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Nebraska Opioid Settlement Remediation Advisory Committee Meeting 

September 12, 2022 

Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) Offices, 1335 H Street, Lincoln, NE 

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Meeting Minutes 
 

 

1. Open Meetings Act Statements: 

Chairperson Todd Stull called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed all attendees to the meeting. Chair 

Stull informed attendees that the meeting follows the Open Meetings Act, which was posted at the front sign-in 

table and can be found at https://ago.nebraska.gov/open-meetings.   

 

2. Establishment of a Quorum/Member Roll Call: 

Roll call was conducted, and a quorum was determined to exist, with 19 voting members present. There are 23 

voting members, therefore, quorum would be 13 members present.    

   Voting Members 

Members in Attendance: Ann Anderson-Berry, Susanna Batterman, Kevin Borcher, Mary Ann Borgeson, 

Yohance Christie, Sara Howard, Brandon Kelliher, Jerome Kramer, Christopher Kratochvil, Paul Lambert, 

Dana Miller, Neil Miller, Amy Reynoldson, Cory Schmidt, Deb Schorr, Jason Scott, Kevin Spencer, Todd Stull, 

Bill Tielke. 

Members Absent: Charity Menefee, Marcia Mueting, Brandon Pete, Helen Stockman. 

 

   Non-Voting Attendees  

Members in Attendance: Christy Abraham, Sheri Dawson, Suzanne Gage, Jeri Keller-Heuke, L. Lynn Rex, 

Joshua Shasserre. 

  

3. Opening Remarks/Announcements: 

Chair Stull stated that any public attendees would be able to make comments during the allotted period at 12:30 

p.m. Public attendees were reminded to sign in at the front if they wished to make comments, or if attending 

virtually, to let the moderator know via the virtual chat box.  

Documents pertaining to these meetings, including agendas, past meeting minutes and virtual attendance links, 

can be found on the DHHS Division of Behavioral Health (DBH) website at https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Opioid-

Settlement-Workgroup.aspx. Upcoming meeting information can also be found on the Nebraska Public Meeting 

Calendar at https://www.nebraska.gov/calendar/index.cgi.  

 

Chair Stull reiterated the roles of all stakeholders within this committee. The Attorney General’s office provides 

relevant information and legal interpretations as needed but does not make any recommendations. The 

Department of Health and Human Services disburses the funds but does not make any decisions regarding 

disbursements. This committee is responsible for making relevant decisions and recommendations for these funds. 

To this end, Chair Stull wants to ensure that all committee members are receiving relevant and accurate 

information to guide in these decisions.  

 

4. Approval of August meeting minutes:  

Chair Stull presented the August 1, 2022 meeting minutes for review and confirmed that voting members had 

reviewed these. Chair Stull asked if there were any corrections or comments. Hearing none, Chair Stull asked for 

https://ago.nebraska.gov/open-meetings
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Opioid-Settlement-Workgroup.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Opioid-Settlement-Workgroup.aspx
https://www.nebraska.gov/calendar/index.cgi
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a motion to accept the August 1, 2022 meeting minutes. Motion was made and seconded to accept the August 1, 

2022 minutes. Motion was approved by roll call vote, with 17 ayes and 2 abstains. 

 

5. Conflicts of Interest Disclosures: 

Co-Chair Brandon Kelliher reminded any committee members who have not yet completed a Conflict of Interest 

Disclosure form to do so and return to Jeri Keller-Heuke at DHHS Division of Behavioral Health. There are paper 

copies available at today’s meeting.  

 

6. Review of the Opioid Litigations Settlements and Update Q & A 

Joshua Shasserre, Nebraska Attorney General Chief of Staff, presented examples and illustrations to help clarify 

how funds are being disbursed to Nebraska from the settlement. Discussion focused on acceptable fund use and 

allocation percentages.  

 

Karen Harker, DBH Deputy Director of Finance, provided a Nebraska Opioid Recovery Fund spreadsheet 

template that can be updated and provided to the committee, either to the Disbursement Criteria Subcommittee or 

during future meetings. This spreadsheet gives the current status of how much has been received from each 

settlement, and the remaining balances to be received in the future. 

