
Family First Prevention 
and Services Act (FFPSA)

Investing in Prevention and Supporting Families



What is FFPSA and Why is it Valuable?



FFPSA Funding and Application



Candidacy Definition
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FFPSA EBP/Area Implementation Timeline

Phase I
Initial Small-scale Launch in 

WSA/CSA with a select number 

of EBPs currently in place

Phase II
Added EBP’s, Add Northern 

Service Area (NSA)

Discuss Community Pathway 

* Aligns with Referral Module 

Implementation 

Phase III
Added EBP’s 

and Full State 

Implementation
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EBP Implementation Timeline







Integration of FFPSA into 
Community Prevention 



A “community pathway” is any avenue that families can use to access title 

IV-E funded prevention services through Family First outside of the 

traditional child welfare service delivery & case management context

Who provides service delivery & case management in a community 

pathway? Options include but are not limited to:

1. Contracted community-based agencies (e.g., FRC’s., community collabs)

2. Specific evidence-based prevention service providers (e.g., home visitors)

3. Non-child welfare public agency partners (e.g., homelessness, behavioral 

health, public assistance, etc.)



Community Pathways

Paradigm shift to build community capacity and strengthen families upstream and prevent 
maltreatment  

Communities provide support and critical services within FFPSA continuum without 
formal system involvement

Leverages federal IV-E funding through Family First for prevention services outside of 
system involvement

HFA prevention pathway example

In all pathways, the IV-E agency, or entity with IV-E agreement, must make the candidacy 
determination



Broaden FFPSA Candidacy

Use information learned from the initial phase of 
implementation to drive later phases

Data will be utilized to better understand the needs 
of families and help inform an amended definition

The Gaps/Needs Analysis will be utilized to better 
inform children and families that are eligible to 

receive FFPSA programming. 



closed 
CPS

*.



 Single access point resources 

 Families can call themselves to ask for assistance

 Any other caller type can call for resources or guidance to support a family

 Intended for calls that do not need the level of intervention through the CPS Hotline/CFS

 Screened-out CFS hotline calls could be referred to the Warmline after screening

 Initial needs screening 

 Navigation to connect to the right resource in a closed-loop referral system 







Submit adjusted 
Prevention Plan for 

federal approval

Build up 
infrastructure to 
capture required 
fidelity and data 

information 

Statutory Review 

Meet with providers 
to discuss bringing 
up/building capacity 

of EBPs. 

Develop and 
implement 

processes for a 
warmline and 

community pathway

What is needed to proceed? 



dhhs.ne.gov

For more information:

dhhs.ne.gov
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