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 The purpose of this report is to present 
the most recent data from the Nebraska 
outpatient surgical procedures database.  

This report also fulfills the requirements of the 
legislation that established the outpatient surgical 
procedures database, a copy of which is presented in 
Appendix A.  These data include outpatient surgical 
procedures that were performed between January 
1, 2007 and December 31, 2007 at licensed hospitals 
and ambulatory surgical centers in Nebraska.  An 
outpatient surgical procedure is defined as any 
surgical procedure that does not require an inpatient 
hospitalization. 
 The outpatient surgical procedures database was 
established by the Nebraska Unicameral in 2003, 
with three stated goals: 1) to collect and compile 
outpatient surgical procedure information from 
hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers; 2) to 
use and disclose such information for public health 
purposes; and 3) to prepare and publish an annual 
statistical report.  All hospitals and ambulatory 
surgical centers within the State of Nebraska that are 
licensed under the Health Care Facility Licensure 
Act are required to report the following outpatient 
surgical and related information to the Nebraska 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS): 1) the name of the reporting facility; 2) 
the facility portion of billed charges for each patient 
served at the facility; 3) the county and state of 
residence by zip code for each patient served at the 
facility; 4) the primary outpatient surgical procedure 
performed for each patient at the facility, reported 

by Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes 
or Health Care Financing Administration codes; 
and 5) the primary source of payment for each 
patient served at the facility, reported as follows: a) 
private sources must be reported as either self-pay, 
commercial insurance, or worker’s compensation; 
and b) public sources must be reported as either 
Medicaid, Medicare, or other government source.  
Certain procedures (collection of venous blood and 
capillary blood specimens, and childbirth [excluding 
deliveries by Caesarian section]) are exempt from 
the reportable list of procedures.  Facilities must 
provide these data annually to DHHS no later than 
May 1st of each year for the preceding calendar year.  
All information obtained from the medical records 
of individual patients is considered confidential and 
can not be disclosed by DHHS in a way that would 
identify an individual patient.
 In addition to publishing an annual statistical 
report, the legislation that established the outpatient 
surgical procedures database also requires that 
certain information be included as part of this 
report.   Specifically, the report must include: 1) 
the twenty most frequently performed outpatient 
surgical procedures by type of procedure; 2) the total 
number of persons served for each of the twenty 
most frequently performed procedures; 3) the total 
number of persons served by county, service region, 
and state of residence for all procedures performed, 
and 4) the average billed charges for the twenty most 
frequently performed procedures, by county and 
state of residence. 

Introduction
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Results

 A total of 239,732 outpatient surgical 
procedures were performed at the 
Nebraska hospitals and ambulatory 

surgical centers that reported their data for the 
year 2007.  Another 36,355 outpatient procedures 
were also reported, but these procedures are not 
considered surgical (surgical procedures are defined 
as CPT codes 10021 through 69990), and so are 
not included in this report.  All of Nebraska’s 86 
hospitals (excluding facilities operated by the federal 
government) and 40 of the state’s 47 ambulatory 
surgical centers provided their data.  Table 1 
presents the twenty most frequently performed 
outpatient surgical procedures, by number and 
type of procedure (but limited to primary [i.e., first-
listed] procedures only), along with the average 
billed charge per type of procedure.  The most 
frequently performed outpatient surgical procedure 
was a diagnostic colonoscopy, with 21,338 reported, 
followed by cataract surgery with insertion of an 
intraocular lens, with 12,647 reported.  The average 
billed charge for the top twenty procedures are 
limited to only those cases where just one procedure 
was reported, as the hospitals and ambulatory 

surgical centers did not provide an itemized 
breakdown of their charges when more than one 
procedure was performed.  
 Tables 2 and 3 present the number of outpatient 
surgical procedures by the patient’s place of residence 
and the place where these services were obtained.  
Table 2 presents these data for Nebraska residents, 
by county of residence and place of service, while 
Table 3 presents these data for patients who are not 
Nebraska residents, by state of residence and place of 
service.  In both tables, the places where outpatient 
surgical procedures were obtained are grouped by 
county into five regions, and the counties that are 
included in each region are listed in the Table 3 
footnote and are shown on the map in Appendix B.  
Tables 4 and 5 present the average billed charges for 
the twenty most frequently performed outpatient 
surgical procedures, by the patient’s place of 
residence.  Table 4 presents these data by county 
for Nebraska residents, while Table 5 presents these 
data by state for out-of-state residents.  As in Table 
1, the average billed charges reported in these two 
tables are limited to only those cases where just one 
procedure was reported.
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Table 1. Twenty most frequent outpatient surgical procedures performed at Nebraska 
hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers, by number and type of procedure (primary 
procedure only), with average billed charge per type of procedure, 2007.