 

These presentations are attached to the end of these minutes. 

 

7. Subcommittee Updates/Reports: 

• Data/Needs Assessment Subcommittee—Dr. Ann Anderson-Berry reported that the Data/Needs 

Assessment Subcommittee has not held a recent meeting. Members of this subcommittee are Ann 

Anderson-Berry, Amy Reynoldson and Susanna Batterman. 

• Disbursement Criteria Subcommittee—Mary Ann Borgeson reported that the Disbursement Criteria 

Subcommittee has not held a recent meeting. Members of this subcommittee are Mary Ann Borgeson, 

Brandon Kelliher, Deb Schorr and Chris Kratochvil. 

• Outcomes Measurements Subcommittee—Sara Howard reported that the Outcomes Measurements 

Subcommittee has not held a recent meeting. Members of this subcommittee are Sara Howard, Amy 

Reynoldson, Kevin Borcher, Chris Kratochvil and Ann Anderson-Berry. 

 

8. Committee Discussion and Recommendations 

Committee members discussed what types of additional information and data would be needed before making any 

firm decisions regarding Needs Assessment and Disbursement Criteria. 

 

The question was posed as to how law enforcement would be able to apply and use these funds. Feedback 

received from some law enforcement indicates that there is not a high need for more training regarding opioids. 

 

Some committee members shared that they have received inquiries as to whether these funds could be used for 

capital expenditures. Even though capital expenditures are not explicitly listed in Exhibit E: List of Opioid 

Remediation Uses of the Distributor Settlement Agreement, these could be an acceptable use of funds, as part of 

an overall program addressing opioid use. 

 

Public Comment Period 

Philip Lukens, Alliance Chief of Police, highlighted some of the resources and programs that Alliance is already 

utilizing, and noted that there is a high use of volunteers for these programs. Chief Lukens shared the concern as 

to whether the funds allocation will be applied to the most appropriate venues or programs. The question was 
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posed as to how individual municipalities and counties can determine if there will be funds allocated directly to 

them. Fuller details of Chief Lukens’ comments are attached to the end of these minutes. 

 

There was no additional public comment. 

 

9. New Business 

There was no new business identified for today’s meeting. 

 

10. Next Steps/Action Items 

The question was posed as to whether the next scheduled meeting on October 3rd would be too soon after today’s 

meeting, given that this meeting was postponed one week due to Labor Day. It was decided that the next meeting 

would remain on the first Monday of October, as committee members have most likely earmarked the day.  

 

The meeting location was also discussed. Given the amount of discussion that may need to occur for the Needs 

Assessment, it was suggested that the location be moved to a venue closer to the middle of the state, so that more 

committee members can attend in person. Due to the short amount of time until the October meeting, it was 

decided to remain at the current location for this meeting.  

 

11. Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Nebraska Opioid Settlement Remediation Advisory Committee is scheduled for Monday, 

October 3, 2022 at 10:00 a.m., at the Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) Offices, 1335 H Street, 

Lincoln, NE. This meeting is being extended from two hours to three hours, due to the anticipated amount of 

discussion regarding Needs Assessment. 

 

October agenda items to include: 

 Needs Assessment Discussion 

 

If there are additional suggestion for agenda items, please inform Chair Stull at least ten (10) days prior to the 

next meeting.  

 

Adjourn 

The meeting agenda having been completed, the committee voted by acclimation to adjourn. Chair Stull declared 

the meeting adjourned at 12:53 p.m. 
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National Settlement Amount    

X  Nebraska’s Allocable Share (approximately 0.43% for each settlement)  

= State of Nebraska’s Opioid Recovery Fund AND the Direct Share for 93 Counties and 16 Cities.  

 

 

National Settlement Administrator, Brown Greer, wires Nebraska’s Allocable Share of each settlement to DHHS-

DBH for the Opioid Recovery Fund and each City or County that has elected to receive their Direct Share.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Brown Greer wires 85% of Nebraska’s 

allocable share to 

The Nebraska Opioid Recovery Fund,  

As Required by the Opioid Prevention 

and Treatment Act.   

