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What is a State Plan? 

• A State Plan is a document that sets goals and action steps for an important state issue. 
• Nebraska’s Oral Health State Plan will describe goals and action steps to improve oral health 

in our state. 

Why have an Oral Health State Plan? 

• Oral Health is an important part of overall health, from childhood through adulthood.  Good 
oral health plays a part in: 
 

o Physical well-being 
o Social life 
o Work and school performance 
o Communication 

 
• Oral health care is important for everyone, but many Nebraskans do not get the oral health 

care they need.  Priority groups include: 
 

o Children 
o Pregnant Women and Mothers 
o Older Adults 
o Rural Residents 
o Minorities 
o Immigrants & Refugees 
o People with special health care needs 
o Low-Income/ Uninsured 

 

Who is involved in creating the Plan? 

• Health Care Professionals 
o Dentists, Physicians, Pediatricians, Dental Hygienists, Nurses 

• Public Health Officials 
o Public Health Departments, Community Action Programs, Professional Organizations 

• State Agencies 
o Department of Health & Human Services, Department of Education 

• Nebraskans 
o Community leaders, Teachers, Parents, Interested Individuals 



 

How will the Oral Health State Plan improve Oral Health in Nebraska? 

• The Oral Health State Plan will promote a unified vision for oral health in the state.  In the 
September 2011 Draft of the State Plan, that vision is: 

Nebraskans, including health care professionals, parents, 
educators, funders, lawmakers and policy makers, recognize the 
importance of oral health to overall health across the lifespan by 
adopting good oral health behaviors and by supporting policies 
and programs to provide access to optimal oral health care and 
dental homes for all. 

• To achieve this vision, the Oral Health State Plan proposes three priority focus areas: 
 

o Policy and Environmental Change 

Support public policy that says all Nebraskans should have access to oral 
health care. 

Support the recommendation that all children have their first dental visit 
by the time they turn one.  

o Workforce Development 

Make sure everyone, especially those in rural and under-served areas, 
have access to oral care through the efficient use of resources and the 
recruitment of oral health professionals.   

o Social Marketing 

Educate Nebraskans about the importance of good oral health to overall 
health.  Promote the practice of getting children to the  dentist at least 
once a year. 

 


