NEBRASKA DENTAL ﬁSSCCE“@'i@N

MNatiraska's Leading Advoeats Yor Oral Health Care

Joseph M. Acierno, MD, JD

Director, Division of Public Health

Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services
301 Centennial Mall South

Lincoln, NE 68509

RE: 407 Letter of Intent

Dear Dr. Aciermno:

The Nebraska Dental Association and the Nebraska Dental Assistants Association jointly submit
this Letter of Intent. The contact information of each group is below:

Nebraska Dental Association

Nebraska Dental Assistants Association

7160 South 29 Street, Ste.1 14866 Mormon St.

Lincoln, NE 68516 Bennington, NE 68007
402-476-1704 402-658-6598

David J. O'Doherty Jenn Todd, CDA, President

We have attached a brief summary of the change in credentialing sought by the Applicants, along

with a check for $500.00.

We expect the Application to be complete by the beginning of April, 2014.

Sincerely,
f

Ll

B o

David J. O'Doherty
Exectitive Director

7160 South 29t Street, Ste.1 * Lincoln, NE 68516 * 402-476-1704 * www.nedental.org



Summary of Proposed Changes

Current scope of practice of dental assistants in Nebraska and the proposed changes.

By definition a dental assistant, in the Statutes Relating to Dentistry, “means a person, other than a
dental hygienist, employed by a licensed dentist for the purpose of assisting such dentist in the
performance of his or her clinical and clinical-related duties.”

Only three functions are actually listed in statute or regulations for assistants; x-rays, coronal
polishing, and assist with anesthesia.

The Applicants are seeking to have legislation passed that would provide a scope of practice for
dental assistants to define duties, educational requirements, levels of supervision and
credentiaiing, to create accountability to ensure the safety and protection of the pubiic. Three
levels of assistants would be defined; dental assistant, licensed dental assistant, expanded
functions dental assistant. {Appendix A}

Current scope of the dental hygiene profession in Nebraska and proposed change in scope.

Dental hygienists are licensed oral health professionals who focus on assessing, preventing and
treating oral diseases-both to protect teeth and gums, and also protect patients’ total health.
Dental hygienists provide patient care under the general supervision of licensed dentists. Public
Health Registered Dental Hygienists provide a limited scope of services in public health seitings
and health care facilities without the supervision of a dentist. Neb.Rev.Stat.§§ 38-1130 and 38-
1131.

Expansion of the Public Health Dental Hygienist would increase the services allowed under this
permit while maintaining the infrastructure of a public health setting or health care facility. A new
Expanded Function Dental Hygienist (EFRDH) level would be created. The EFRDH would place
and finish restorations under the indirect supervision of a dentist within a dental practice.
(Appendix B)

7160 South 29t Street, Ste.1 * Lincoln, NE 68516 * 402-476-1704 * www.nedental.org
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