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Overview

The Nebraska Board of Nursing maintains a neutral position regarding the proposal to
allow Nurse Practitioners (NPs) to utilize fluoroscopy in clinical practice within the state of
Nebraska. In alignment with its mandate to protect the public while supporting a regulatory
framework that is proportionate and not overly burdensome, the Board offers the following
considerations.

Patient Safety and Scope of Practice

The central concern in this proposal is not merely the equipment being used—such as
fluoroscopy—but rather the procedures being performed. While equipment choice is
important, the appropriateness and safety of procedures within a provider’s scope of
practice must remain the primary focus.

Ultrasound, notably, should always be considered as an alternative when feasible. Its safety
profile—lacking ionizing radiation exposure—makes it an optimal tool in many settings.
When properly applied, ultrasound can enhance procedural accuracy and patient outcomes
without the risks associated with radiation.

Regulatory Perspective and Competency

The Board concurs with the applicant’s statement that NPs may or may not receive formal
education in fluoroscopy during their graduate programs. Therefore, fluoroscopy privileges
must hinge upon demonstrated competency, appropriate training, and a clear delineation of
procedures that fall within the individual NP’s scope of practice and population foci.

The regulatory precedent set by Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) using
fluoroscopy provides a viable framework for NPs. The following CRNA-based regulatory
elements could be considered foundational for NP fluoroscopy credentialing:

1. Completion of an approved radiation safety course as a prerequisite.



2. Development of policies or advisory opinions outlining specific procedures where
fluoroscopy use is appropriate and within NP scope.

3. Peer-reviewed competency validation, with initial oversight by a qualified provider
during a set number of procedures.

Recommended Licensure and Practice Requirements

To ensure safe integration of fluoroscopy into NP practice, the following minimum
standards are recommended:

1. Examination or assessment documenting the NP’s understanding of radiation physics,
safety, and regulatory guidelines.

2. Practice environment standards that safeguard patients, providers, and all clinical
personnel from unnecessary exposure.

3. Evidence-based policies ensuring the use of fluoroscopy only in procedures where it
provides clinical benefit at a low risk and aligns with the NP’s defined scope of practice.

Conclusion

This proposal opens an important discussion on the role of advanced practice nurses in
using diagnostic and interventional imaging tools. However, it must be grounded in a
broader evaluation of procedural scope, competency assurance, and safeguards to protect
the public. The Board supports further exploration of this proposal under the principles of
patient safety, provider accountability, and right-touch regulation.