 CPT Number of Average Billed 
Type of Procedure Code Procedures Charge ($) 
Diagnostic colonoscopy 45378 21,338 1,590

Cataract surgery with insertion of intraocular lens 66984 12,647 3,031

Colonoscopy, with biopsy 45380 11,305 1,916

Upper gastrointestinal endoscopy, with biopsy 43239 10,914 1,892

Injection (single) of diagnostic or therapeutic 62311 10,011 1,298
substance(s), epidural or subarachnoid; 
lumbar, sacral (caudal)

Lesion removal colonoscopy, by snare technique 45385 7,227 1,611

Cystoscopy 52000 5,037 1,002

Upper gastrointestinal endoscopy, diagnostic 43235 3,874 1,758

Knee arthroscopy/surgery 29881 3,040 5,409

Debride skin, subcutaneous tissue 11042 3,013 858

Create eardrum opening 69436 2,869 2,112

Laparoscopic cholecystectomy   47562 2,831 9,621

Dental surgery procedure (unlisted procedure, 41899 2,665 4,027
dentoalveolar structures)

Carpal Tunnel surgery   64721 2,635 2,951

After cataract laser surgery 66821 2,492 808

Remove tonsils and adenoids  42820 2,225 3,799

Injection (single) of diagnostic or therapeutic 62310 2,115 1,567
substance(s), epidural or subarachnoid; 
cervical or thoracic

Lesion removal colonoscopy, by hot biopsy 45384 1,978 1,819
forceps or bipolar cautery

Insertion of central venous access device, with 36561 1,629 6,401
subcutaneous port, age 5 years or older

Repair initial inguinal hernia, age 5 yrs or older; 
reducible 49505 1,590 6,191
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Adams 3,872 235 1 180 3 4,291

Antelope 16 86 530 20 0 652

Arthur 1 3 0 0 37 41

Banner 0 0 0 0 40 40

Blaine 28 4 0 0 7 39

Boone 115 67 177 39 0 398

Box Butte 3 8 1 4 1,171 1,187

Boyd 26 19 126 3 0 174

Brown 55 23 192 18 12 300

Buffalo 2,881 312 15 135 25 3,368

Burt 43 296 526 9 0 874

Butler 5 115 241 655 0 1,016

Cass 3 2,619 1 691 0 3,314

Cedar 0 49 233 6 0 288

Chase 38 8 0 8 330 384

Cherry 46 40 318 26 149 579

Cheyenne 8 10 4 8 340 370

Clay 785 70 1 131 0 987

Colfax 28 202 858 86 0 1,174

Cuming 25 202 1,085 22 0 1,334

Custer 1,049 53 1 79 91 1,273

Dakota 1 89 142 0 0 232

Dawes 1 4 3 3 459 470

Dawson 770 144 3 77 1,099 2,093

Deuel 4 0 0 0 103 107

Dixon 0 51 165 4 0 220

Dodge 790 1,266 9,494 78 0 11,628

Douglas 41 52,460 425 118 2 53,046

Dundy 26 4 0 7 173 210

Fillmore 75 31 1 677 0 784

Franklin 333 11 0 15 0 359

Frontier 59 15 3 10 225 312

Table 2.  Total number of outpatient surgical procedures performed at Nebraska hospitals and 
ambulatory surgical centers, by patient county of residence and place (region) of service, Nebraska 
residents only, 2007.

 region of service (for key to regions, see footnote at end of table 3)
County of 
Residence Central East North Southeast West TOTAL
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Furnas 351 40 0 33 226 650

Gage 4 131 0 2,646 0 2,781

Garden 8 2 0 8 244 262

Garfield 166 21 6 9 1 203

Gosper 90 13 0 19 95 217

Grant 4 1 1 1 88 95

Greeley 215 29 14 28 0 286

Hall 6,143 366 10 359 14 6,892

Hamilton 785 59 2 136 0 982

Harlan 249 11 0 17 2 279

Hayes 9 3 0 2 54 68

Hitchcock 67 24 0 4 322 417

Holt 112 124 1,138 30 4 1,408

Hooker 14 4 1 4 95 118

Howard 760 49 4 38 1 852

Jefferson 7 35 20 842 0 904

Johnson 2 61 0 468 0 531

Kearney 534 42 0 18 1 595

Keith 40 25 0 8 866 939

Keya Paha 8 4 74 1 1 88

Kimball 0 1 0 1 246 248

Knox 5 283 176 4 0 468

Lancaster 46 1,387 150 25,734 10 27,327

Lincoln 299 250 3 127 4,336 5,015

Logan 14 2 0 0 67 83

Loup 30 3 0 6 0 39

Madison 5 461 2,781 85 1 3,333

McPherson 5 2 0 0 37 44

Merrick 745 45 48 84 2 924

Morrill 4 2 0 0 573 579

Nance 147 62 114 37 0 360

Nemaha 2 163 1 408 0 574

Nuckolls 582 31 13 66 0 692

 region of service (for key to regions, see footnote at end of table 3)
County of 
Residence Central East North Southeast West TOTAL



