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Nebraska Board of Nursing 

 

Advisory 

opinion 
 

This Nebraska Board of Nursing advisory opinion is issued in accordance with the Nebraska Nurse Practice Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. 

38-2216 (2) .  As such, this advisory opinion is for informational purposes only and is non-binding.   The advisory opinions 

define acts, which in the opinion of the board, are or are not permitted in the practice of nursing. 

 

Central Lines and Peripherally Inserted Central Catheters 

(PICC) 
 

It is the opinion of the Nebraska Board of Nursing that it is acceptable practice for registered 

nurses to insert Peripherally Incerted Central Catheters (PICC) and non-tunneled central lines.   

 

The RN inserting a central venous access device must by competent and proficient in advanced 

vascular access, infusion therapy, and trained in the specific device to be used.   

 

A decision to insert these central lines or PICC lines should be based upon assessment of 

competency, following an assessment of the client and environment.  The registered nurse should 

insert central lines according to acceptable and prevailing standards of safe nursing care with a 

valid order in accordance with agency policies and procedures.   

 

A licensed nurse is accountable to be competent for all nursing care that he/she provides.  

Competence means the ability of the nurse to apply interpersonal, technical and decision-making 

skills at the level of knowledge consistent with the prevailing standard for the nursing activity 

being applied.  Accountability also includes acknowledgment of personal limitations in 

knowledge and skills, and communicating the need for specialized instruction prior to providing 

any nursing activity.  

 
References: 

 

Arizona State Board of Nursing: Advisory Opinion: Central Line Insertion by Registered Nurses 

 

Association for Vascular Access (2011).  Position Statement Cannulation of the Internal and External Jugular Veins by 

Registered Nurses and Other Qualified Healthcare Professionals.  Retrieved from www.avainfo.org. 

AVA position statement 

OPINION: Central Lines/PICC 

ADOPTED:  January, 1989 

REVISED:  7/05. 12/13 

REAFFIRMED: 1/96, 5/2000 

 

http://dhhs.ne.gov/publichealth/Licensure/Documents/Nursing-NursePracticeAct.pdf
http://dhhs.ne.gov/publichealth/Licensure/Documents/Nursing-NursePracticeAct.pdf
http://www.avainfo.org/
http://www.avainfo.org/website/download.asp?id=280291


Central Lines/ PICC | 2  

 

 

Infusion Nurses Society (2013).  Scope of Practice Retrieved from www.ins.org  

 

North Carolina Board of Nursing (2011).  Infusion Therapy/Access Procedures Statement. 

 

Nebraska Board of Nursing Scope of Practice Decision Model 

 

Infusion Nursing Standards of Practice 
 

 

 

http://www.ins.org/
http://www.ins1.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3310

