
TESTING YOUR HOME FOR RADON 
 
Radon is an odorless, colorless, radioactive gas that can lead to lung cancer.  Any home that is 

at 4.0 pCi/L or more should be mitigated. 
 
 
Short-term testing 
For homeowners wanting to assess their exposure to radon, the suggested method is to start 
with a short-term test. This is an inexpensive do-it-yourself test that is easy to do. You must maintain 
closed home conditions during the test, which means all windows closed, and entry/exit kept to a 
minimum. Tests should be placed in the lowest level of your home that you spend time, ideally in a 
living room or bedroom. Placing a test kit in utility rooms, laundry rooms, kitchens or bathrooms 
is not recommended. 
 
If your initial short-term test yields results of 8.0 pCi/L or more, another short-term test is 
recommended to verify the results of the initial test. If the second test also yields results above the 
action level, mitigation of the home is recommended. 
 
 Long-term testing 
When an initial short-term test yields results of 4.0 – 7.9 pCi/L, the follow-up test should be 
a long-term test. These tests run from 3 months to a full calendar year, and often give a better 
annual average of your radon exposure, since they can take into account the seasonal variations of 
radon. 
 
 
 
  

To Purchase a Radon Test Kit: 
 
Mail your check or money order to:   
 Nebraska Radon Program, 301 Centennial Mall S, Lincoln NE 68509.  Please 
 make the check out to: Nebraska DHHS
 
Short-term tests:  $5.00 
 
Long-term tests:  $15.00 
 

Testing during a Real-Estate Transaction 
If you are going to buy or sell a home, it is an ideal time to test the property for radon.  
However, in this circumstance, a do-it-yourself test is not recommended.  Using a licensed radon 
measurement professional ensures a quality, unbiased, third-party test that is usually unquestioned.  
Professionals often have equipment that is tamper-resistant, ensuring that nothing has happened to 
disturb the test. 

Testing for Schools 
The Environmental Protection Agency and the American Lung Association recommend that all 
schools should be tested for radon. The Nebraska Radon Program will test a small number of 
schools each year free of charge. For more information, please contact Sara Morgan, 471-8320. 


