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Minutes of the February 2, 2021 
Board of Occupational Therapy Video Conference Meeting 

1. ROLL CALL

Dr. Alfred Bracciano, Chairperson, called the meeting of the Board of Occupational Therapy to 
order at 9:06 a.m. on Tuesday, February 2, 2021 in the Licensure Unit Conference Room 1 at 
the Nebraska State Office Building located at 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, Nebraska.  In 
accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1411 of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, copies of the 
agenda were e-mailed to the Board members and other interested parties, posted on the DHHS 
web site at https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx, and posted in the 
Licensure Unit on January 26, 2021. 

Bracciano announced that this is an open meeting and the Open Meetings Act is posted. 

Members Present: The following members answered roll call: 
Dr. Alfred Bracciano, Chairperson 
Marcus Doughty, Secretary 
Nancy Peetz, Member 

Members Absent: 
Mary Walsh-Sterup, Vice Chairperson 

Others Present:  
Natalee Hart, Assistant Attorney General 
Suzanna Glover-Ettrich, DHHS Attorney 
Claire Covert-ByBee, Program Manager 
Antonio Carranza, Health Licensing Coordinator 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOTION:  Peetz moved, seconded by Doughty to adopt the agenda.  Voting aye: Bracciano, 
Doughty and Peetz.  Absent: Walsh-Sterup. Voting nay: None. Motion carried. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JANUARY 25, 2021 EMERGENCY MEETING

MOTION:  Peetz moved, seconded by Doughty to approve the minutes from the January 25, 
2021 Emergency Meeting as written.   Voting aye: Bracciano, Doughty and Peetz.  Absent: 
Walsh-Sterup. Voting nay: None. Motion carried. 

4. INVESTIGATIONAL & CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION/REPORTS – CLOSED SESSION

MOTION:  Peetz moved, seconded by Doughty to move into closed session at 9:10 a.m. to hear 
discussions regarding confidential information and to protect the reputation of individuals named 
or referenced in such discussions.  Voting aye: Bracciano, Doughty and Peetz.  Absent: Walsh-
Sterup. Voting nay: None. Motion carried. 
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5.  BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS ON APPLICATIONS– OPEN SESSION   
  
MOTION:  Peetz moved, seconded by Doughty to recommend approval of the Occupational 
Therapy Assistant certification application for Alexandria Walenz.  Voting aye: Bracciano, 
Doughty and Peetz.  Absent: Walsh-Sterup. Voting nay: None. Motion carried. 
 
6.  REGULATION UPDATE 
 
Covert-ByBee stated there is no new information on the regulations, all chapters for her boards 
including Occupational Therapy have been officially promulgated.  She stated that if LB 15 
adopting the Occupational Therapy Practice Interstate Compact is signed into law then the 
regulations may need to be opened up and revised again to ensure the compact can be 
functional.  
 
7.  LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
Covert-ByBee gave a report about the hearing for LB 15 Adoption of the Occupational Therapy 
Practice Interstate Compact.  She was able to watch the hearing and stated she did not hear 
any testimony in opposition or anything in particular that sounded problematic.  There were over 
forty letters of testimony submitted in support of the bill.  She explained the next step is for the 
Health and Human Services Committee to discuss the bill and determine if it should be sent to 
the floor for debate.  If they do that, the entire legislature would have the opportunity to discuss 
the bill and determine if there should be any amendments and ultimately vote on the bill.  If it 
were to pass then it would go to the Governor’s office and once the Governor signed the bill it 
would go into effect ninety days after the adjournment of the legislative session.   
 
Covert-ByBee also mentioned LB 436 which would change the scope of practice for Athletic 
Trainers in Nebraska and is the culmination of the credentialing review process.  The main 
change would be an expansion of the population athletic trainers can treat.  LB 390 would 
create a new pathway for licensure based on reciprocity for most professions under the Uniform 
Credentialing Act including Occupational Therapy.  It would be different than a potential 
compact privilege.  LB 416 would add a requirement to complete implicit bias training for all 
professions under the Uniform Credentialing Act and provide for duties and funding relating to 
postpartum care and maternal health.  Lastly, Covert-ByBee advised LB 14 which would adopt 
the Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology Compact was introduced with the same 
language used as last session. 
 
8.  COVID-19 AND LICENSURE 
 
Covert-ByBee shared that Executive Orders 20-36 and 21-02 allowed for public meetings 
including our Board meetings to be held virtually through the end of April, 2021.  She also 
mentioned that Executive Order 20-27 was extended with Executive Order 20-37 extending that 
order until 30 days after the lifting of the public health emergency declaration.   
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9.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
MOTION:  After discussion, Peetz moved, seconded by Doughty to keep the same slate of 
officers with Bracciano as Chairperson, Walsh-Sterup as Vice-Chairperson, Doughty as 
Secretary and Bracciano as Investigative Consultant.  Voting aye: Bracciano, Doughty and 
Peetz.  Absent: Walsh-Sterup. Voting nay: None. Motion carried. 
 
10.  NOTICE OF MEETING PUBLICATION 
 
The Board is required to inform the public each year of the method by which it will provide notice 
of meetings. In the past, the Board has elected to post meeting agendas at the Nebraska State 
Office Building, email the agenda to the interested parties list, and post agendas on the 
Department’s website. 
 
MOTION:  Doughty moved, seconded by Peetz to continue with the current notification process.  
Voting aye: Bracciano, Doughty and Peetz.  Absent: Walsh-Sterup. Voting nay: None. Motion 
carried. 
 
11.  LICENSURE APPLICATION PROCESSING REPORT 
 
Carranza presented the Licensure Application Processing Report.  This was for informational 
purposes only. 
 
12.  UPDATE ON NEW LICENSURE DATABASE 
 
Covert-ByBee stated that the Licensure Unit has started the process of implementing a new 
licensure database.  The Department has contracted with Visual Vault to build the licensure 
database, which will be called LANCE (Licensing And Credentialing Environment).  The 
projected start date for LANCE is September 2021.  The database is designed to be all 
electronic so licensees will be able to create a profile, complete their application, pay any fees 
and submit supporting documentation all online allowing the Department to review all 
applications through the same system.  The Department and Visual Vault have begun going 
through reviews of all the license types processed by the licensure unit and determining what 
the system needs to be able to accomplish.  
 
13. TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
Suggested topics for the next meeting include legislative update and particularly LB 15, COVID-
19 and licensure and an update on the new licensure database.  
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:06 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Marcus Doughty, Secretary 