7

Otoe 1 352 7 1,353 0 1,713

Pawnee 0 37 28 250 0 315

Perkins 15 3 1 4 395 418

Phelps 1,023 65 0 65 16 1,169

Pierce 4 75 412 7 0 498

Platte 43 538 2,752 326 0 3,659

Polk 57 55 109 338 0 559

Red Willow 202 52 0 70 990 1,314

Richardson 0 136 2 680 0 818

Rock 24 4 89 10 2 129

Saline 8 87 3 1,553 0 1,651

Sarpy 13 16,866 112 38 0 17,029

Saunders 103 988 933 921 1 2,946

Scotts Bluff 1 14 0 9 3,920 3,944

Seward 7 91 1 1,551 1 1,651

Sheridan 1 7 0 7 361 376

Sherman 325 23 1 15 0 364

Sioux 0 0 0 0 36 36

Stanton 1 34 137 9 0 181

Thayer 104 19 1 546 0 670

Thomas 39 4 4 4 38 89

Thurston 2 72 226 4 0 304

Valley 435 46 6 24 0 511

Washington 36 1,423 970 7 0 2,436

Wayne 1 75 479 7 0 562

Webster 575 27 1 25 1 629

Wheeler 26 7 21 5 0 59

York 151 93 17 1,240 0 1,501

County Not Reported 6,317 12,366 932 5,767 67 25,499

TOTAL 32,093 95,791 26,346 49,167 17,380 220,777

 region of service (for key to regions, see footnote at end of table 3)
County of 
Residence Central East North Southeast West TOTAL
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Table 3.  Total number of outpatient surgical procedures performed at Nebraska hospitals and ambulatory surgical 
centers, by patient state of residence and place (region) of service, non-Nebraska residents only, 2007.

Alabama 0 51 0 2 3 56

Alaska 1 13 1 2 1 18

Arizona 5 45 21 10 5 86

Arkansas 1 19 2 7 3 32

California 7 25 2 8 7 49

Colorado 27 38 5 14 82 166

Connecticut 0 5 0 1 0 6

Delaware 0 0 0 1 3 4

District of Columbia 0 1 0 0 0 1

Florida 8 39 9 6 8 70

Georgia 2 8 0 31 1 42

Hawaii 0 1 0 2 0 3

Idaho 0 12 0 0 3 15

Illinois 3 27 0 12 0 42

Indiana 1 12 0 2 0 15

Iowa 18 13,901 148 144 3 14,214

Kansas 1,078 326 7 356 211 1,978

Kentucky 1 5 0 4 1 11

Louisiana 2 23 0 0 0 25

Maine 0 2 0 0 0 2

Maryland 0 1 0 4 0 5

Massachusetts 0 1 1 2 0 4

Michigan 2 8 0 0 0 10

Minnesota 5 36 0 3 0 44

Mississippi 1 3 0 2 0 6

Missouri 5 436 4 73 3 521

Montana 2 17 0 0 4 23

Nevada 3 19 0 2 1 25

New Hampshire 1 0 0 0 0 1

New Jersey 0 14 0 0 1 15

New Mexico 2 17 0 4 3 26

New York 0 4 0 1 1 6

 region of service (for key to regions, see footnote at end of table 3)
County of 
Residence Central East North Southeast West TOTAL
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 NOTE: Regions of service are comprised of the following groups of counties: 
 Central — Adams, Blaine, Buffalo, Clay, Custer, Franklin, Garfield, Greeley, Hall, Hamilton, Harlan, 

Howard, Kearney, Loup, Merrick, Nuckolls, Phelps, Sherman, Valley, Webster, and 
Wheeler Counties 

 East — Douglas and Sarpy Counties 
 North — Antelope, Boone, Boyd, Brown, Burt, Cedar, Cherry, Colfax, Cuming, Dakota, Dixon, 

Dodge, Holt, Keya Paha, Knox, Madison, Nance, Pierce, Platte, Rock, Stanton, Thurston, 
Washington, and Wayne Counties 

 Southeast — Butler, Cass, Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Johnson, Lancaster, Nemaha, Otoe, Pawnee, 
Polk, Richardson, Saline, Saunders, Seward, Thayer, and York Counties 

 West — Arthur, Banner, Box Butte, Chase, Cheyenne, Dawes, Dawson, Deuel, Dundy, Frontier, 
Furnas, Garden, Gosper, Grant, Hayes, Hitchcock, Hooker, Keith, Kimball, Lincoln, 
Logan, McPherson, Morrill, Perkins, Red Willow, Scotts Bluff, Sheridan, Sioux, and 
Thomas Counties

North Carolina 1 4 1 0 1 7

North Dakota 1 19 0 2 0 22

Ohio 2 8 6 0 0 16

Oklahoma 1 18 2 1 5 27

Oregon 6 3 0 2 0 11

Pennsylvania 0 9 1 0 1 11

South Carolina 4 9 0 2 0 15

South Dakota 13 221 25 22 88 369

Tennessee 2 10 1 1 1 15

Texas 18 81 6 10 8 123

Utah 1 11 2 2 0 16

Vermont 0 6 0 0 0 6

Virginia 0 3 0 2 0 5

Washington 1 5 0 3 3 12

West Virginia 0 2 0 0 0 2

Wisconsin 5 8 1 1 2 17

Wyoming 4 12 1 3 661 681

Unknown 3 45 0 31 0 79

TOTAL 1,237 15,583 246 775 1,114 18,955

 region of service (for key to regions, see footnote at end of table 3)
County of 
Residence Central East North Southeast West TOTAL
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