyde and Stones left the meeting. 
11:36 a.m. Delahoyde and Stones returned to the meeting. 
11:43 a.m. Delahoyde and Stones left the meeting. 
11:48 a.m. Delahoyde and Stones returned to the meeting. 
12:06 p.m. Anderson and Hart left the meeting. 
12:08 p.m. Hampton returned to the meeting. 
12:31 p.m. Meeting returned to open session. 

LICENSURE RECOMMENDATIONS 

LAWREN OUMAR SAH – LPN APPLICANT & RN APPLICANT 

MOTION:  Stones made the motion, seconded by Delayhoyde, to recommend denying Lawren Oumar 

Sah’s application for an LPN license and his application for an RN license based on misrepresentation of 

material facts on a license application and failure to cooperate with an investigation. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  

Abstain: None.  Absent: Thalken and Werth.  Motion carried. 
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TYLER ZIEGELBEIN – RN APPLICANT 

MOTION:  Stones made the motion, seconded by Ruiz, to recommend issuing an unrestricted license to 

Tyler Ziegelbien. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  

Abstain: None.  Absent: Thalken and Werth.  Motion carried. 

CAITLIN M. CLARK – RN REINSTATEMENT FROM DISCIPLINE 

MOTION:  Stones made the motion, seconded by Delahoyde, to deny Caitlin Clark’s application for early 

release from probation because there is no due cause for early termination of probation and because 

insufficient evidence was presented to substantiate a change in circumstances. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  

Abstain: None.  Absent: Thalken and Werth.  Motion carried. 

GRETCHEN KREUTZ – RN REINSTATEMENT FROM DISCIPLINE 

MOTION: Hoover made the motion, seconded by Lefler, to recommend reinstating Gretchen Kreutz’s RN 
license on probation for two years with the following terms and conditions:  abstain from alcohol; abstain 
from controlled substances and other prescription drugs unless prescribed by the treating practitioner; 
verification from treating practitioner of all prescription medications; report all prescription medications 
taken; submit to random body fluid screens; advise Department of any professional counseling and submit 
reports; comply with treatment recommendations including recommendations for attendance at support 
group meetings and sponsor; practice under direct RN supervision for one (1) year, followed by practicing 
under indirect RN supervision for one (1) year; have no access to controlled substances in the course of 
nursing employment for one (1) year, followed by access to controlled substances under direct supervision 
for one (1) year; active practice for 2080 hours; notify the Department within seven days of receipt of any 
criminal citations, filing of criminal complaints, or other contact with law enforcement; provide notice of 
disciplinary proceedings to employer and other states where licensed; provide quarterly employer reports; 
shall not provide nursing services for staffing agencies or in home health care; provide written notice to 
Department of any employment, address or phone changes within seven (7) days; comply with all reports, 
notices or other documentation from the Department; promptly respond to Department regarding 
compliance during probation; obey all state and federal laws, rules and regulations regarding practice of 
nursing and must report any violations of the above to Department within seven days; pay any costs 
associated with ensuring compliance, and appear at any meetings of the Board of Nursing when requested.  
The recommendation for probation is based upon a diagnosis of a substance use disorder and violation of 
the Uniform Controlled Substances Act. The recommendation for reinstatement is based on applicant’s 
current participation in treatment, completion of intensive outpatient treatment, compliance with treatment 
recommendations, active involvement in the substance abuse/addiction recovery process, reported period 
of sobriety from June 1, 2019, positive letters of recommendation, and providing the Board with a relapse 
prevention plan. 

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, and Stones.  Voting No: None.  

Abstain: None.  Absent: Thalken and Werth.  Motion carried. 

ASHLEY STUTZMAN (AKA ASHLEY GOODRICH) – LPN REINSTATEMENT FROM DISCIPLINE 

MOTION:  Stones made the motion, seconded by Hoover, to recommend reinstating Ashley Stutzman’s 

LPN license without restrictions.  The recommendation for reinstatement is based on current participation 

in treatment, compliance with treatment recommendations, and multiple positive letters of reference.  

Voting Yes:  Delahoyde, Dey, Herbek, Hoover, Kula, Lefler, Motl, Ruiz, Stones, Thalken, and Werth.  

Voting No: None.  Abstain: None.  Absent: Taylor.  Motion carried. 
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CONCLUSION AND ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherri Joyner 

Health Licensing Coordinator 


