FFY2027 NCDD RFA Questions & Answers
Addendum for RFAs numbers 7571, 7572, & 7573
Applications due October 26, 2026

	NAME
	Question
	Answer

	Question #1 
RFA #7573
	Does this include those with learning disabilities?
	Per DD Act Program requirements, the individuals served under the RFA proposal must meet the federal definition of developmental disabilities. (Definition is below.)

Developmental Disability: (federal definition) - The term “developmental disability” means a severe, chronic disability of an individual that: 
· Is attributable to a mental or physical impairment or combination of mental and physical impairments. 
· Is manifested before the individual attains age twenty-two. 
· Is likely to continue indefinitely. 
· Results in substantial functional limitations in three or more of the following areas of major life activity: (a) self-care; (b) receptive and expressive language; (c) learning; (d) mobility; (e) self-direction; (f) capacity for independent living; and (g) economic self-sufficiency. 
· Reflects the individual’s need for a combination and sequence of special, interdisciplinary, or generic services, individualized supports, or other forms of assistance that are of lifelong or extended duration and are individually planned and coordinated. 
· Is an individual from birth to age 9, inclusive, who has a substantial developmental delay or specific congenital or acquired condition, may be considered to have a developmental disability without meeting three or more functional limitations in major life activities, if the individual, without services and supports, has a high probability of meeting those criteria later in life. 

Although "learning" is one of seven major life activities used to determine functional limitations, the federal developmental disability requirements require substantial limitations in three or more areas, such as self-care, learning, mobility, etc. 

Therefore, an individual with only a learning disability would not qualify under the DD Act definition, as they lack the necessary combination of limitations.


	Question #2
RFA #7573
	May grant funding be used to expand or strengthen an existing program for individuals with I/DD, or is the funding  intended specifically for the development of a new project?

Could you also please share the full RFA and any additional information regarding the funding amount, grant period, eligible expenses, match requirements, and other important application parameters?
	We apologize for any confusion caused by the initial NCDD RFA announcement.
All NCDD Subaward RFAs, including RFA #7573 and RFA #7571, are posted on the DHHS Grant Funding Opportunities webpage. Grant Funding Opportunities​. 

After navigating to the page, scroll past the closed Rural Health Transformation Program opportunities to locate the NCDD announcements.

Select the arrow next to the RFA you are interested in to open the full set of documents. The first document, labeled “Request for Applications,” contains all detailed information, with additional materials listed underneath.

On September 18, 2026, NCDD shared screenshots with the entity asking this question, outlining these steps:        
· Step One: Go to the DHHS Grant Funding Opportunities webpage and scroll down.
· Step Two: Locate the NCDD RFAs.
· Step Three: Click the arrow next to the desired RFA to expand the menu and access the documents.

Answer to question on eligible activities: 
Funding through all three NCDD RFAs may be used to expand, strengthen, or enhance existing work, provided that the proposed activities are new, innovative, non‑duplicative, and aligned with the Council’s goals to improve the lives of people with I/DD.

The RFAs do not require applicants to create an entirely new program from scratch. Instead, applicants must propose activities that:                                                                                            
· Address gaps or barriers within the current system
· Introduce new ideas that enhance the lives of people with I/DD
· Include clear, measurable outputs and outcomes                                                                                 
· Do not duplicate or replace services already funded elsewhere
Can be sustained after the one‑year grant period

What this means in practice
Applicants may propose:
· An expansion of an existing self‑advocacy program
· Enhancements to current efforts (e.g., new training modules, expanded outreach, added leadership opportunities)
· A new project that builds on or fits within an existing program structure 
· A pilot or demonstration activity that strengthens or modernizes existing services

Applicants may not propose:
· Routine operating costs
· Continuation of the exact same activities without meaningful innovation 
· Services already funded by state, federal, or private sources 
· Work that duplicates or replaces existing services for people with I/DD and their families

Proposed activities must also align with the requirements listed on pages 11 and 12 of the RFA.

	Question #3
RFA #7573
	Can this funding be used to expand or strengthen an existing self-advocacy program, or is the expectation that applicants develop a new project?

Could you also please provide the full RFA/application materials and any additional details regarding the funding amount, grant period, eligible expenses, match requirements, and other important parameters applicants should be aware of?

	See answer provided above.

	Question #4 
RFA #7571
	Could you please provide the full RFA/application materials and additional information regarding the application process and expectations for this opportunity?