 

Brown Greer wires 15% of Nebraska’s allocable 

share as direct share to cities and counties.  

Direct share is split according to “Exhibit G”.  

Counties and Cities have the option to 

“reallocate” their direct share. 

50% of Opioid Recovery 

Fund goes to the 

Regional Behavioral 

Health Authority in each 

of the 6 regions 

Reallocated direct 

shares are directed to 

the Opioid Recovery 

Fund and must be 

added to the allocation 

received by each BHR.   
Advisory Committee establishes criteria for 

up to 50% of Opioid Recovery Fund. The 

advisory committee may direct all or some 

of the money to the Regional Behavioral 

Health Authority in each of the 6 regions 

Note: DHHS-DBH must send at least half of the Opioid Recovery Fund to the 6 behavioral health 

regions.  Allocation percentages to each region is sum of percentage allocation to cities and 

counties in each region from Exhibit G. Advisory Committee may recommend any additional 

money from Opioid Recovery Fund to be distributed to any or all BHR.  
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From: Philip Lukens  
Sent: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 5:56 PM 
To: DHHS.BehavioralHealthDivision@nebraska.g 
Subject: Nebraska Opioid Settlement Remediation Advisory Committee Meeting 
  
Greetings,  
  
I would like to reach out and discuss distribution of opioids funds. I would like to attend the Opioid Settlement 
Remediation Advisory Committee and have an opportunity for public comment, but I would also like to discuss 
the programs we have in Alliance. Specifically https://paariusa.org/recoverycorps/national-program/ Related 
article in May of 2021 https://ruralradio.com/kneb-am/news/alliance-police-joining-initiative-to-cut-drug-
demand-by-providing-help-to-addicts/ 
  

Distributor Settlement Agreement, Exhibit E, Sch. B, Sec. D, Paragraph 1.1 Reads: 

” D. ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE-INVOLVED PERSONS 
Address the needs of persons with OUD and any co-occurring SUD/MH conditions who are 
involved in, are at risk of becoming involved in, or are transitioning out of the criminal justice 
system through evidence-based or evidence-informed programs or strategies that may include, 
but are not limited to, those that: 
1. Support pre-arrest or pre-arraignment diversion and deflection strategies for persons with 
OUD and any co-occurring SUD/MH conditions, including established strategies such as: 
1. Self-referral strategies such as the Angel Programs or the Police Assisted Addiction 
Recovery Initiative (“PAARI”);” 

We are the only agency in Nebraska https://paariusa.org/our-partners/ to have joined this program since 2021.  
  
We partnered with PAARI and AmeriCorps VISTA to get a volunteer in our community 
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?fromSearch=true&id=113361. We are just about to fill this 
position.  
  
Overdoses in our city occur routinely. We have made an automated system from our RMS to ODMAP for 
reporting purposes.  
  
We also partnered with the DEA and pioneered the first ever Lacrosse Clinic for youth education 
https://www.dea.gov/press-releases/2022/05/16/dea-educational-foundation-celebrates-success-first-ever-
lacrosse-clinic 
  
We are already leading the charge in this state and I believe our programs address core strategies for funding to 
include the following: 
  
Naloxone reversals 
Warm Hand Off Programs and Recovery Services 
Prevention Programs 
Syringe Service Programs 

