
Why does my baby need a 
hepatitis B vaccine?
Hepatitis B disease is a serious liver 
disease caused by the hepatitis B 
virus.  Most people do not know they 
have hepatitis B disease.  The virus can 
be spread several different ways:  through 
the birth process, sharing a toothbrush, touching 
an open sore of an infected person, and sexual 
contact.  Nine out of 10 babies exposed to 
hepatitis B will become lifelong carriers of the 
disease.  Sadly, one quarter of those infected 
babies will eventually die from liver cancer or 
cirrhosis of the liver.  This could be prevented  
by vaccination.

Is the vaccine safe?
Yes it is safe and also effective at preventing 
hepatitis B.  Vaccines, like any medicine, can have 
side effects.  No serious side effects are known to 
be caused by the hepatitis B vaccine.  The vaccine 
has been given to children in the United States for 
over 30 years.  There have been over one billion 
doses given worldwide.

Is that the only vaccine my baby needs?
No.  There are other vaccines your baby will need 
to help protect against serious diseases.  These 
other vaccines are usually given starting at two 
months of age.

What if I have more questions?
Your questions are best answered by your 
baby’s doctor.  Other resources that can  
help to answer your questions are  
http://www2.aap.org/immunization  
or http://www.vaccines.gov.
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