
 TIPS FOR TEACHERS 
FRONT: What you need to know to support students receiving home and community-based services.  
BACK: How to connect students who may be eligible and in need of support. 
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DIVISION OF DISABILITY AND AGING 

Medicaid Home and Community-Based Services Waivers 
Nebraska has five Medicaid Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) waivers to provide services to people in their homes and communities.  

• Based on age and needs, a student may receive services on a waiver.  
• The school and DHHS should partner to ensure school and waiver services work together for the student’s success.  
• When a student is on a waiver, they have a local Service Coordinator (SC). Their SC should attend their IEP meetings. This will help the 

school and waiver services work together. The parent/guardian should request the school invite the SC. 

Aged and Disabled 
(AD) Waiver 

Traumatic Brain 
Injury (TBI) Waiver 

Family Support 
Waiver (FSW) 

Developmental 
Disabilities Adult Day 

(DDAD) Waiver 

Comprehensive 
Developmental Disabilities 

(CDD) Waiver 

Nursing Facility (NF) Level of Care DD Waivers:  Intermediate Care Facility for Individuals with 
Intellectual Disabilities (ICF/IID) Level of Care 

Services Available on each Waiver 
AD Quick Guide  TBI Quick Guide DD Quick Guide – Three waivers, one guide. 

Who the Waiver Serves 

All ages with a 
disability. 

Ages 18 + with 
TBI. 

Ages birth 
through 21 

years, with a 
developmental 

disability. 
This DD waiver 

serves most people 
under 21 years old. 

Ages 21 years + 
with a 

developmental 
disability. 

This DD waiver is 
received at 21 years 
old, when the school 

year ends.  

All ages with a 
developmental disability. 

Received when an 
assessment determines need. 

When a person has this before 
age 21, additional funding for 

day services added upon 
completing school. 

Service Coordination – find a student’s Service Coordinator 
Ages 3-17: DHHS Offices 

(AD SC Map) 
Ages 18 +: Area Agencies 

on Aging (AAA Map) or 
League of Human Dignity 

(LHD Map). 

Area Agencies on 
Aging (AAA Map) or 
League of Human 
Dignity (LHD Map). 

DHHS Local Offices (DD SC Map) 

https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/AD%20Waiver%20Quick%20Guide.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/TBI%20Waiver%20Quick%20Guide.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/Medicaid%20HCBS%20DD%20Waivers%20Quick%20Guide.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/ADSC%20Directory%20with%20Map.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Medicaid%20SUA/AAA%20Map.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/IndependentLivingCenters_Map.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Medicaid%20SUA/AAA%20Map.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/IndependentLivingCenters_Map.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/DD%20SC%20Directory%20with%20Map.pdf
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Application and Eligibility 
DHHS requires an application to determine eligibility. A person should apply when they have a need for 
services and think they may be eligible. Not everyone who has an Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
or is eligible for Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) will be eligible for a waiver. An application can be 
completed electronically or on paper. The online application through iServe is available in English and 
Spanish. The paper application is available in additional languages. 
Anyone can help someone fill out an application. This includes teachers and other educators. A teacher 
should encourage parents to apply when they think a child would benefit from services.  
Whomever is legally responsible needs to sign the application and participate in the process by answering 
questions, providing information, and participating in assessments.  
The waiver application includes a consent to release information. 

Resources 
• iserve.nebraska.gov - Apply online

with iServe. 
• iServe Application Tip Sheet

• Print PDF – English application.
• Application in Other Languages –

Webpage with resources in 15+
languages.

• Eligibility Webpage – Contains
information and resources for
waiver eligibility.

• Medicaid Eligibility Webpage –
Information and resources about
Medicaid eligibility.

• Transition Timeline Checklist –
From NE. Dept. of Education.

The current Individual 
Education Plan (IEP) and  

The last three Multi-Disciplinary 
Team (MDT) reports. 

These will show current limitations. 
Three areas of limitations required for 
a developmental disability:  

• Conceptual – Language, literacy,
money, time, number concepts, and
adaptive functioning.

• Social – Interpersonal, social
responsibility, self-esteem, gullibility,
wariness, social problem solving,
ability to follow laws and rules, and
avoid being victimized.

• Practical – Daily living, personal
care, occupational skills, healthcare,
and mobility.
Eligibility Information for the School

Psychologist 

Useful assessments to include in the MDT: 
Cognitive Assessments 
• Comprehensive Test of Nonverbal Intelligence

(CTONI)
• Kaufman Assessment Battery for Children
• Leiter International Performance Scale (Leiter)
• Reynolds Intelligence Assessment System (RIAS)
• Stanford Binet (SB)
• Universal Nonverbal Intelligence Test (UNIT)
• Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale (WAIS)
• Wechsler Intelligence Scales for Children (WISC)
• Wechsler Nonverbal Scale of Ability (WNV)
• Wechsler Preschool Scales of Intelligence (WPPSI)
• Woodcock-Johnson Cognitive IV

Adaptive Assessments
• Adaptive Behavior Assessment System (ABAS-III)
• Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scale (VABS-3)

Autism-Specific Assessments
• Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised (ADI-R)
• Autism Diagnostic Observation System (ADOS-2)
• Autism Spectrum Rating Scale (ASRS)
• Childhood Autism Rating Scales (CARS)

Application Videos 
AD Waiver 

DD Waivers 
TBI Waiver 

Eligibility Brochures 
AD Waiver 
DD Waivers 
TBI Waiver 

For DD waivers, records requested from the school: 

https://dhhs.ne.gov/TipsforTeachers
https://iserve.nebraska.gov/
https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/Applying%20on%20iServe.pdf
https://public-dhhs.ne.gov/Forms/DisplayPDF.aspx?item=3443
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/DDD-Resources-In-Foreign-Languages.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/DD-Eligibility.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Medicaid-Eligibility.aspx
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Transition-Timeline-sped.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/DHHS-DD%20Letter%20to%20School%20Psychologists.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/DHHS-DD%20Letter%20to%20School%20Psychologists.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/ADapplication
https://youtu.be/hTGAW8EDCzg
https://dhhs.ne.gov/TBIApplication
https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/Eligibility%20for%20AD%20Services.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/Eligibility%20for%20DD%20Services.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/DD%20Documents/Eligibility%20for%20TBI%20Services.pdf
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