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October 20, 2014

TO: Behavioral Health Providers Participating in the Nebraska Medicaid Program

FROM:  Courtney Miller, Deputy Director W
Division of Medicaid & Long-Term Care

BY: Flora Coan, Administrator
Division of Medicaid & Long-Term Care

RE: Change to the Pre-Treatment Assessment Requirement and Behavioral
Health Fee Schedule

Please Share This Information with Administrative, Clinical, and Billing Staff.

Effective November 1, 2014, the Department will be eliminating the Nebraska Medicaid
requirement that a pre-treatment assessment include a biopsychosocial assessment to
establish behavioral health treatment. The necessity of behavioral health services shall
be established through an Initial Diagnostic Interview.

Any cost savings from the elimination of the biopsychosocial assessment requirement
will be applied to the Initial Diagnostic Interview and commonly billed therapy codes.

The Nebraska Medicaid Practitioner Fee-For-Service for Mental Health and Substance
Abuse Services will be revised to reflect the removal the biopsychosocial assessment
(Codes HO002 and Code HO002 with modifier 52) and rate changes for services
rendered after October 31, 2014.

The Nebraska Medicaid Practitioner Fee-For-Service for Mental Health and Substance
Abuse Services is available at http://dhhs.ne.gov/medicaid/Documents/471-000-532-

14.pdf.

For questions regarding the information in this provider bulletin, please submit to:
DHHS.MedicaidMHSU@Nebraska.gov.
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