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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting of the Nebraska Board of Advanced Practice Registered Nurses was called to order by Marilyn 
Lowe, Board Vice-Chair, at 1:07 p.m., March 25, 2016, at Staybridge Inn & Suites, 2701 Fletcher Avenue, 
Lincoln, Nebraska.  Copies of the agenda were mailed in advance to the Board members, emailed to 
interested parties, posted outside the Licensure Unit within the Nebraska State Office Building, and posted 
on the Department of Health & Human Services website.  Lowe announced the location of a current copy 
of the Open Meetings Act within the room.  
 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The following board members were present to answer roll call: 
 
• Barbara Foss, APRN-NP 
• Timothy Glidden, APRN-CRNA 
• Diane Hansmeyer, Public Member 

• Stephen Jackson, Public Member 
• Michelle Knolla, MD 
• Marilyn Lowe, APRN-CNM 

 
 
The following board members arrived after roll call: 
 
• Jenna Fiala, MD (arrived at 1:13 p.m.) 
• Alice Kindschuh, APRN-CNS (arrived at 1:09 p.m.) 
 
 
The following Board member was absent: 
 
• Sheila Ellis, MD 
 
 
The following staff members from the Department and the Attorney General’s Office were also present: 
 
• Becky Wisell, Licensure Unit Administrator 
• Sherri Joyner, Health Licensing Coordinator 
• Anna Harrison, RN, Compliance Monitor 
• Christopher “C. J.” Roberts, Attorney 

• Lisa Anderson, Assistant Attorney General 
• Sharon Fitts, RN, Investigator 
• Patricia Lemke, RN, Investigator 

 
 
A quorum was present and the meeting convened. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
MOTION:  Jackson made the motion, seconded by Hansmeyer, for the Board to adopt the agenda. 
 
Voting Yes:  Foss, Glidden, Hansmeyer, Jackson, Knolla, and Lowe. 
Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Ellis, Fiala, and Kindschuh.  Motion carried. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
MOTION:  Jackson made the motion, seconded by Hansmeyer, for the Board to elect the following APRN 
Board officers: Barbara Foss for President, Marilyn Lowe for Vice-President, and Timothy Glidden as 
Secretary. 
 
Voting Yes:  Foss, Glidden, Hansmeyer, Jackson, Kindschuh, Knolla, and Lowe. 
Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Ellis and Fiala.  Motion carried. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
MOTION:  Knolla made the motion, seconded by Jackson, for the Board to approve the minutes of the 
October 2, 2015, and the January 29, 2016, APRN Board meetings. 
 
Voting Yes:  Fiala, Foss, Glidden, Hansmeyer, Jackson, Kindschuh, Knolla, and Lowe. 
Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Ellis.  Motion carried. 
 
 
STATEMENT FROM TIMOTHY MILLER, APRN 
 
Timothy Miller gave a statement before the Board regarding his application to remove the limitation on his 
APRN license that prohibits him from prescribing controlled substances.  He reported that the limitation has 
made it difficult for him to maintain employment as an APRN due to the reimbursement policies of insurance 
companies. 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
MOTION:  Glidden made the motion, seconded by Foss, for the Board to go into closed session for the 
purpose of reviewing investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential information, and 
for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of individuals. 
 
Voting Yes:  Fiala, Foss, Glidden, Hansmeyer, Jackson, Kindschuh, Knolla, and Lowe. 
Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Ellis.  Motion carried. 
 
1:25 p.m. The Board went into closed session.  Anderson left the meeting. 
1:35 p.m. Roberts left the meeting.  Anderson returned to the meeting. 
2:43 p.m. Fitts and Lempke left the meeting. 
2:50 p.m. The Board returned to open session. Roberts returned to themeeting. 
 
 
LICENSURE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
TIMOTHY D. MILLER, APRN-NP 
 
MOTION:  Fiala made the motion, seconded by Jackson, for the Board to deny Miller’s request to remove 
the limitation on his license due to insufficient time having passed since the limitation was imposed. 
 
Voting Yes:  Fiala, Foss, Glidden, Hansmeyer, Jackson, Kindschuh, Knolla, and Lowe. 
Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Ellis.  Motion carried 
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HEATHER L. MCMANUS, APRN-NP 
 
MOTION:  Knolla made the motion, seconded by Glidden, to issue McManus an unrestricted APRN-
Nurse Practitioner license.  
 
Voting Yes:  Fiala, Foss, Glidden, Hansmeyer, Jackson, Kindschuh, Knolla, and Lowe. 
Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Ellis.  Motion carried. 
 
