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PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMATION WITH ADMINISTRATIVE, CLINICAL
AND BILLING STAFF.

Effective immediately, DHHS caseworkers will be able to approve emergency labor and delivery
services only. Other emergency services will still need to be processed by the State Review
Team. Providers will need to furnish a hospital discharge summary that would document the
date of admission, the date of discharge, the type of delivery, and the date of delivery.

lllegal aliens requesting Medicaid coverage for medical emergencies must meet Medicaid
eligibility requirements, other than citizenship. In addition, the medical services must meet the
federal definition of "emergency services". Medicaid eligibility will not be authorized until after
the emergency service has occurred.

The definition of an emergency medical service includes a vaginal or cesarean delivery, but
does not include routine prenatal and postpartum care. The only procedure codes covered are
59409 for a vaginal delivery or 59514 for a cesarean delivery. Global codes that include prenatal
and/or postpartum care not emergency services and should not be billed to Medicaid.

Sterilizations do not meet the definition of "emergency services" and are not reimbursable for
illegal aliens.

Services for a vaginal or cesarean delivery should be billed using the Medicaid identification
number issued to the mother for coverage of emergency services. Services for the mother
should not be billed using the Medicaid identification number for the newborn. Billing with the
incorrect Medicaid identification number will result in denial of the claim.

If you have questions regarding this bulletin, for physician services, please contact Margaret
Brockman at 402-471-9368 or margaret.brockman@nebraska.gov. For questions regarding
hospital services please contact Margaret Booth at  402-471-9380 or
margaret.booth@nebraska.gov.




