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ALLY RHODES 

At age 16, Ally is the youngest winner in the TUNE project songwriting contest.  Despite her youth, Ally 

was still able to draw on personal experience when writing her winning song.   Ally said, “This song 

came about because of a relationship I was in that was really tying me down. I just had this epiphany 

and I thought ‘okay, I need to get out. I’m not happy anymore.’”  

The band Switchfoot also serves as a major inspiration for the young artist.  She credits three of the 

band’s songs as most inspiring to her: “Meant to Live,” “Dare You To Move,” and “This is Your Life.”   

 

AMY SCHMIDT 

Now 24 years old, Amy performed for the first time nearly a decade ago at the age of 16, though she 

didn’t begin her singing career until she was 21. “I’d spent hours and hours practicing guitar as a kid; I 

always thought it just took ‘natural’ talent to be a singer.  As it turns out, singing just takes practice too,” 

says Amy. 

In addition to the exposure from winning the TUNE contest, Amy also received another benefit from her 

participation. Writing for the TUNE project broke Amy from a songwriting dry spell that lasted for over a 

year.   

“When I heard about TUNE, it gave me the motivation to get back in the game, to sit down for a couple 

of hours a day and force myself to work creatively again. It seems that the writer’s block was like a good 

slumber, and the songs I’ve written since then (beginning with this one) have a new energy musically, 

and a different message lyrically. I wrote this song for the TUNE contest last fall and have now been 

cranking out new songs ever since, which my fans are pretty happy about.” 

 

ARYN MICHELLE 

The 26-year-old artist from Coppell, Texas, has been writing songs in the Lone Star state since she was 

a 15-year-old sophomore in high school.   

Unlike some of the TUNE artists, Aryn already has a fairly established fan base.  In fact, over the past 

two years, she has received nearly $50,000 in funding from her fans to produce her next album.   

Aryn’s song, “Warrior,” is about finding the strength to not be a victim and instead finding a goal or 

dream you can believe in, something she can easily relate to. “As an independent musician, I often find 

myself in a vulnerable state-of-mind where I feel like giving up. There have been so many times when 

things seem too hard to accomplish, or I feel like I'm not good enough or strong enough,” says Aryn. 
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DAVID POTTER 

Unlike many of the other winners, David didn’t use his personal experiences when writing about a 

young woman who must choose between settling for her current life or choosing the road less traveled.  

The 27-year-old from Omaha, Nebraska, aimed to find a way to connect his music with TUNE’s target 

audience.  David said, “Based on the criteria for the TUNE project, I tried to put myself into someone 

else's shoes to see what it felt like.”  

 

MARIJKE JANE 

Marijke, the only TUNE contest winner not born in the United States, is originally from the Netherlands. 

She now lives in Dallas, Texas. 

The 29-year-old has been writing songs for the past decade and has recently taken up both playing the 

piano and guitar.  Her winning song, “Changing My Ways,” was one of the first she ever wrote after 

learning to play the guitar.   

Marijke hopes that TUNE listeners will gain confidence from the song in the same way that she has. 

“This song was primarily inspired by my experience in friendships and relationships. I recognized that I 

could be easily affected by what other people thought of me, or my perceptions of what they thought. I 

wanted to change that and I knew I could have confidence in who I am regardless of anybody else.”  

 

NICK GOODWIN 

Nick, a native of Scottsbluff, Nebraska, is the western-most winner.  The 21-year-old is the only winner 

with a hip-hop style.  Nick is a strong believer in the power of music and how it can lead to inspiration. 

For example, lyrics by Paul Meany of the band MuteMath have been a long-lasting inspiration for him.   

His TUNE song, written from the perspective of a young woman, aims to inspire listeners to break free 

from the labels that are so often put upon them. 

“This song is about not being defined by your situation and not letting circumstances make or break you 

and your happiness. There are things in life that cannot be taken away from us. Those are the most 

important things,” explains Nick.  

 

ZACH SVOBODA 

For Zach, the TUNE project fit perfectly with his own goals for his music. “My passion is to enliven 

people, motivate and encourage them, to genuinely share my heart and faith with them,” says Zach.  

His song, “True Colors,” is aimed at promoting a message of equality, character, uniqueness and 

acceptance.  He also credits his sister with providing the inspiration for his winning song.    
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ADELAIDE 

Adelaide is the only band to be chosen as a winner for the TUNE project.  The four-member band from 

Omaha, Nebraska, consisting of Alex, Adam, Phil and Dan, hadn’t been together long when they wrote 

their winning song. 

“This song represents one of the first times we, as a band, sat down and wrote a song all together—

feeding off each other’s ideas,” says Dan. 

According to Adam, who is the main writer for the band, the song is one of the band’s best, despite the 

difficulty in writing based on an assigned topic and not from personal inspiration.   

“I had to search for the inspiration instead of it finding me. It took some real examination of myself and 

through that process, I not only wrote a song that challenged and moved me, but I also realized some 

things about myself and my own life that I didn't know I needed to change,” explained Adam. 

  


