
WELCOME!
Nebraska Office of Oral Health & Dentistry

Before we start, please:

Sign in at the table
Make sure you have a pen, paper, and handouts
Help yourself to refreshments



Introductions



Meeting Guidelines
Meeting Schedule

Getting Started



Meeting Guidelines
 Take a moment to turn off your cell phones.

 If you must take a call during the meeting, please take it outside.

 Respect others.
 We are here to gather feedback.  Please give everyone the 

chance to voice their thoughts.

 Respect time limits.
 We would like to hear from as many people as possible. Please 

limit your questions/responses to under one minute.

 Be an active participant.
 If you would like to share something, please show us by raising 

your hand.  



Meeting Guidelines

We are here to…

 Tell you about the Nebraska Oral Health State Plan.
 Because we believe you should know about what our office is doing.

 Ask for your thoughts on items in the State Plan.
 Because we want the State Plan to include statewide feedback.

 Answer your questions on items in the State Plan.
 Because we want the Oral Health State Plan to be clear and relevant.

 Learn about local programs and resources related to oral health.
 Because we want the State Plan to include action for all Nebraskans.



Meeting Guidelines

 We are here to represent the Office of Oral Health 
and Dentistry.  

 We cannot represent dental professionals or other 
state-run programs such as Medicaid.



Meeting Guidelines

 The draft State Plan we are reviewing tonight is not
the final version.

 You will have more opportunities to share your 
thoughts.  At the end of this session we will go over 
other ways you can tell us what you think.



Meeting Schedule

 Background Information
 Nebraska’s *draft* Oral Health State Plan
 10-minute Break

 Your Thoughts
 Next Steps



Why Oral Health?
What is a State Plan?

How is a State Plan Used?
Who can Use a State Plan?

Background Information



Why Oral Health?

 Oral Health is an important part of overall 
health, from childhood through adulthood.  
Good oral health plays a part in:

Physical well-being
Social life
Work and school performance
Communication



Why Oral Health?

 The Story of Diamante Driver
 February 2007
 12-year old Maryland boy
 2 brain surgeries, 6 weeks in the hospital

 The Story of Virginia Pryor
 January 2009
 Michigan woman
 Earache, 4 days on life support

 The Story of Kyle Willis
 September 2011
 24-year old Ohio man
 Toothache, $3 painkiller or $24 antibiotics



What is a State Plan?

 A document that addresses a particular state 
issue by setting goals and describing ways to 
achieve them.

 For example:
 Improving Programs and Services

 Developing Policies

 Directing Action



How is a State Plan used?

 A State Plan can be used in different ways by 
different people.

 Individuals / Community Members
 Learn about a state issue (Oral Health)
 Find state and local resources
 Develop community-level approaches to oral health

 Health Care Providers
 Understand how work contributes to statewide efforts
 Work with other health care providers to achieve common goals



How is a State Plan used?

 Community Organizations
 Understand how organization contributes to statewide efforts

 Raise community-level support to influence state policies

 Professional Organizations
 Coordinate efforts of health professionals to improve a health issue

 Establish professional priorities that reflect a shared statewide vision

 State Government
 Communicate statewide strategies

 Determine how to best distribute resources



Questions?



Background

Summary

Future Possibilities

Nebraska’s Oral Health State Plan



Background

 Oral Health Forum (2008) 
 PTI Nebraska
 NE Planning Council for Developmental Disabilities
 Maternal Child Health

 Oral Health Stakeholders Meeting (2011)
 Vision, 3 Priority Focus Areas

 Oral Health Advisory Panel



Summary - Vision

Nebraskans:
• Recognize the importance of oral health to overall 

health across the lifespan
• Adopt good oral health behaviors
• Support policies and programs to provide access to 

quality oral health care and dental homes for all



Priority Focus Area 1

Policy and Environmental Change

 Issues:
 Lack of state-wide oral health data

 Need for coordinated vision and priorities

 Need for legislative support for policies 
affecting oral health



Priority Focus Area 1

Policy and Environmental Change

 Recommendations:
 Support public policy that says all 

Nebraskans should have access to quality 
oral health care.

 Support the recommendation that all 
children have their first dental visit by the 
time they turn one. 



Priority Focus Area 2

Workforce Development

 Issues:
 Scope of practice for dental professionals

 Culturally and linguistically appropriate 
services

 Access to dental professionals



Priority Focus Area 2

Workforce Development

 Recommendations:
 Make sure everyone, especially those in 

rural and under-served areas, have access 
to oral care through the efficient use of 
resources and the recruitment of oral 
health professionals.  



Priority Focus Area 3

Social Marketing

 Issues:
 Oral health a low priority

 Some groups at higher risk

 Awareness of services/ preventive practices



Priority Focus Area 3

Social Marketing

 Recommendations:
 Educate Nebraskans about the importance 

of good oral health to overall health.

 Promote the practice of getting children to the 
dentist at least once a year.



Future Possibilities

 Nebraska Oral Health Coalition
 A group of stakeholders that can take action such as 

fundraising, influencing laws, and bringing together a wide 
variety of resources and expertise.

 Plan Expansion
 More focus items could be added as more resources 

become available.



Overall - General

Review of Summary – Specific

In Your Community – Ideas

Your Thoughts



Overall

Support 
(+)

Needs Work
(-)



Specific - Vision

Nebraskans:
• Recognize the importance of oral health to overall 

health across the lifespan
• Adopt good oral health behaviors
• Support policies and programs to provide access to 

optimal oral health care and dental homes for all



Specific – Priority Area 1

 Policy and Environmental Change

 Issues:
 Lack of state-wide oral health data

 Need for coordinated vision and priorities

 Need for legislative support for policies affecting oral health

 Recommendations:
 Support public policy that says all Nebraskans should have 

access to quality oral health care.

 Support the recommendation that all children have their first 
dental visit by the time they turn one. 



Specific – Priority Area 2

 Workforce Development

 Issues:

 Scope of practice for dental professionals

 Culturally and linguistically appropriate services

 Access to dental professionals

 Recommendations:

 Make sure everyone, especially those in rural and under-served 
areas, have access to oral care through the efficient use of 
resources and the recruitment of oral health professionals. 



Specific – Priority Area 3

 Social Marketing

 Issues:
 Oral health a low priority

 Some groups at higher risk

 Awareness of services/ preventive practices

 Recommendations:
 Educate Nebraskans about the importance of good oral health 

to overall health.  

 Promote the practice of getting children to the dentist at least 
once a year.



In Your Community - Ideas

 Current Programs / Services

 Future Possibilities



For the OOHD
For You

Next Steps



For the Office of Oral Health and 
Dentistry

 Compile and Organize Feedback
 Oral Health Advisory Panel Review (November)
 Complete Final Revision
 Publish (by Jan 2012)



For You

 Tell us what you think.
 Online survey available until November 4, 2011

 Spread the word.
 Raise awareness about the importance of Oral Health.

 Tell others about the opportunity to provide input on the State Plan.



More Feedback?

 Internet
 The draft State Plan and a response survey are available 

on our website: http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/dental 
 Email: dhhs.oralhealth@nebraska.gov 

 Mail
 You can also write to our office at:

Nebraska DHHS
Office of Oral Health and Dentistry
PO Box 95026
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509



THANK YOU!
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