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To honor all 
who stand up 
and speak out  
for freedom & 

liberty! 

 DECEMBER 2015

The trees are being decorated, the carols 
are being sung, and there is a general at-
mosphere of good will and excitement in 
the air during the holiday season.  Mem-
bers will be treated to a variety of special 
programming and gift distributions, to help 
make your “spirits bright.”  Many caring 
organizations and individuals  share their 
time, talents and donations to make sure 
that veterans aren’t forgotten during the 
busy holiday season.   
 
*Secret Santa Bingos—Members will be 
treated to two of these bingos on Saturday, 
December 5th at 10 a.m. and Tuesday, De-
cember 22nd at 2 p.m. 
 
*Christmas Concert & Sing Along—
Monday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Liberty Café—Sponsored by the Knights 
of Columbus. 
 
*Gifts For Yanks—Tuesday, December 
8th at 2 p.m.—Parties and gift distribution 
held on every unit—Sponsored by the 
American Legion and Auxiliary and Sons 
of American Legion. 
 
*AMVETS Christmas Gifts—Thursday, 
December 9th at 1 p.m. on all units. 
 
*Wreaths Across America Ceremony—
Saturday, December 12th at 11 a.m. in the 
All Faiths Chapel—Sponsored by the Patri-
ot Guard and American Legion Riders. 
 
 

 VETERANS’ HOMES DIVISION DIRECTOR 

JOHN HILGERT 
GOVERNOR 

PETE RICKETTS 

GIVH Mission: The Grand Island Veterans’ Home, an entity of the Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services, is dedicated to making 
a positive difference in the lives of those served.   
 
The mission of the Grand Island Veterans’ Home is to serve the unique needs of each member by providing high quality services and holistic 
long-term care in a homelike veterans’ community. 

*Rat Pack Christmas Concert—Featuring 
vocalist Aaron Shumaker—Tuesday, De-
cember 15th at 10 a.m. in the Liberty Café. 
 
*Route 66 California Party—Thursday, 
December 17th at 2 p.m. in the Liberty Ca-
fé—We’ve spent the entire year of 2015 
travelling down Route 66, and have finally 
made it to the Santa Monica Pier in Cali-
fornia!  Join us for some “California Fun!” 
 
*Winter Bingo—Saturday, December 19th 
at 10 a.m.—Featuring special prizes in con-
junction with the first day of winter around 
the corner. 
 
*Church Services—Due to the fact that 
Christmas and New Year’s fall on Fridays 
this year, the church services have been 
moved to the following dates:  Catholic 
Mass will be on Wednesdays, December 
23rd and 30th at 10:30 a.m. and Lutheran 
Services will be on Mondays, December 
21st and 28th at 2:30 p.m. 
 
*New Year’s Parties—A New Year’s Eve 
Bingo is scheduled for Tuesday, December 
29th at 2 p.m. in the Liberty Café.  A New 
Year’s Eve Concert is scheduled for Tues-
day, December 31st at 2 p.m. also in the 
Liberty Café, featuring the Hamilton Band.  
 
We often have calendar additions in De-
cember, so listen for announcements and 
watch for posters.  Merry Christmas, and 
Happy New Year to each and every one!! 
  

DHHS CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

COURTNEY N. PHILLIPS, MPA 

 
Making “Spirits Bright” at the Grand Island Veterans’ Home 
- By Nancy Klimek, Activity Manager 



Administration Notes 
Alex Willford, Administrator 
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alex.willford@nebraska.gov 

“Joleen is a hard worker whose smile and good demeanor to all 
members, makes life a little easier for us.  She is always going 
the extra mile to help us. 
-Nominated by member 

JOLEEN CARRILLO of Dietary 
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“Erika is very helpful, friendly, motivating, and caring with 
members and staff; is friendly with new staff; has a positive atti-
tude; a great team worker and always willing to help.                   
-Nominated by two employees 

ERIKA GALAVIZ of Nursing 
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“Lori has made a huge impact on night shift...her enthusiasm 
and interest in her staff and members has definitely made a huge 
difference.  We appreciate all that you do, especially since it’s 
done with a positive attitude and a smile!                  
  -Nominated by employee 

LORI JOHNSON-BURNS of Nursing 
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CNVH Update 
In late October, a model of a sample member’s room was installed on our grounds.  After members were 
invited to tour the room first, invitations were extended to staff and guests.  The Member Council hosted 
a viewing for members’ families on November 16th and we continue to hear great feedback from mem-
bers, family, staff, volunteers, and visitors. 
 
In early November, it was announced that the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs had approved the sub-
mitted plans for the new Central Nebraska Veterans’ Home to be built in Kearney and that construction 
documents were released to solicit bids for general construction.  A construction pre-bid meeting was 
held in Kearney on November 19th for potential bidders to learn more about the project.  The new Veter-
ans Home is anticipated to open in the fall of 2018.  
 

We wish you, your friends and family  
a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season! 



