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REACHING OUT TO: 
 

Public and Allied Health Professionals 
Behavioral Health Practitioners 

Social Workers 
Environmental Health Specialists 

Dietitians 
Nurses 

Physicians 
Pharmacists 

Health Educators 
Advocates 

Others interested in the well-being of Nebraskans 



 
2 

 

Purpose:  To engage a diverse audience in building the future of Public Health in Nebraska 
and to collectively improve the health of our State. 
 
Objectives:  At the end of this program, the participant will be able to... 
 
• Describe major trends and new directions in public health in the State and Nation. 
• Identify how innovative wellness programs and policies can promote or improve the 

public’s health. 
• Identify major disparities in health outcomes among persons in Nebraska, the factors 

influencing those disparities, and innovative strategies to reduce disparities. 
• Identify how new technologies can be used to improve health outcomes. 
• Develop new partnerships, strengthen existing ones, and develop networks to maximize 

resources. 

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 

AGENDA 
Wednesday, April 8, 2009 

 

7:30 AM  Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 
8:30—9:00 AM  Welcome 
   Rick Sheehy; Lieutenant Governor of Nebraska 
   Joann Schaefer, MD; Chief Medical Officer; Director, Division of Public 
   Health, Department of Health and Human Services 
 
9:00—10:00 AM Opening Session:  Evidence-Based Public Health Practices and 
   Evaluation 
   Ross Brownson, PhD; Professor of Epidemiology; Co-Director,  
   Prevention Research Center; Washington University School of Medicine, 
   Washington University in St. Louis 
 

10:10—11:00 AM Breakout Sessions  
 

Health Seeking Behaviors of African Americans: Implications for a Healthier Nebraska 
Barbara Hewins-Maroney, PhD; Ethel Williams, PhD; Alice Schumaker, PhD 
 

Building Capacity in Public Health Across Nebraska:  A Case for Community Health 
Workers 
Patty Falcone; Julie Chytil, MPA, CHES 
 

Mindless Eating:  Why People Eat More Than They Think 
Alice Henneman, MS, RD 
 

The State of Public Health Emergency Law in 2009 
Darrell Klein, JD 
 

Food Safety: The Facts, The Future, and Public Health's Role 
Richard Raymond, MD 
 

Toward a Healthier Nebraska through Web 2.0 Technologies and Education Tools 
Marty Magee, MSA, MLS  



 

 

11:00—11:30 AM Break and Exhibits 
 
11:30 AM—12:20 PM Breakout Sessions 

 
A Community-Based Healthy Lifestyle Program for Women of Color 
Wanda Koszewski, PhD RD, LMNT 
 

Back to School: Data, Evidence, and Resources for School Health Partnerships to 
Improve Child Health 
Kathy Karsting, RN, MPH 
 

Preventing Underage Drinking to Maximize the Minimum Legal Drinking Age 
Diane Riibe; Erin Baum, BSN 
 

Leadership Café 2009: Shaping the Healthiest State in the Nation 
Magda Peck, ScD 
 

Sporadic Pancreatic Cancer vs. Meat Consumption, Preparation, and Meat-derived 
Carcinogens 
Gleb Haynatzki, PhD 
 

EMS Information Systems:  Challenges in Transitioning from Paper to Electronic 
Adam Wosoba  

12:20—1:30 PM Lunch and Awards Presentation 
 
1:30—2:00 PM  Physical Activity Break 
 
2:00—3:00 PM  General Session: Repositioning MCH in America:  Where We  
   Are…Where We Need to Go 
   Mario Drummonds, MS, LCSW, MBA; Executive Director/CEO,  
   Northern Manhattan Perinatal Partnership 
 

3:00—3:30 PM  Break and Exhibits 
 
3:30—4:20 PM  Breakout Sessions 
 

Lifecourse Approach to Health Disparities 
Mario Drummonds, MS, LCSW, MBA 
 

Newborn Screening: It’s Not Just a PKU Test Anymore 
Julie Miller, BS 
 

Fitness Reaching Older Gen’s (FROG) 
Julie Neighbors, MEd 
 

Educating Adults—How to Get ‘Em to Remember! 
Leslie Gunning-Scofield, BA, NREMT-B 
 

Public Health and Land Use Planning - Partnering for Improved Health Outcomes 
Scott Holmes, REHS, MS; Stephen Henrichsen, AICP 
 

Consortium for Public Health Informatics: Providing Data Integration and 
Accessibility 
Ann Fruhling, PhD; Michael Shambaugh-Miller, PhD; Ge Lin, PhD; Rahman Strum, BS; 
Jason Niven; Anup Shama; Ruchi Sodhani; Greg Hoff 



 

 

4:20 PM—4:30 PM Turn in Day 1 evaluations at Registration Desk 
   Dinner On Your Own 
 

6:30 PM  Nebraska Minority Public Health Association Annual Meeting 
 
7:00 PM  Minority Health Awards Banquet 
   Keynote Speaker: Mario Drummonds, MS, LCSW, MBA; Executive 
   Director/CEO, Northern Manhattan Perinatal Partnership 
 

   (Conference participants are invited to attend.  A separate registration 
   and fee are required.)   

