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Nebraska Early Childhood Interagency Coordinating Council 2011-2012 

 
Members City/State Representing 

Amy LaPointe Winnebago, NE Social Service Organization (tribal) 
Annie Bruns Lincoln, NE Parent 
Carol McClain Lincoln, NE State Agency-NDE-EI 
Carolyn Thiele Omaha, NE Service Provider – Mental Health 
Cheryl Hammond Papillion, NE Child Care Provider-Family 
Christy Pelton Bertrand, NE Parent 
Cristen Witte Valentine, NE Service Provider-ESU 
Dawn Mollenkopf Kearney, NE Higher Ed 
Deanna Schulze Grant, NE Parent 
Deborah Ross Hastings, NE Service Provider-Head Start 
Diane Lewis Lincoln, NE State Agency-DHHS-Child Care  

Eleanor Kirkland Lincoln, NE 
State Agency-NDE-Head Start State 
Collaboration Office Director 

Eric Dunning Lincoln, NE State Agency-Insurance 
Heather Gill (Chair) Ogallala, NE Service Provider-Early Intervention 
Heather Krieger Lincoln, NE State Agency-DHHS Medicaid 
Jane Happe Plattsmouth, NE Service Provider-Head Start 
J.P. Holys Oakland, NE Service Provider-Public Schools 
Julie Rother Wayne, NE Service Provider-Public Health 
Melody Hobson Lincoln, NE State Agency-NDE-Early Childhood 
Melinda Graham Neligh, NE Parent 
Mike Adams Omaha, NE Parent 
Pam Dobrovolny Grand Island, NE Service Provider-Public Schools 
Senator Pete Pirsch Lincoln, NE Legislature 
Rebecca Bimler Seward, NE Child Care Provider -Center 
Roger Reikofski Lincoln, NE State Agency-NDE-Homeless Ed. 
Salene Ulrich Garland, NE Parent 
Shirley Pickens-White Lincoln, NE State Agency-DHHS-CAPTA 
Dr. Sian Jones-Jobst Lincoln, NE Physician 
Susan Adams Lincoln, NE State Agency-DHHS Mental Health 
Susan Strahm Pender, NE Professional Development 
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Early Childhood Systems Team 2011-12 
 

Member Representing Member Representing 
 
Adams, Sue 
 

DHHS-Behavioral Health 
Pickens-White, Shirley 
 

DHHS-Children & Family 
Svcs. Program Specialist 

Baker, Nina 
 

PTI-NE Family to Family 
Training & Info Specialist 

Rasmussen, Jessie 
 

President; Buffett Early 
Childhood Fund 

Bornemeier, Amy  
 
 

Nebraska Department of 
Education, School 
Readiness Coordinator 

Rohren, Terry 
 

ECTC-Career Development 
Coordinator 

Brehm, Lynne 
 

DHHS-Lifespan Health 
Services, TFKF Coordinator 

Ross, Deb 
 

Head Start Child & Family 
Development Inc. 

Bunnell, Amy 
 

DHHS-Part C Co-Lead 
Severe-Oforah, Jennifer 
 

DHHS-Epidemiology 
Surveillance Coordinator 

Durden, Tonia 
 

UNL-Assistant Professor & 
EC Extension Specialist 

Skala, Jennifer 

NE Children & Families 

Foundation Associate VP of 

Community Impact CBCAP 

Administrator 
Eurek, Paula 
 

DHHS-Lifespan Health Svcs. 
Administrator- Title V 

Spanhake, Sue 
 

DHHS-ACA Home 
Visiting Program 

Frost, Pat 
 

NDE-Title I Schools 
Thelen, Jan 
 NDE-EC Special Education 

Specialist 

Hobson, Melody 
 

NDE-EC Administrator 
Thiele, Carolyn 
 

Heartland Family Svcs.- 
SAMHSA grantee 

Kirkland, Eleanor  
(Co-Lead) 
 

NDE-Head Start State 
Collaborative Office 
(HSSCO) Director 

Urzedowski, Pat DHHS-Administrator, 
Licensure of Children’s 
Services 

Luebbers, Joan 
 

NDE-Part C Co-Lead 
Veak, Becky 
(Co-Lead) 

NCFF-Senior Vice 
President of  EC Policy 

Magsamen, Mary Director, St. Monica’s; 
SAMHSA grantee, Mental 
Health 

 

Obermiller, Sue 
 

Central NE Community 
Services, Head Start Assoc. 
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TFKF WORK GROUP MEMBERS 
Dental/Medical Home 

 
Strategy 1: Implement and sustain the dental/medical home as a standard of care.  
 
Strategy 2: Establish the infrastructure to support a comprehensive system promoting access to oral 
health services including preventive oral health care. 
 