mailto:DHHS.BehavioralHealthDivision@nebraska.g
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpaariusa.org%2Frecoverycorps%2Fnational-program%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJeri.Keller-Heuke%40nebraska.gov%7C45e368193b2144af2fb008da97641eab%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637988753505124817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gbUoi0sqav9y63umHw5yiZLBAHFXV1PXEVckzKkQlzU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fruralradio.com%2Fkneb-am%2Fnews%2Falliance-police-joining-initiative-to-cut-drug-demand-by-providing-help-to-addicts%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJeri.Keller-Heuke%40nebraska.gov%7C45e368193b2144af2fb008da97641eab%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637988753505124817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DP9dksAb60bp%2Bd3AN974Ez6Xf%2FCzzbD%2Bf6iPZBmcteY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fruralradio.com%2Fkneb-am%2Fnews%2Falliance-police-joining-initiative-to-cut-drug-demand-by-providing-help-to-addicts%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJeri.Keller-Heuke%40nebraska.gov%7C45e368193b2144af2fb008da97641eab%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637988753505124817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DP9dksAb60bp%2Bd3AN974Ez6Xf%2FCzzbD%2Bf6iPZBmcteY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpaariusa.org%2Four-partners%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJeri.Keller-Heuke%40nebraska.gov%7C45e368193b2144af2fb008da97641eab%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637988753505124817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wA%2FyrkZJ9oTqkvvB4xcvkUlQUO9ojK89w9muzR32ZBA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.americorps.gov%2Fmp%2Flisting%2FviewListing.do%3FfromSearch%3Dtrue%26id%3D113361&data=05%7C01%7CJeri.Keller-Heuke%40nebraska.gov%7C45e368193b2144af2fb008da97641eab%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637988753505124817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FxhnKMtziEVb08PM2TXl3uA64OQdBUyOMpTxficLv1s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dea.gov%2Fpress-releases%2F2022%2F05%2F16%2Fdea-educational-foundation-celebrates-success-first-ever-lacrosse-clinic&data=05%7C01%7CJeri.Keller-Heuke%40nebraska.gov%7C45e368193b2144af2fb008da97641eab%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637988753505124817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WLn6TgvHDQebLMXRti4%2BKx6KfpsYalEBKsq%2BWi%2BdD2g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dea.gov%2Fpress-releases%2F2022%2F05%2F16%2Fdea-educational-foundation-celebrates-success-first-ever-lacrosse-clinic&data=05%7C01%7CJeri.Keller-Heuke%40nebraska.gov%7C45e368193b2144af2fb008da97641eab%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637988753505124817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WLn6TgvHDQebLMXRti4%2BKx6KfpsYalEBKsq%2BWi%2BdD2g%3D&reserved=0
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Evidence Based Collection and Research.  
  
I can certainly speak to funding of the following approved uses: 
  
Treat Opioid Use Disorder 
Support People in Treatment and Recovery 
Connect People who Need Help 
Address the Needs of Criminal Justice Involved Persons 
Prevent Over Prescribing 
Prevent Misuse 
Prevent overdose deaths 
  
We have already had some people turn in drugs and paraphernalia. Some of this has been slow but we are 
gaining traction.  
  
We have partnered with Sandhills Center for Hope as well as built our own VIP program to include outreaches. 
Our VIP program just earned us an award from the IACP  https://alliancetimes.com/apd-wins-2022-iacp-
leadership-in-victim-services-award/ attesting to our focus on victim centered policing.  
  
All of our staff have become CIT certified and we were recently recognized for completing the IACP One Mind 
pledge https://alliancetimes.com/apd-completes-one-mind-pledge/  
  
I would certainly appreciate the opportunity to weigh in on this process and the success/failures of our 
programs as well as funding allocation suggestions.  
  
  
Philip Lukens, Chief Of Police 
Alliance Police Department 
512 Niobrara Ave 
Alliance, NE 69301 
Station: 308-762-4955 

 
  
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falliancetimes.com%2Fapd-wins-2022-iacp-leadership-in-victim-services-award%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJeri.Keller-Heuke%40nebraska.gov%7C45e368193b2144af2fb008da97641eab%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637988753505124817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=byLb5nk3l5j7tI3h7dvJawrqrCH8bZVcV6cAIbbBuS4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falliancetimes.com%2Fapd-wins-2022-iacp-leadership-in-victim-services-award%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJeri.Keller-Heuke%40nebraska.gov%7C45e368193b2144af2fb008da97641eab%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637988753505124817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=byLb5nk3l5j7tI3h7dvJawrqrCH8bZVcV6cAIbbBuS4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falliancetimes.com%2Fapd-completes-one-mind-pledge%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJeri.Keller-Heuke%40nebraska.gov%7C45e368193b2144af2fb008da97641eab%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637988753505124817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ngPWGyBCA9IiBIZh%2FrpxavdcrUuldRZWrMzHLF519F0%3D&reserved=0