We would especially appreciate clarification on the following:

· What types of projects or activities is NCDD hoping to fund through the Opportunity Subaward?
· Can funding be used to expand, enhance, or strengthen an existing program, or is the expectation that applicants develop a new project?
· What is the available funding amount or anticipated award range?
· What is the grant/project period?
· What expenses are eligible and/or ineligible?
· Is there a match requirement?
· Are there specific outcomes, populations, priorities, or activities that proposed projects are expected to address?
· Are general program staffing, participant supports, transportation, supplies, outreach, or other program-related expenses allowable?

	NCDD provided the entity asking this question with screen shots in an email on 9/18/2026 to provide guidance on how to pull up the specific information about RFA #7573 on the DHHS website. Grant Funding Opportunities​. 

Note: The RFA document provides answers to all of the questions posed.

· What types of projects or activities is NCDD hoping to fund through the Opportunity Subaward?
Answer: The subaward proposal will address one of the NCDD 2027-2031 Five-Year State Plan Goals and Objectives. Applicants are provided the flexibility to propose an innovative project addressing any of the objectives noted under Goal One [Strengthening Systems for Community Inclusion] or Goal Two [Strengthening Advocacy, Leadership, and Information Access].  Pages 11-14 of RFA #7571 provides additional information and suggestions to what NCDD is seeking in proposals. 

· Can funding be used to expand, enhance, or strengthen an existing program, or is the expectation that applicants develop a new project?
Answer: Yes, funding can be used to expand, enhance, or strengthen an existing project. It is not an expectation 
that applicants develop a new project. 

· What is the available funding amount or anticipated award range?
Answer: The award ceiling for RFA #7571 is $20,000 per applicant, as stated on pages 1 and 4 of the RFA.

· What is the grant/project period?
Answer: The project period is January 1, 2027, through December 31, 2027. 

· What expenses are eligible and/or ineligible?
Answer: See pages 5 and 6 of RFA.

· Is there a match requirement?
Answer: Yes. See pages 29 and 30 for details on match requirement. 

· Are there specific outcomes, populations, priorities, or activities that proposed projects are expected to address?
Answer: Yes. See pages 10-14 of RFA.  


	Question #5
RFA 7571
	I would just like to confirm whether BTWP’s current Nebraska nonprofit status is sufficient while federal 501(c)(3) recognition is pending and ask for the exact award ceiling/match rules for RFA 7571.

	Yes. BTWP’s current Nebraska nonprofit status, together with having an EIN and a submitted 501(c)(3) application, is sufficient to be eligible for the NCDD subaward. Pending federal recognition from the IRS does not disqualify the organization.
Once approved, the IRS will grant 501(c)(3) status retroactively to the date the application was filed. Any awards received during the pending period remain valid and allowable under federal rules.                                                                        
 
The award ceiling for RFA #7571 is $20,000 per applicant, as stated on pages 1 and 4 of the RFA.

Match Requirements:
Council funds may cover up to 75% of total project costs. Subrecipients must provide the remaining 25% through either cash or in‑kind match.

To calculate the minimum match required, divide the amount of Council funds requested by 3. For example, requesting the full $20,000 would require a minimum match of approximately $6,666.

See pages 29 and 30 of the RFA for detailed information on match requirements.


	Question #6
RFA #7571 and RFA #7573
	Before proceeding, would you please confirm whether a Nebraska for-profit LLC is an eligible applicant under RFA #7571 and/or RFA #7573? If not, may an LLC participate as a contracted program partner or subcontractor to an eligible applicant?
	Under both RFAs, for‑profit entities—including LLCs—are not permitted to apply as primary applicants. 

However, a for‑profit LLC may participate in either funding opportunity as a contracted program partner or subcontractor under an eligible applicant.



	Question #7
	Can a 501 (c) 6 apply for a NCDD subaward? 
	According to the eligibility section in the RFAs #7571, #7572, and #7573, eligible entities include nonprofit entities, while individuals and for‑profit organizations may not apply. 

A 501(c)(6) (such as a chamber of commerce, business league, or professional association) is legally classified as a nonprofit organization, even though it is not a charitable 501(c)(3). RFA #s Because the RFA does not restrict eligibility only to 501(c)(3)s and instead allows nonprofit entities broadly, a 501(c)(6) meets the nonprofit requirement.





