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	Procedure Title: Use of Coupons and Manufacturer’s Specials



	Purpose
	Provide guidelines on correct use of coupons and manufacturer's specials when purchasing WIC foods

	
	

	
	A.
Use of coupons to purchase WIC approved foods is allowable if the discount is taken off the price of the food.  The participant may not receive money back for the coupons.

1.
Education of both the retailer and the WIC participant is necessary so that program abuse does not occur.

B.
Manufacturer's specials are allowable when purchasing WIC foods.

1.
For example:  A cereal that is normally packaged in a 12 ounce box, but is temporarily packaged in a 15 ounce box as a promotion of "3 bonus ounces", should be counted as 12 ounces toward the WIC purchase.

2.
Or a juice special, buy one, get one free:  The WIC shopper should be allowed to receive their extra juice.  The free cans(s) would not be counted as part of their WIC allotment stated on the checks.

3.
WIC vendors should treat WIC customers the same as other shoppers in regard to their specials.

4.
Allowing participants to take advantage of manufacturer's specials encourages good food purchasing habits.

5.
WIC participants and retailers should be informed regarding the proper use of manufacturer's specials so that Program abuse does not occur. 
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