
Fireworks can be dangerous, causing serious 
injuries and fires.  Fireworks are frequently 
associated with celebrations, especially during 
the Fourth of July.   

Nebraska hospital data revealed that an 
average of 145 Nebraskans suffered from 
injuries caused by fireworks each year from 
2001 to 2005.  Most of these fireworks related 
injuries (61%) occurred between July 1 and 
July 6. Children 10-14 years accounted for 
24% of them. More males (71%) were treated 
in hospitals for fireworks related injuries than 
females (29%) (Figure 1).   

Fireworks related injuries most frequently 
involved hand & finger (36%), eye (17%), 
lower extremity (15%), and head & neck 
(10%) (Figure 2). 
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Figure 1 Fireworks related injuries occurring between July 1 
and July 6, by age and gender, Nebraska residents, 2001-2005
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Figure 2: Fireworks related injuries occurring between July 1 and 
July 6, by type of injury 

Nebraska residents, 2001-2005 (n=432)
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Source: Nebraska Hospital Discharge Data 2001-2005 

US Consumer Product Safety Commission 
recommends that you follow these important 

firework safety tips:  

◊ Never allow children to play with or ignite 
fireworks.  

◊ Read and follow all warnings and instructions. 

◊ Be sure other people are out of range before 
lighting fireworks. 

◊ Only light fireworks on a smooth, flat surface 
away from the house, dry leaves, and 
flammable materials. 

◊ Never try to relight fireworks that have not 
fully functioned. 

◊ Keep a bucket of water handy in case of a 
malfunction or fire.  
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