NEW MEMBERS 
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To care for him who shall have borne the battle… Abraham Lincoln –1865 

  

 

 

  

 

 

NEVA BOYD 

Residence: Pershing 2nd Floor 

Home Town: Grand Island, NE 

Occupation: School Librarian 

Widow of WWII Veteran    

Branch of Service: Army 

BILL SANDERS 

Residence: Phillips 3rd Floor 

Home Town: Springfield, NE 

Occupation: Carpenter/Building Inspector 

Veteran of  WWII 

Branch of Service: Army 

                                The JOYS of  

                   Caring  from A to Z 

Noting the difference your efforts make 

Opening your heart to others 

Putting compassion into action 

Quieting others’ concerns and fears 

Reaching out to those in need 

Spreading smiles wherever you go 

Touching lives 

Understanding the importance of giving 

Valuing everyone you meet 

Warming hearts 

eXpressing your generosity 

Year-round appreciation 

Zeroing in on what’s important 

                   CARING! 

Achieving a sense of fulfillment 

Brightening the days of others 

Changing the world for the better 

Discovering the joys of helping others 

Earning respect and admiration 

Feeling good about yourself 

Giving back to others 

Hearing “thank you” time and again 

Inspiring others with your dedication 

Joining the community of caring people 

Knowing you give you best each day 

Lifting spirits 

Making great use of your time and talents 

 

Many thanks to the GIVH Team for all you  

do to make the lives of our members comfortable, 

 fulfilling, and special. 



In Memory 
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 Attention Members, Families & Visitors 

 
We want to remind everyone that when new clothing is brought in for mem-
bers, it needs to be taken to the Nurses’ station for marking.  GIVH needs to do 
the marking of all clothing items as we have a process that guarantees the 
member number remains on the clothes. 
 
In addition, bringing it to the Nursing station also assures that the clothing will 
be added to the inventory of  member belongings. 

 
We also encourage families to routinely go through their member’s closet and remove items that are 
the wrong size, stained, worn out or in disrepair. 
 

Thank you! 

Strange is our situation here upon earth. Each of us comes for a short visit, not knowing why, yet sometimes seeming to divine a purpose. From 
the standpoint of daily life, however, there is one thing we do know: that man is here for the sake of other men. - Albert Einstein 

 

 
ARMY AIR FORCE 

WWII Veteran 
Member Since: 2/6/2013 

 

WILLIAM SHIRLEY 
  

AIR FORCE 
Korean Conflict Veteran 

Member Since: 12/16/1991 

WILLIAM LAKE 
 

 

 
NAVY 

WWII Veteran 
Member Since: 3/22/2012 

CHARLES BUTLER 



12TH ANNUAL 
VETERANS HONOR 

BREAKFAST 
United Veterans Club 
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The Unity Band, comprised of students from Grand Island Sen-
ior High, Northwest High and Central Catholic High Schools, 
performed the “Armed Forces Medley” melody of the Military 
service songs. Photo right: GISH cheerleaders end with a cheer! 

Larry Bennett 
Korean Conflict Veteran 

US ARMY 

OPERATION RECOGNITION 
GRADUATION  

 

CLASS OF 2015 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 

Parade Marshall—Bill Lee 
Korean Conflict Veteran 
US Air Force- 1950-1954 

 

17TH ANNUAL VETERANS PARADE 
CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER. 

 
PROGRAM MOVED TO  

GIVH ALL FAITHS CHAPEL. 

Photo left: Guest Speaker, Adrian Smith, the 
U.S. Representative for Nebraska's 3rd Con-
gressional District 3 offers a message of thanks 
and appreciation to the Veterans in attendance 
and throughout the nation.  Photo below: mem-
bers from the GISH Junior ROTC helped with 
escort to and from the Chapel, and also visited 
with members after the program. 

Frank DeJung 
Korean Conflict Veteran 

US ARMY 

Rex McCullough 
Korean Conflict Veteran 

US MARINES 



@ the library 
With winter just around the corner we encourage you to keep in mind 

the wonderful “entertainment” resources we have at GIVH. 

Your Library! 

 BOOKS—MOSTLY LARGE PRINT 

 MAGAZINES 

 GREETING CARDS 

 INTERNET COMPUTER 

 DVD MOVIES (OVER 1500) 

 VHS MOVIES (OVER 1400) 

 MUSIC CD (OVER 900) 

 BOOKS ON CD 

 MP3 PLAYERS—PORTABLE MUSIC 
PLAYERS WITH EARPHONES—WE CAN 
LOAD THEM WITH SONGS YOU LIKE 

 KINDLE READERS 

 KINDLE FIRES (IF YOU ARE INTERESTED 
IN LEARNING HOW TO USE A TABLET—
PLEASE SEE YOUR RECREATION SPE-
CIALIST) 

 VHS PLAYERS 

 DVD PLAYERS 

 CD PLAYERS 

 BOARD GAMES 

 SEATING AREAS WITH TABLES 

 QUIET SETTING FOR READING 

THE LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR BROWSING: 
MONDAY—FRIDAY 9:00PM-4:00PM—CLOSED ON STATE HOLIDAYS 

 
STAFF HOURS FOR CHECKING OUT ITEMS: 

MONDAY—THURSDAY 1:00-4:00PM & FRIDAY 9:00—11:00AM 
 

Located: Pershing Building 
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO MAKE  
RESERVATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Members are encouraged to invite their families for Christmas Dinner on Friday, December 25, 2015. 

