
Homicide is a serious public health prob-
lem in Nebraska and the U.S.   
 
From 1999-2003, on average, 55 Nebras-
kans died from homicide each year. Of 

these deaths, 29% were 15-24 years old, 
and 3% were children under age one.  
 
Additionally, there were more than 3,500 
Nebraskans treated at hospitals each year 
for assault injuries. 

Homicide: A Serious Public 
Health Problem   

Homicide varies by age, gender, and race 
Males were more likely to die from homicide and to 
be treated in hospitals for assault than females. 
 
Homicide was the leading cause of injury death for 
infants. From 1999 to 2003, nine infants died from 
homicide.  
 
Nebraskans age 15-24 were more likely to be treated 
at a hospital due to assaultive injuries than any other 
age group.  
  

African Americans and Native Americans had 
the highest homicide rates. Their rates were more 
than 10 times higher than that for whites.  
 
Fifty-three percent of homicides involved the use 
of firearms; 14% were due to cutting/piercing.  
 
Nearly 60% of assaultive injuries were ‘struck by 
or against’, which includes unarmed fights, stab-
bing, or child/adults battering or abuse.  
 
CDC reports that most victims injured because of 
assault were not treated at a hospital.   

Source: Vital Statistics and Hospital Discharge, 1999-2003. 
Nebraska Health and  Human Services System 

 Homicides and assaults by age group 
Nebraska residents, 1999-2003
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Homicide and assaultive injuries can be prevented. Identifying risk factors, applying 
current preventive measures, and developing effective violence-prevention programs can 
reduce homicide deaths and assaultive injuries. 
 

Injury Prevention Program 
Phone: 402-471-2101 
Fax:     402-471-6446 
 

Homicides and assaults by gender
Nebraska residents, 1999-2003
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