
  
 
 
 

Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services/Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (NE-EHDI) 
                            Universal Newborn Hearing Screening Recommended Algorithm 

Hearing Screening REFER or DISCHARGE PRIOR TO SCREENING 

 

Birth at 
hospital. 

Hospital educates 
parent(s) on newborn 
hearing screening. 

Newborn’s hearing screened 
using OAE and/or ABR 
screening methods 

REFER on inpatient hearing 
screening.  (REFER: does not 
pass for one or both ears) 

Discharged before 
hearing screening 
completed. 

  

PASS hearing 
screening prior to 
hospital discharge. 

Hospital informs Primary Care 
Provider of hearing screening 
results. 

NE-EHDI sends letter to Primary 
Care Provider with newborn 
hearing screening results (REFER 
or discharge prior to screening) 
and need for further testing. 

Hospital staff, Primary Care Provider or 
staff, or test provider sets up appointment 
for outpatient re-screening and informs 
parent(s) of appointment date, time and 
location. 

Hospital creates HINFO & HSCREENING records on the 
electronic Vital Records system (ERS) and records results. 

Hospital records results on 
HINFO record (ERS).  

Hospital informs 
Primary Care Provider 
of hearing screening 
results. 

Primary Care Provider reports results of 
Outpatient follow-up hearing screen to  
NE-EHDI (see below). 
If REFER – Audiological Diagnostic 
Evaluation to be initiated with completion 
prior to 3 months of age. 

Outpatient hearing re-screening completed 
within 1-3 weeks. Outpatient follow-up 
screening provider notifies Primary Care 
Provider of PASS or REFER results and 
creates HSCREENING record and results 
in ERS, if baby was born at this hospital. 
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