
Nebraska HIV CARE and Prevention Consortium 
Thursday, January 27, 2011 

Country Inn and Suites 
5353 North 27th St, Lincoln NE 68521 

 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bernice Afuh, Jane Athey, Heather Berney, Andrew Brackett,  
Frances Carodine, Jacque Cook, Christopher Fisher, Susan Goodman, Lee Heerten, Steve Jackson,  
Chris Junker, Pedro Mancilla, Wendy McCarty, Pat O’Hanlon, Tim Perlinger, Galen Sears, Janet Soule, 
Jeff Tracy, Angi Tran, Nancy Vossler, Tracy Weiland, Sandy Klocke (ex-officio) 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Daniel Cobos, Jeremy Johnson, Natalie Kent, Jill Young 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Anne O’Keefe 
 
NON-VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  Brandi Bennett, Justin Frederick, Renae Furl, Lauren Rock, 
Arturo Spindola, Jeri Weberg-Bryce 
 
DHHS STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:  Judy Anderson, Cheryl Bullard, Nancy Jo Hansen,  
Lois Versaw, Kathryn White 
 
PRESENTERS:  EJ Jack, Ryan Sallans 
 
VISITORS:  Tim Tague 
 
RECORDER:  Amy Turek 
 
I. 
 

Breakfast/Networking 

II. 
Members of standing committees completed committee work 
Standing Committee Meetings 

 
III. 

The meeting was called to order at 10:39 a.m.  Shannon Williams, Community Co-Chair, 
presided. 

Call to Order 

 
A. Roll Call 

21 members were present; a quorum was established. 
 

B. Welcome New Members 
Name   Position   
Frances Carodine  Minority-HIV Impacted  to be determined 

Standing Comm Assignment 

Natalie Kent  CTR/PCRS   to be determined 
 

C. Review and Accept Minutes of Previous Meeting 
ACTION:  Minutes approved. 

 
D. Housekeeping and NHCPC Updates 
 Items reviewed: 

• Open Meeting Act binder is located on the registration table. 
• Reminder to turn off ringers on cell phones. 
• Expense Reimbursement Document folders are located on the registration table. 

Mileage rate is $0.51 per mile. 
• Affected members are asked to meet deadlines for agendas and presentation 

materials. 
• Remember to RSVP for all NHCPC Meetings. 
• Currently 7 open positions available on the NHCPC; applications due April 11, 2011. 



 
IV. Committee Reports 

 Minutes to be distributed on a later date. 
Assessment and Evaluation 

 

 Refer to enclosed minutes for details. 
Care Services 

 

 Refer to enclosed minutes for details. 
Co-Infection 

 

 Refer to enclosed minutes for details. 
Interventions 

 

 Refer to enclosed minutes for details. 
Public Information 

 

 We are currently seeking applications for the following positions: 
Membership 

• Business 
• MSM- Person of Color 
• Mental Health/Substance Abuse 
• Minority Faith-Based 
• Native American / American Indian 
• Person Living with HIV or AIDS 
• Southwest Region Representative 
April 11, 2011 is the deadline for accepting new member applications. 

 We are requesting a 1-3 sentence description of what each committee does from the Chair or 
their designee.  Please send to Galen Sears by April 1, 2011. 

 Discussion regarding having Transgender representation; won’t be able to prioritize an 
intervention for them since we do not collect necessary data. 

 Refer to enclosed minutes for details. 
 

 Vote on New Members 
ACTION:  Results of Member election 
Name    Representation    
Cindy White   Woman – HIV Impacted  21 Y; 0 N 

Tally 

Shannon Williams  City/County/District Health Dept 21 Y; 0 N 
 
V. 

Nancy Jo Hansen, DHHS Sub-grant Oversight Manager, announced that information regarding 
the Sub-grant/Mini-grant awards will be tabled until the April NHCPC meeting. 

Sub-grant/Mini-grant Awards  

 
VI. 