Thursday, April 9, 2009 
 

7:30 AM  Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 
8:30—8:45 AM  Welcome 
   Kay Oestmann, President, Public Health Association of Nebraska 
   Rahman Strum, President, Nebraska Minority Public Health Association 
 

8:45—9:45 AM  General Session: Social Marketing: Why is It so Hard and What 
   Makes It Easier? 
   Nancy Lee, MBA; President, Social Marketing Services, Inc.; Adjunct 
   Faculty, University of Washington 
 

9:55—10:45 AM Breakout Sessions 

Eliminating Racial/Ethnic Health Disparities in Nebraska 
Debora Barnes-Josiah, PhD 
 

Bridging the Gap to Better Oral Healthcare for Our Children 
Debra Schardt, RDH, BS 
 

Working Toward a Healthier Population Through Health Literacy Awareness 
Angela Arner, BA, CHIS; Sheri Schrage, MA, CHES 
 

Update on UNMC’s New College of Public Health 
Keith Mueller, PhD; Michael Shambaugh-Miller, PhD 
 

Ready for a Smoke Free State?  Tobacco Prevention Marketing in Nebraska 
Monica Pribil, MA 
 

A Health Report Card for a Rural Nebraska Indian Community 
Marlene Wilken, PhD, RN; Theresa Conway, RN, MS, CCRC 

 

10:45—11:15 AM Break and Exhibits 
 
 



 

 

11:15 AM—12:05 PM Breakout Sessions 
 

Healthy Start: Taking “A Life Course Perspective” from Theory to Practice 
Judith Hill; Katherine Tyree; Nene Abosi, RN 
 

Nebraska State Suicide Prevention Coalition Promoting Wellness Through Prevention  
Donald Belau, PhD 
 

Improving Prevention Rates through Collaboration and the Use of Information 
Technology 
Julie Smith, RN, BSN, MHA 
 

The Impact of the Nursing Shortage on the Public’s Health 
Marilyn Valerio, PhD, RN 
 

Exploring the Ethics of Isolation and Quarantine: A Visit with Typhoid Mary 
Kristin Watkins, MBA 
 

Use of Disease Registries to Inform Public Health 
Ge Lin, PhD 

 

12:05—1:30 PM Awards Luncheon and Physical Activity Break 
 
1:30—2:30 PM  Closing Session: Building a Healthy America 
   Georges Benjamin, MD, FACP, FACEP(E); President, American Public 
   Health Association 
 

2:30 PM  Conference Adjourns 
   Turn in Evaluations at Registration Desk  

FACULTY 
General Session Presenters 
 
Georges Benjamin, MD, FACP, FACEP(E) 
President 
American Public Health Association 
Washington, DC 
 
Ross Brownson, PhD 
Professor of Epidemiology 
Co-Director, Prevention Research Center  
George Warren Brown School of Social Work, 
Dept. of Surgery and Siteman Cancer Center, 
Washington University School of Medicine 
Washington University in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri 
 
 

 
 
Mario Drummonds, MS, LCSW, MBA 
Executive Director/CEO 
Northern Manhattan Perinatal Partnership 
New York, New York 
 
Nancy Lee, MBA 
President, Social Marketing Services, Inc. 
Adjunct Faculty, University of Washington 
Mercer Island, Washington 



 

 

Breakout Session Presenters 
 
Nene Abosi, RN 
Health Services Coordinator 
Omaha Healthy Start 
Omaha, Nebraska  
 
Angela Arner, BA, CHIS 
Library Associate 
John Moritz Library 
Nebraska Methodist College 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Debora Barnes-Josiah, PhD 
Nebraska Minority Public Health Association 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Donald Belau, PhD 
Psychologist 
Nebraska DHHS 
Youth Rehabilitation Treatment Center 
Geneva, Nebraska 
                                      
Erin Baum, BSN 
Policy and Research Specialist 
Project Extra Mile 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Julie Chytil, MPA, CHES 
Community Health Educator 
Douglas County Health Department 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Theresa Conway, RN, MS, CCRC 
Clinical Research Nurse Coordinator 
Creighton University Medical Center 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Patty Falcone 
Community Health Educator 
Douglas County Health Department 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Ann Fruhling, PhD 
Associate Professor, Information Systems 
Director, Consortium for Public Health 
Informatics; UNO 
Omaha, Nebraska 