This is the fairest way to allow all members the opportunity to 
have some guests for holiday meals.  Those members making res-
ervations need to plan to eat at 12:00 noon, regardless of their 
regular meal times. No salad bar is available on this holiday meal. 

Families wishing to join their member for a Christmas meal on Friday December 25, 2015 should 
notify Dietary at ext. 486 by Monday Dec 21, 2015.  We are unable to accept meal reservations or 
sell meal tickets for more than (4) guests per member.  Guest tickets are $2.50 each. 

Holidays are always more special for members when 
they can share them with family and friends. 

Your visits to the Veterans’ Home are the very best  
gifts you can give your loved ones. 

YOUR COOPERATION IN MAKING  
ADVANCED RESERVATIONS IS VERY MUCH 

APPRECIATED. THANK YOU! 
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The best and most  
beautiful things in the 
world cannot be seen or 
even touched. They must 
be felt with the heart. 
Wishing you happiness 
this Holiday Season. 
 
Source Internet 
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MEMBER CENSUS 
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DIVISION OF  
VETERANS' HOMES 

MEMBER CENSUS 

GRAND  
ISLAND  

VETERANS'  
HOME 

WESTERN  
NEBRASKA 
 VETERANS' 

HOME 

EASTERN  
NEBRASKA  
VETERANS' 

HOME 

NORFOLK 
VETERANS'  

HOME 

TOTAL As of November 17, 2015 Grand Island Scottsbluff Bellevue Norfolk 

WORLD WAR II VETERAN 28 23 29 33 113 
SPOUSE 2 5 4 7 18 
WIDOW 19 6 8 11 44 

KOREA VETERAN 42 19 30 38 129 
SPOUSE 4 2 2 4 12 
WIDOW 7 4 2 4 17 

VIETNAM VETERAN 53 9 20 22 104 
SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 2 0 1 0 3 

WW II & KOREA VETERAN 1 1 1 0 3 
SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 1 0 0 0 1 

KOREA & VIETNAM VETERAN 2 1 0 0 3 
SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 1 1 1 0 3 

WW II, KOREA & VIETNAM VETERAN 1 0 1 0 2 
SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 0 0 0 0 0 

LEBANON VETERAN 0 0 1 0 1 
SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 0 0 0 0 0 

VIETNAM & LEBANON VETERAN 1 0 2 0 3 
SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 0 0 0 0 0 

VIETNAM, LEBANON & GRENADA  VETERAN 0 0 0 0 0 
SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 0 0 0 0 0 

LEBANON & GRENADA VETERAN 1 0 0 1 2 
SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 0 0 0 0 0 

VIETNAM, LEBANON, GRENADA, 
PANAMA & PERSIAN GULF 

VETERAN 0 0 0 1 1 

SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 0 0 0 0 0 

PANAMA VETERAN 0 0 0 0 0 
SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 0 0 0 0 0 

PERSIAN GULF VETERAN 0 0 1 0 1 
SPOUSE 0 0 0 0 0 
WIDOW 0 0 0 0 0 

PEACE TIME VETERAN 15 8 10 12 45 
SPOUSE 2 1 0 1 4 
WIDOW 1 0 0 0 1 

GOLD STAR PARENT           0 
TOTAL CENSUS 183 80 113 134 510 

LADY VETS (incl. above) 5 1 6 2 14 
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Grand Island, Nebraska, 68803 (308) 385-6252  
Administrator: Alex Willford ext. 231, Administrative Assistant: Carrie Urwiller ext. 232 
Newsletter Proofed by Nancy Klimek, GIVH Administration, & Lincoln DHHS 
Public Information Officer: Nancy Klimek ext. 458 
Newsletter: Joanne Badura ext. 452 
Printing: Reception/Switchboard 
Newsletter on line:   http://dhhs.ne.gov/veterans/Pages/vets_gi.aspx 

http://dhhs.ne.gov/veterans/Pages/vets_gi.aspx 

 

Congratulations Elaine! 

ELAINE LEE 

GIVH Member Council Honors 
GIVH  Member of the Month 

Congratulations Janelle! 

JANELLE MCDONALD 

GIVH Member Council Honors 
GIVH  Employee of the Month 

 

We invite you to  
share your time. 

 
GIVH Volunteer Office 
 308-385-6252  Ext 452 

 MONDAY DECEMBER 21ST 
WINTER BEGINS! 

Then…  
only 89 days until spring! 
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