 
 
 
 

Member Representing Member Representing 
Barbara Pearson DHHS-Chronic Disease 

Prevention & Management 
- Health Promotion Unit 

Julie Luedtke DHHS-Newborn 
Screening/Genetics Program 

Cindy Holdforth  Parent Representative Laura Maddox Assistant Director, Boys Town 
Institute for Child Health 
Improvement 

Dr. David Brown University of NE Medical 
Center (UNMC) College 
of Dentistry, Prof of Oral 
Biology & Executive 
Associate Dean 

Megan Kelley Office of Oral Health and 
Dentistry 
Dental Health Coordinator 
 

Debra Ross Hastings HS, Director Michelle Mertz 
(Co-Lead) 

Boys Town Institute 
Grant Project Manager 

Diane Kvasnicka  NDE-NE HSSCO, 
Education Specialist  

Nina Baker 
(Co-Lead) 

PTI-NE, Family to Family 
Training & Information 
Specialist 

Eleanor Kirkland NDE-NE HS State 
Collaboration Office 
(HSSCO) Director 

Dr. Ruchi Kaushik Boystown, 
Pediatrician; NE AAP Chapter 
rep. 

Heather Krieger  DHHS-Long Term Care 
State Plan-Children’s 
Program Specialist 

Tonna Gilbert Head Start C&FDP, Inc             
QA Specialist 

Heather 
Leschinsky 

DHHS-Managed Care 
Medicaid & Long Term 
Care, Program 
Coordinator 

Tom Rauner DHHS-Rural Health Program 
Manager 

Janet Staehr South Heartland District 
Health Department (HD), 
Nurse 

Dr. Thomas F. 
Tonniges 

Nebraska United Healthcare 
Community and State, Medical 
Director 

 DHHS-Medicaid Medical 
Director 

 DHHS-Dental Health Director 

Jennifer Skala NCFF-Director of 
Programs & Evaluation 

Amy Bornemeier* NDE-School Readiness 
Coordinator 

Pat Taft* DHHS-Program 
Specialist, Medicaid 

Dave Palm* DHHS-Public Health 
Administrator 
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Parent Education-Family Support 
 

Strategy 3: Promote and support evidence-based home visitation services for families with young 
children. 
 
Strategy 4: Integrate parent to parent peer support systems, when appropriate, into programs and 
services for families. 
 
Strategy 5: Increase access to respite services to meet the needs of families. 
 
Strategy 6: Coordinate statewide systems for sharing comprehensive information with families. 
 

Member Representing Member Representing 
Amy Bornemeier Nebraska Department of 

Education, School 
Readiness Coordinator 

Marcia Alber (Co-
Lead) 
 

DHHS-Respite Network & 
Subsidy Coordinator 

Cara Small Early Learning Connection 
Coordinator 

Mark Smith MMI-UNMC, Consumer/Family 
Coordinator 

Charlie Lewis 
(Co-Lead) 

Answers 4 Families (UNL), 
Project Director 

Martha Nash ECTC-Training Coordinator 

Gail Brand UNL Extension-Seward Co., 
Extension Educator, Unit 
Leader 

Rayma Delaney DHHS-Title V/MCH Block 
Grant Administrator 

Gay McTate LCSW, Family Enrichment 
Inc. 

Renee Callaghan Great Plains Regional Medical 
Center, Healthy Start 
Coordinator 

Jamie Grimes 
Moore 

United Way of the 
Midlands, VP Volunteer & 
Community Services 

Shirley Pickens-
White 

DHHS-Child Family Svcs.- 
Program Specialist 

Janelle Clifton NE Lifespan Respite 
Network Coordinator 

Sue Spanhake DHHS-ACA Home Visiting 
Program 

Kate Harr Parent Tonia Durden UNL-EC Extension Specialist & 
Assistant Professor 

Kathy Stokes  NCFF-Prevent Child Abuse 
Director 

Chris Stewart* NE Lifespan Respite Network 
Coordinator 

Lisa Richardson ESSS Program Specialist – 
NE (Save the Children) 

Connie Shockley* PTI NE-Parent Support 
Coordinator 
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Early Care and Education 
 

Strategy 7: Through a mixed delivery system, provide access to voluntary, high quality, early 
childhood education and care programs and services that meet the needs of all young children and 
their families. 
 
Strategy 8: Develop and refine a system of support to improve the quality and effectiveness of early 
childhood education and care programs and services. 
 

 
 

Child Care Health Consultation 
Strategy 9: Develop early childhood health and safety communication network(s). 
 
Strategy 10: Disseminate data-driven and evidence-based training and material resources to improve 
health and safety in child care.  
 
Member Representing Member Representing 
Bruce Rowe & 
Brian Coyle 

DHHS-Health 
Administrator & Physical 
Activity Coordinator 

John Naujokaitis DHHS-Medicaid Division, 
Program Specialist 

Carol Timm Sarpy/Cass Co. Dept. of 
Health & Wellness, 
Community Outreach 
Coordinator 

Carol Tucker  DHHS-Child & School Health 
Program Manager 

Charlie Lewis Answers 4 Families 
(UNL), Project Director 

Mary Balluff Douglas Co. HD-Chief, 
Community Health and Nutrition 
Services  

Dawn Hove UNO CC Center Manager Pat Urzedowski DHHS-CC Licensing 
Administrator 

Diane Kvasnicka 
(Co-Lead) 

NDE- EC Education 
Specialist 

Peggy Pelish UNMC-PhD, APRN 

    