 Cheryl Bullard, DHHS HIV Surveillance Program Manager, announced that there were a 
total of 698 bills introduced in the current Nebraska Legislative session.  We will be 
monitoring the progress of the following: 

Legislative Update 

 LB 192 - Require school districts of offer instruction in sexual health education. 
 LB 226 - Create the offense of assault with a bodily fluid (e.g., human blood, vomit, 

saliva, urine, seminal fluids) against a public safety officer 
 LB 304 - Provide for treatment of sexually transmitted diseases as prescribed 
Cheryl will continue to provide updates via email throughout the session. 

 Jeff Tracy suggested that members also pay attention to that bills relating to immigration 
issues. 

  



 
VII. 

Members completed the following forms:  Member Profile and Conflict of Interest Form. 
Completion of Paperwork 

 
VIII. 

Lauren Rock, Assistive Technology Partnership, gave a PowerPoint presentation covering general 
facts, identification, treatment, monitoring, and prevention of bed bugs.  (Handout in meeting 
packet) 

Bed Bugs… Everything You Wanted to Know 

 

Ryan Sallans and EJ Jack, both of the Professional Transgender Resource Network, gave a 
PowerPoint presentation reviewing the mission, goals, and services of the PTRN.  (Handout in 
meeting packet) 

IX. Transgender Community 

 
IX. 

Andrew Brackett, Nebraska AIDS Project-Kearney, gave a PowerPoint presentation reviewing a 
study conducted to help develop a marketing plan; increase private aid, both tangible and 
intangible; and better understand the attitudes, knowledge and willingness to help among 
residents in the area.  (2 sets of handouts in meeting packet) 

NAP Study - Kearney area office 

 
X. 

Kathryn White, DHHS Hepatitis Prevention Program Manager, reviewed information regarding 
the Hepatitis Program.  Key points included: 

Hepatitis Update 

 Still do not do any surveillance on a state-wide level for Hepatitis in Nebraska.  We can 
continue to look at risk factors. 

 Nationally, there is a small incidence of sexual transmission of Hep A via sex.  Condoms do 
not prevent transmission. 

 We do have enough combination vaccine to last through 2011, at least through the 3rd 
quarter.  We are actively looking for funding to continue the program. 

 Re: Hep C.   OraSure Rapid testing was approved in 2010.  New HCV Protease Inhibitor 
expected to have final FDA approval and on the market by end of summer, 2011.  
Specifically developed for HCV type 1; will result in 86% cure rate (no longer in their 
system); 24 weeks of treatment. 

 Review of laminated CDC handout in meeting packet. 
 
XI. 

 
Program Updates 

Judy Anderson reported that the HOPWA 3 yr competitive ended in 2010; currently looking for 
funding.  Have received some housing funds from the Ryan White program.   HUD representative 
says that they expect to see another competitive coming out; will be monitoring grants.gov.  We 
have been able to help 152 households with renting assistance; will continue to work with NAP. 

HOPWA 

 

Steve Jackson reported that based on numbers through November 2010, there were 144 new 
clients for 2010; 26 came from other states.  If there is any type of emergency, there is a plan in 
place to get medications out to rural areas if necessary. 

ADAP UNMC 

    
XII. 
 

Announcements and Information Sharing 

Currently running some television commercials regarding the anti-stigma campaign; billboards in 
the Omaha region; presents a powerful normalization message of HIV+ people. 

Brandi Bennett 

 

Have finished data collection on LGBT assessment; plan to release during Pride events in Omaha 
and Lincoln. 

Christopher Fisher 

 



The Red Ribbon Community met a couple of weeks ago; using Skype is very beneficial.  There 
have been presentations in the Omaha area as well as at Hastings High School.   

Galen Sears 

 

Currently have flu vaccine available for homeless populations. 
Judy Anderson 

 
XIII. 

None 
Public Comments 

 
XIV. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:27 p.m. 
Adjourn 

The next NHCPC meeting is scheduled on April 28, 2011. 
 


