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Injury is a major public health concern in the United States and Nebraska is not
an exception. Injury is the fourth leading cause of death for Nebraskans. Each
year, nearly 900 Nebraskans die and more than 145,000 seek treatment at a
hospital because of injuries.

Reducing the burden of injury is a priority for the Nebraska Department of Health
and Human Services. For this to happen, it is essential to develop and
implement community based prevention and intervention strategies driven by
local injury data.

The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services Injury Prevention and
Surveillance Work Team has produced the report, “Local/District Health
Department Injury Report”. This report is a supplement to “Injury in Nebraska®, a
statewide report, which was published in 2005. The purpose of this report is to
provide data to the local/district health departments to assist them in setting
priorities, planning their prevention programs, monitoring changes, and
evaluating impact.

The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services is committed to
continuing to provide reliable and accurate data on a regular basis.

Injuries are preventable—they do not occur at random. The NDHHS Injury
Prevention Program will continue to identify strategies and partners, including the
local/district health departments, in order to work together to prevent injuries and
keep Nebraskans healthy and safe.

Sincerely,

J\o nnh Schaefer, M.D.

Chief Medical Officer

Director, Division of Public Health
Department of Health and Human Services
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