 
 
Leslie Gunning-Scofield, BA, NREMT-B 
Director of First Responder Education 
Center for Biopreparedness Education 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Gleb Haynatzki, PhD 
Associate Professor of Biostatistics 
UNMC, College of Public Health 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Alice Henneman, MS, RD 
Extension Educator 
UNL—Extension 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Stephen Henrichsen, AICP 
City of Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning 
Department 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Barbara Hewins-Maroney, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Judith Hill 
Program Director, Omaha Healthy Start 
Director of Development, Charles Drew Health 
Center 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Greg Hoff 
Student 
UNMC, College of Public Health 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Scott Holmes, REHS, MS 
Environmental Health Manager 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Kathy Karsting, RN, MPH 
School & Child Health Program Manager 
Nebraska DHHS, Division of Public Health 
Lincoln, Nebraska 



 

 

Darrell Klein, JD 
Assistant Agency Counsel 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human 
Services 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
 
Wanda Koszewski, PhD, RD, LMNT 
Associate Extension Professor and DI Director 
Department of Nutrition & Health Services 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Ge Lin, PhD 
Associate Professor 
College of Public Health 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Marty Magee, MSA, MLS 
Education and Nebraska Liaison 
National Network of Libraries of Medicine 
McGoogan Library of Medicine/UNMC 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Julie Miller, BS 
Program Manager, Newborn Screening 
Nebraska DHHS 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Keith Mueller, PhD 
Associate Dean, Department Chair, Professor 
College of Public Health 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Julie Neighbors, MEd 
Health Educator, Southwest Nebraska Public 
Health Department 
McCook, Nebraska 
 
Jason Niven 
Student 
UNMC, College of Public Health 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
 

Magda Peck, ScD 
Professor, Pediatrics and Public Health 
Director, Great Plains Public Health 
Leadership Institute 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Monica Pribil, MA 
Media Coordinator, Tobacco Free Nebraska 
Nebraska DHHS 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
  
Richard Raymond, MD 
Former Undersecretary for Food Safety 
USDA 
Former Nebraska Chief Medical Officer 
Windsor, Colorado 
 
 
Diane Riibe 
Executive Director 
Project Extra Mile 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Debra Schardt, RDH, BS 
President 
Nebraska Dental Hygienist's Association 
Carleton, Nebraska 
 
Sheri Schrage, MA, CHES 
Manager of Quality Assurance 
Valley County Health Systems 
Ord, Nebraska 
 
Alice Schumaker, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Director, UNMC/UNO MPH Program 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Anup Shama 
Student 
UNMC, College of Public Health 
Omaha, Nebraska 



 

 

Michael Shambaugh-Miller, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Medical Geographer 
College of Public Health 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Julie Smith, RN, BSN, MHA 
Quality Improvement Manager 
CIMRO of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Ruchi Sodhani 
Student 
UNMC, College of Public Health 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Rahman Strum, BS  
Program Manager  
Omaha Urban Area Health Education Center 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Katherine Tyree 
Program Manager 
Omaha Healthy Start 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Marilyn Valerio, PhD, RN 
Chairperson 
Nebraska Center for Nursing 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
 
Kristin Watkins, MBA 
Library/Grants Coordinator 
Center for Biopreparedness Education 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Ethel Williams, PhD 
Associate Professor 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Marlene Wilken, PhD, RN 
Assistant Professor 
Creighton University School of Nursing 
Omaha, Nebraska  
 
Adam Wosoba 
EMS Data Analyst 
Nebraska DHHS 
Lincoln, Nebraska  

Chad Abresch, MEd 
Marla Augustine, JD 
Dennis Berens, MEd 
Barbara Dodge, BA-E 
Raponzil Drake, DMin 
Paula Eurek, BS 
Mary Jo Gillespie, MPA, RD, LMNT 
Keith Hansen, BS 
Linda Henningsen, BS 
Stephen Jackson, MPH 
Ryan King, REHS/RS, MA 
Jeff Klein, BS, BA 
Terry Krohn, RDH, BS, MEd 
Mary Lentini 
Cynthia Ann Margritz, RN, BSN, CCM 

Jackie Miller, DDS 
Christine Newlon, RN, BSN 
Sally O’Neill, PhD 
Dave Palm, PhD 
Rita Parris, BS 
Barbara Pearson, BS 
Lusero Perez 
Cate Pogge, BA 
Lea Pounds, MBA, MEP 
Roxanne Rediger 
Dianna Seiffert, BJ 
Colleen Svoboda, MPH 
Kathy Ward, BS 
Marlene Wilken, PhD, RN 

Planning Committee         



 

 

EDUCATION CREDITS 
The Creighton University School of Medicine designates this educational activity for a 
maximum of 9.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)TM. Physicians should only claim credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity (April 8 = 5.25 credits; 
April 9 = 4 credits). 
 