Member Representing Member Representing 
Belle Scheef MMI-UNMC, Program 

Evaluator 
Linda Meyers NDE-EC Education Specialist 

Eleanor Kirkland NDE-NE HSSCO Director Linda Zinke NeAEYC-Executive Director 
Helen Raikes UNL-Family & Consumer 

Sciences, Professor 
Melody Hobson NDE-Office of Early Childhood 

Co-Administrator 
Jen Hernandez 
(Co-Lead) 

First Five Nebraska, Policy 
Associate 

Penny Gildea Building Bright Futures (BBF), 
Director of the Network of 
Excellence 

Jessica LaChere 
(Co-Lead) 

ECTC-Information 
Specialist 

Terry Rohren ECTC-Career Development 
Coordinator 

Julie Jones-
Branch  

Assistant Professor, 
School of Education - 
Peru State College 
 

Sarah Ann 
Kotchian 

BBF-Early Childhood 
Coordinator 

Kathleen Feller NCFF-Associate VP of EC 
Programs 

Amy Bornemeier* NDE-School Readiness 
Coordinator 
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Member Representing Member Representing 
Dianne Kelly Director Sarpy/Cass 

County HD 
Renae Rief Lincoln-Lancaster Co. Health 

Dept. (LLCHD) Sr 
Environmental Health Educator 

Gina Egenberger 
 

LLCHD-Children's 
Environmental Health 
Educator 

Tina Goodwin 
(Co-Lead) 

DHHS-Perinatal, Child and 
Adolescent Health Consultant 

Holly Dingman DHHS-Nutrition 
Coordinator 
 

Veta Hungerford North Central District HD, PH 
nurse 

Jason Kerkman 
 

DHHS-Injury Prevention 
Program/Safe Kids 
Coordinator, NE DHHS 

Amy Bornemeier* NDE-School Readiness 
Coordinator 

Jessica LaChere ECTC-Information 
Specialist 

Jan Thelen* NDE-Early Childhood Education 
Specialist 

 Melody Hobson* NDE-Early Childhood Education 
Specialist 

 
Mental Health Work Group  

Strategy 11: Assist communities to develop/enhance an effective system of care to support the social, 
emotional, and behavioral health needs of Nebraska’s young children. (Draft) 
 
Strategy 12: Build the capacity of individuals who interact with young children to support social, 
emotional and behavioral health. (Draft) 
 
Member Representing Member Representing 
Amy Bornemeier NE Department of 

Education    School 
Readiness Coordinator 

Jen Gerdes 
(Co-Lead) 

UNL Extension Project Director 

Amy Bunnell DHHS- Early 
Development Network 
Program Coordinator 

Kathy Anderson Pediatrician, Child Psychiatry 
Resident 

Barbara Jackson 
(Co-Lead) 

Munroe-Meyer Institute Mark Hald Options in Psychology - 
Licensed Psychologist 

Candy Kennedy-
Goergen 
 

NE Federation of Families 
for Children's Mental 
Health-Executive Director 

Megan Riebe OMNI Behavioral Health, Home 
Based Therapist & Supervisor 

Carolyn Thiele Heartland Family 
Services, SAMHSA 
grantee 

Nancy Foster Munroe-Meyer Institute, 
Licensed Psychologist 

DeAnna 
Beckwith 

OMNI Behavioral Health, 
Safety and In-Home 
Coordinator 

Sue Adams  DHHS-Behavioral Health  

Denny Berens DHHS-Rural Health 
Coordinator 

Sue Hamilton Parent-Early Development 
Program - Saint Francis Medical 
Center 

Eleanor Kirkland NDE-Head Start State 
Collaboration Director 

Traci Penrod-
McCormick 

Child Saving Institute-Mental 
Health Practitioner 

Jan Goracke DHHS Network Specialist 
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EC Data Coalition 
 

 
*Denotes Work Group Advisor 

Member Representing Member Representing 
Barb Jackson MMI-UNMC, Dept. of 

Education & Child 
Development 

Mary Balluff Douglas Co. HD-Chief 
Community Health & Nutrition 
Services 

Eleanor Kirkland 
(Co-Lead) 

NDE-HSSCO Director Matt Blomstedt ESU liaison 

Helen Raikes 
(Co-Lead) 

UNL-Professor of Family 
Consumer Science 

Melissa Breazile Voices for Children liaison 

Jen Hernandez First Five Nebraska – 
Policy Associate 

Melody Hobson NDE-EC Administrator 

Jennifer Severe-
Oforah 

DHHS-MCH 
Epidemiology 
Surveillance Coordinator 

Sandra Scott 
 

DHHS-Child Care Subsidy 
Program Specialist 

Jennifer Skala NCFF-CB-CAP, Director 
of Programs & Evaluation 

Sarah Ann Kotchian Building Bright Futures, Early 
Childhood Coordinator 

Lynne Brehm DHHS-ECCS, TFKF 
Program Director 

Terry Rohren ECTC-Career Development 
Coordinator 

Shannon Fowler NDE-EC Data Specialist Moh Yin Chang NCFF-Data & Research Director 
 


