COMBATING THE SPREAD OF SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED
DISEASES USING GIS: A REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE

Data Source: CDC Region VIl Infertility Prevention Project - Date of STD Data: 2005
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The Region VIl Infertility Prevention Project (IPP) focuses on the prevention and early treatment
of chlamydial and gonococcal infection through the collaborative effort of health care providers
throughout lowa, Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska. The Regional Advisory Committee (RAC)

for Region VIl has been in place since 1992. The RAC is comprised of Family Planning,
Sexually Transmitted Disease and Public Health Laboratory programs in the four states.

This project is funded through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The overall

goal of the Region VII IPP is to lead a collaborative effort to prevent and reduce STD
related infertility. Chlamydial infection is the most prevalent bacterial sexually transmitted
disease in the United States, with gonococcal infection being the second most prevalent.

The wider availability of affordable, cost-effective laboratory diagnostic tests for the presence of

Chlamydia trachomatis and Neisseria gonorrhea has allowed further exploration of the

broad spectrum of disease caused by these organisms. Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
is used to effectively map Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD's) across the four state region.
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ercent Positive for Gonorrhea Tests

Percent Positive tests were calculated using this equation: positive tests / total tests * 100
Equation source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System Statistical Analysis
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