
What if I want Palliative Care Services and my family doesn’t? 

If you have been diagnosed with a serious illness such as cancer, heart disease, respiratory 
disease, neurological or metabolic diseases, palliative care may be an important option for you to 
consider. If you desire palliative care services but your family members do not share the same 
sentiment, it can present some challenges. However, it's crucial to prioritize your own well-being 
and ensure you receive the care you need. Here are a few steps you can consider:  
 
* Communicate your needs: Start by having open and honest conversations with your family 
members about your wishes and the importance of palliative care for you. Clearly express why it 
matters to you and how it can improve your quality of life. Help them understand that palliative 
care focuses on enhancing your comfort, managing symptoms, and providing emotional support. 
* Educate your family: Many misconceptions and misunderstandings surround palliative care. 
Take the initiative to educate your family members about what palliative care entails, its benefits, 
and how it differs from hospice care. Share relevant resources, articles, or personal stories to help 
them gain a better understanding. 
* Involve healthcare professionals: Engage the assistance of healthcare professionals, such as 
your primary care physician or a palliative care specialist, to explain the value of palliative care to 
your family members. They can provide medical expertise, answer questions, and address any 
concerns your family may have. 
* Seek support from palliative care providers: Reach out to local palliative care providers or 
organizations and discuss your situation with them. They may be able to provide guidance, 
resources, and support, even if your family is initially reluctant. They can help you navigate the 
process, assess your needs, and develop a plan that respects your wishes while involving your 
family to the extent possible. 
* Consider alternative sources of support: If your family remains resistant to palliative care, 
explore alternative sources of support. Look into local support groups, counseling services, or 
community organizations that can offer guidance, emotional support, and practical assistance 
during your palliative care journey. 

 
Remember, it's important to advocate for your own well-being and ensure that your preferences 
are respected. While it may be challenging to navigate differing opinions within your family, 
seeking support from healthcare professionals and palliative care providers can help you access 
the care you need and make informed decisions about your health and quality of life. 


