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Surgeon General Call to Action
Maternal Health Initiatives 2020

1. Reduce maternal deaths — Getting worse
2. Reduce severe maternal complications identified during delivery 
hospitalizations — Getting worse
3. Reduce cesarean births among low-risk women with no prior births — 
Getting worse
4. Increase the proportion of pregnant women who receive early and adequate 
prenatal care — Getting worse











ALIGN Group



ALIGN GOAL
Reduce Nebraska Infant 

Mortality

Rural

Urban All Races and
  Ethnicities

Regardless of 
Insurance Payor

< 4 per 1,000 live births 
by 2030





How do we compare?



Nebraska Infant Mortality Disparities 



Nebraska Preterm Birth Racial and Ethnic 
Disparities



Maternal Health & Healthcare Drive Outcomes



Nebraska Prenatal Care Racial and Ethnic 
Disparities





Fewer Than Half Of Rural Hospitals Now Have 
Maternity Units

“A growing number of rural hospitals have been shutting their labor and 
delivery units, forcing pregnant women to travel longer distances for care 
or face giving birth in an emergency department.”
“Fewer than half of rural hospitals now have maternity units, prompting 
government officials and families to scramble for answers.” 
“Closures have worsened so-called ‘maternity care deserts’ – counties 
with no hospitals or birth centers that offer obstetric care and no OB 
providers.”

AP [mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com] (9/17/23)

https://mcas-proxyweb.mcas.ms/certificate-checker?login=false&originalUrl=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com.mcas.ms%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fmailview.bulletinhealthcare.com%2Fmailview.aspx%3Fm%3D2023091801aap%26r%3D8281403-e3ee%26l%3D01d-6f4%26t%3Dc__%3B!!JkUDQA!Mef3BwfjDj3LwKukT3bUiAMgiVaPnKWIIphvZbFY5VZs-q3TqNhPk5tgwtmU0GDzfhBUCOGnTjFx-rvkxmPIVebvFC7-FbiNmJfDeNI%24%26McasTsid%3D20893&McasCSRF=e1c61aa76170999e3467b19a4bebc581fcdd4f24acb48f0f2cbb9bdee3aeee2d


https://www.marchofdimes.org/peristats/reports/nebraska/maternity-care-deserts

Nebraska



Nebraska is Losing Rural Delivery 
Centers

• 2017 Nebraska had 54 birthing facilities
• Jan of 2024 Nebraska will have 46 birthing facilities
• Six critical access hospitals have discontinued OB services since 2020, 

with 1 additional facility discontinuing services at the end of 2023.
• Importantly we have had two new birthing facilities open in the same 

community as an existing center 
• Net loss of 10 rural birthing facilities since 2017







Perinatal 
Mental 
Health





Nebraska Progress



WIC Utilization
• Since 1975 WIC demonstrates:

• Lower rates of food insecurity
• Improved nutrition
• Improved birth outcomes
• Lower medical costs

• USDA estimates ~50% of eligible families receive WIC benefits

• Military families thought to experience lower enrollment rates (<1%)



• WIC enrollment during pregnancy has been shown:
• 23% – reduction in likelihood of NICU admissions
• 29 – 48% – decreased rates of preterm birth
• 23 – 36% – reduction in low birth weight
• 22 – 31% – decrease in perinatal death



Birth Outcomes: Nebraska in Comparison
Relative to other states in the Midwest and nationally, Nebraska has high rates of 
overall maternal mortality, maternity care deserts, and disparities for Black and Native 
infants.

Nebraska ranks in the top five in the U.S. for highest rates of: 
a) maternity care deserts and b) Black or African American infant mortality rates

(CDC, March of Dimes)



Call to Action - Nebraska
• Extension of Post-partum Medicaid Coverage to 12 

months
• Optimize Pathways for Early Entry to Prenatal Care
• Early Entry into WIC with Continued Expanded Benefits 

for fruits and vegetables
• Coverage of Doula Care
• Expansion of Maternal Mental Health Access
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