This course is approved for 5.25 Contact Hours for 4/8/09 and 4.0 Contact Hours for 4/9/09 
for Nebraska Nurses and .63 CEU’s for 4/8/09 and .48 CEU’s for 4/9/09 for Iowa Nurses 
through Iowa Western Community College Iowa Board of Nursing Provider # 6. 
 
Sponsored by Creighton University School of Medicine, a designated provider of continuing 
education contact hours (CECH) in health education by the National Commission for Health 
Education Credentialing, Inc.  This program is designated for Certified Health Education 
Specialists (CHES) to receive up to 9 Category 1 contact hours in health education.  Total 
contact hours earned:  9. 
 
The 2009 Nebraska Public Health Conference is sponsored by the Nebraska Council for 
Continuing Pharmaceutical Education (NCCPE). NCCPE is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE) as a provider of continuing pharmacy education. 
Participants will be awarded 5.25 contact hours for attendance of all CE sessions on April 8, 
2009, and the completion of a program evaluation form - ACPE #128-000-09-018-L04-
P.  Participants will be awarded 4.25 contact hours for attendance of all CE sessions on April 
9, 2009, and the completion of a program evaluation form - ACPE #128-000-09-019-L04-
P.  The 2009 Nebraska Public Health Conference is a knowledge-based CE activity. 
 
This program is approved for 9.25 continuing education hours by the Commission on Dietetic 
Registration. 
 
The Board of Mental Health Practice no longer approves continuing education offerings, but 
may accept as continuing education for certification renewal, learning experiences, provided 
they are planned and conducted for social workers and if they are related to social work. 
 
Accreditation Statement: 
The Creighton University School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 



 

 

REGISTRATION 
Online registration is required for the 2009 Nebraska Public Health Conference.  Registration 
information and payment instructions are available on the conference website:   
http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/Public_Health/conference/ 
 

Conference Fees and Deadlines 
Two Day Fee        $150 
One Day Fee        $100 
Minority Health Awards Banquet (Wednesday, April 8)    $30 
 
The deadline to register for the conference is April 1, 2009. 
 

Cancellations and Substitutions 
No refunds will be made for registration cancellations; however, substitutions can be made.  
Please call Beckie McCaw if you have substitutions:  (402) 552-2529. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
MEETING PLACE:  Cornhusker Marriott Hotel, 333 South 13th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, 
68508.  Phone: (402) 474-7474 (Toll-free: 866-706-7706) 
 
MEETING DIRECTIONS:  For driving directions from local airports or from your starting 
location, visit http://www.marriott.com/hotels/maps/travel/lnkfs-the-cornhusker-a-marriott-
hotel/.  See “driving directions” link in upper right corner. 
 
PARKING:  On-site parking fee: $1.00 per hour, $6.00 maximum daily.  Daily fee does not 
include in and out privileges. 
 
LODGING:   To reserve a hotel room, please call the Cornhusker Marriott Hotel directly at 
(402) 474-7474 (Toll-free: 866-706-7706) and reference the Nebraska Department of 
Health and Human Services Conference to secure the group rate. 
 
A block of rooms has been reserved at a rate of $99 per night. The group rate will be 
available until Wednesday, April 1, 2009. Check-in: 3:00 pm, Check-out: 12:00 pm 
 
CLIMATE:  Temperature in meetings rooms can fluctuate; layered clothing is suggested. 
 
COURTESY:  For the concentration and comfort of our participants, we ask that all cell 
phones and pagers be silenced during sessions of the conference.  Please refrain from 
checking email during sessions as well.  Breaks are provided for your communication 
convenience.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Infants under 6 months of age are welcome at the conference. Please respect the learning 
needs of other participants, and care for your baby outside of the meeting rooms if your baby 
makes either ‘happy’ or ‘sad’ sounds. A breastfeeding room will be available for private use. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:  Visit the conference website at:  
http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/Public_Health/conference/ 

http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/Public_Health/conference/�
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Nebraska Minority 
Public Health 
Association 

CONFERENCE SPONSORS: 

PATRONS:  
 

American Dairy Association/Dairy Council of Nebraska  
 

Center for Human Diversity  
 

Nebraska Cardiovascular Health Program 
 

New Style Medical Supplier, Inc.  
 

Tobacco Free Nebraska 
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