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Developmental Disabilities Advisory Committee 
Meeting Notes 

May 11, 2023 

I. Call to order
Lorie Regier called to order the regular meetings of the DD Advisory Committee at 10:05 am
on Thursday, May 11, 2023

II. Roll call
The following persons were present:

Advisory Members Present: Lorie Regier, Dorothy Ackland, Linda Clemens, Lisa 
Pruitt, Dianne DeLair, Diane Focht, Peg Huss, Jennifer Hansen, Cris Petersen, Debbie 
Salomon 
Advisory Members Absent: Michelle Summers, Suzanne Wahlgren, Mark Shriver, 
Kristen Larsen, Stacy Bliss, Christina Zeleski, Kizzie Vaughn, Angela Willey, Jennifer 
Miller 
DHHS Staff:  Tony Green, Tyla Watson, Jenn Clark, Kristen Smith, Britt Sommer, Colin 
Large 
Meeting Attendees: Nikki Kraus, Edith Titamoh, Joe Valenti, Mike Brown,  

III. Approval of Agenda
Diane DeLair moved to approve the agenda as presented, 2nd by Peg Huss, Agenda was
approved as presented.

IV. Approval of Minutes from April 12, 2023 meeting
Cris Petersen made a motion to approve minutes, motion 2nd by Debbie Salomon. Minutes
were approved as presented.

V. Medicaid and Long-Term Care (MLTC) – Matthew Ahern, Deputy Director
 Discussion followed. Some topics discussed/feedback from committee members:

o Telehealth and ABA and how it impacts people in rural areas.
o Best way to know if a provider is enrolled. - MCO website or call the MCO.

Provider would be required to send notice that they are no longer going to
enrolled.

o There seems to be gap on approvals. Example: Kids receiving OT/SLP at
Madonna during the summer. Always have to stop in the middle of the summer
and they have to get recertified.

o Regarding Dashboard: Receiving wait times is nice to know but knowing which
MCO’s are approving therapies or denying services would be more helpful.
Medicaid is in process of making updates to dashboard

o Education to members on who is covered to specific populations may be helpful.
Medicaid has been making an effort of meeting with and talking to stakeholders.
Maybe more helpful to meet with targeted communities.
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o Hard to find an Audiologist that accepts Medicaid, had to hunt for a provider that 
accepts Medicaid.  Not a lack of providers, it’s providers not accepting Medicaid.  
Had to call Boystown and had a 3 month wait.     
 

VI. Redesigning Self-Direction in Home and Community-Based Services – Public 
Consulting Group (PCG)  
 PowerPoint presentation shared with Committee by David Harvath & Suzanne Crips. 
 Follow up: Copy of PowerPoint presentation to be emailed to committee members.  
 Discussion followed.  

 
VII. Public Comments   

 Mike Brown - Fiscal intermediary is it an outside entity. Answer: Yes. The State of 
the Nebraska needs to remove ourselves from the employer/employee relationship. If 
you choose self-direction instead of Agency provider you would use the Fiscal 
Intermediary.  

  Jennifer Hansen – UNMC and other providers have lowered their hiring rate to 16 
years old.  Would like the state to also consider lowering the rate for independent 
providers to 16 to open a larger hiring pool.   

 
VIII. Dianne DeLair requested to move the Old Items of Business up, Dianne needs to leave 

early.  Once Dianne leaves there will not be a quorum present to vote on items.  2nd by Cris. 
Motion carried.   
 

IX. Old Business:  
a. Family Support Waiver Letter  

o Updates were made to the letter since the last meeting - Removed the reference to 
rights restrictions.   

o Would like to see tracking devices/security be allowed through this waiver – 
would like to see it covered in some part of the waiver, as long as there is a need 
that has been identified in the individual plan.  

o Follow up: Jennifer Hansen is to send a copy of the letter for distribution to the 
committee for review prior to the next meeting.  Motion by Jennifer and second 
by Cris to finalize and vote on this document at the next meeting.   
 

b. Future meeting dates suggested for consideration:  
o No meeting – July 2023 
o Wednesday, August 9, 2023  
o Wednesday, September 13, 2023  
o Wednesday, October 11, 2023   
o Wednesday, November 29, 2023 
o No meeting - December 2023 

o Wednesday, January 10, 2024  
o Wednesday, February 14, 2024 
o Wednesday, March 13, 2024 
o Wednesday, April 10, 2024 
o Wednesday, May 8, 2024 
o Wednesday, June 12, 2024 

Cris Petersen moved to approve the suggested meeting dates as presented, 2nd by 
Debbie Salomon.  Motion carried.  
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X. Developmental Disabilities Updates  
a. Registry of Unmet Needs Update  

o HANDOUT:  Registry Statistics May 1, 2023; 
• 2,457 of Registry of need 

o Discussion followed. 
 

b. DD Court-Ordered Custody Act Update 
o HANDOUT:  DD Court-Ordered Custody Act Statistics; 
o 44 Active DD COCA Cases;  

• 3 new cases since April 12, 2023 
o 2 case closed since April 12, 2023  
o Discussion followed.  

 
c. DD Provider upcoming on-time stabilization payments.  

o Developmental Disabilities Providers are to receive a one-time stabilization 
payment in June 2023.  

o Committee emailed a copy of the provider memo on May 2, 2023, is available on 
the DHHS website.  

o Discussion followed.  
 

XI. Quality Update:  
 Britt Sommer has been hired as the new DHHS Administrator working with the Quality 

Team.  
 Liberty Health Care has a New Assistant Director, Paul Murdoch.  
 Liberty has hired additional nurses.  
 Discussion followed.   

 
XII. Family Support Waiver  

 Feedback from Listening Sessions   
o Presentations complete in Omaha, Norfolk, and Grand Island.  Next meeting is in 

Lincoln May 15, 2023. 
 System Evaluation Stakeholder Engagement  

o HANDOUT: CBIZ Optumas - Nebraska Developmental Disabilities Division 
System Eval for LB376 Project Update for DD Advisory Committee May 2023 

o 58 people have signed up for sessions would encourage anyone interested to please 
sign up or encourage those you know that may be interested to do so.  

 Update from CMS Discussion  
o Discuss about reserve capacity vs priorities. Would the committee like the state to 

have reserved capacity or only serve by date of need?  
o Discussion Followed:  

• Feels the top two priorities would be the most important.  
• Do not feel have enough information about those on the list to make a clear 

decision.  
 

XIII. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 2:11 PM. 
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