 
MEGAN M. WEDDINGFELD, APRN-NP 
 
MOTION:  Knolla made the motion, seconded by Glidden, to request a pre-licensure investigation in order 
to make a more informed decsion.  
 
Voting Yes:  Fiala, Foss, Glidden, Hansmeyer, Jackson, Kindschuh, Knolla, and Lowe. 
Voting No:  None.  Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Ellis.  Motion carried. 
 
 
RE-ENTRY PLANS 
 
 
Proposed Application and Procedures for Re-Entry Plans 
 
Members reviewed a proposed application template for nurse practitioners seeking approval of re-entry 
plans.  Members noted that the 2,080 practice hours required in a re-entry plan seemed excessive, but they 
did not recommend any changes to the template. 
 
Lowe said that the bigger issue is that a temporary license is issued to persons completing re-entry plans.  
Many insurance companies refuse to reimburse for services provided by APRNs if they are practicing under 
a temporary license.  APRNs working on a temporary license can find it difficult to find employment, which 
then makes it difficult for them to complete the 2,080 practice hours required in a re-entry plan.  Lowe also 
noted that new graduates with no experience are issued “full” rather than temporary licenses. 
 
Roberts said that the statutes require 2,080 practice hours in order to renew an APRN-Nurse Practitioner 
license.  If a regular license, rather than a temporary license, is issued to persons completing re-entry plans, 
these persons might not meet the renewal requirements when their licenses expire. 
 
Wisell said that the Department will do more research on the temporary license issue and will reach out to 
professional organizations for feedback.  Foss recommended that Wisell contact the Nebraska Nurse 
Practitioners association.  Wisell also noted that every June various divisions within the Department submit 
legislative proposals to be considered for Department sponsorship.  Wisell said she would submit a 
proposal regarding the temporary license issue.  If the Department does not decide to sponsor the proposal, 
the Board could reach out to professional organizations who might be willing to sponsor legislation.  
 
 
Proposed Revisions to Regulations 
 
Members reviewed proposed revisions to the Regulations Governing Nurse Practitioners (172 NAC 100) 
that would reduce the number of practice hours required in reentry programs for nurse practitioners who 
had passed a certification exam in the previous two years.  Wisell asked for feedback on how many practice 
hours should be required under this proposal.  Members noted that it was difficult to determine an 
appropriate number given the wide variations in certification requirements for the different APRN 
specialties.  Both Foss and Lowe emphasized that they were not concerned with the number of hours as 
much as they were concerned with the temporary license issued to persons completing re-entry plans. 
Rather than requiring completion of a re-entry plan, they would prefer requiring nurse practitioners who do 
not meet the 2080 practice hours requirement to work under a Transition to Practice Agreement for 2,000 
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hours just as new graduates are required to do.  Foss also noted the recertification process is fairly 
extensive, somewhat alleviating concerns raised when an APRN has no recent practice experience. 
 
 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE - FNP IN PSYCH/MENTAL HEALTH SETTING 
 
Members reviewed an inquiry regarding whether it was appropriate for an APRN with a Family Nurse 
Practitioner (FNP) Certification to work in a psychiatric or mental health setting.  Foss noted that the FNP 
curriculum does include training psychiatric topics, but that there were probably situations when an FNP 
would need to refer patients to a psychiatric specialist.  Roberts advised that Family Nursing Practitioners 
could work in mental health or psychiatric clinics and still be practicing within their statutory scope of 
practice. 
 
 
COMMUNICATION 
 
Staff Updates 
 
Wisell reported that the Department has made an offer to the top candidate for the Program Manager 
position for the Licensure Unit’s Nursing and Nursing Support Section.  The Department will re-advertise 
the Education Consultant and Practice Consultant positions. 
 
 
Legislative Updates 
 
Wisell reported that LB 859 went into effect March 9th.  With passage of the bill, cease and desist orders 
will be issued by the Department rather than by professional boards, although the Department will first 
obtain a Board recommendation before issuing an order.   
 
A bill that would create a credential for Surgical First Assists is still pending in the Legislature.  Wisell said 
there are only approximately twenty people working in Nebraska as Surgical First Assists. 
 
Wisell also reported that LB 471, which strengthens Nebraska’s Prescription Monitoring Program, passed.  
Beginning January 1, 2017, all prescriptions for controlled substances will need to be reported to the 
program.  The Department has received two large grants to assist in implementation of LPN 471.  
 
 
CONCLUSION AND ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Sherri Joyner 
Health Licensing Coordinator 
 


