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Licensed Independent Mental Health Practitioners (LlMHPs) 

Please share this information with Administrative, Clinical and Billing Staff 

Effective with dates of service October 1, 2008, Licensed Independent Mental Health 
Practitioners (LlMHP) may function within their scope of practice as defined by the DHHS 
Division of Public Health when serving Medicaid clients. Medicaid regulations have been 
updated and allow LlMHPs to practice without a Supervising Practitioner, effective October 1, 
2008. The updated regulations are posted to the Medicaid and Long Term Care website. The 
updated regulations are at www.dhhs.ne.gov/reg/t471.htm. Chapters 20 and 32. 

Each LlMHP must enroll with Medicaid. There are two options: 
1) The LlMHP may remain in current group practice with current provider number. 

That practice or organization must submit an MC19. The MC19 must update the 
license number for each LlMHP and then end-date the Licensed Mental Health 
Practitioner (LMHP) number, and if applicable, the Supervising Practitioner's 
name on the provider number. 

2) The LlMHP may enroll as an independent practitioner with a new provider 
number by submitting an MC19 with the LlMHPs license number. 
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AII LlMHP's who are currently credentialed by Magellan Behavioral Health for the Nebraska 
Medicaid Managed Care Plan (NMMCP) provider network will need to update their license 
information with Magellan. Any LlMHP working in a private or group practice and not 
credentialed by Magellan for the NMMCP network, must complete this process in order to be 
reimbursed for services provided to managed care clients. Each LlMHP who changes provider 
numbers must update existing Magellan authorizations. Contact Christy Evans, Network 
Coordinator with Magellan, at 800-424-6012 ext 84268 for assistance. 

For clients in a current episode of treatment, no additional annual supervision visits will be 
required. It will be the responsibility of the LlMHP to monitor services to Medicaid clients to 
insure the services are both medically necessary and active treatment. 

When a new client begins treatment, the LlMHP will be required to do the Biopsychosocial 
Assessment (H0002), or the addendum, and the Initial Diagnostic Interview prior to beginning 
treatment services. Crisis services will not be available since LlMHPs can diagnose and treat 
Major Mental Illness. The procedure code for the Initial Diagnostic Interview for LlMHPs is 
H0031 HO, Mental Health Assessment by nonphysician. You may bill both the H0002 and the 
H0031 HO on the same claim. 

Effective with dates of service December 1, 2008, LlMHPs who are enrolled with Medicaid and 
credentialed by Magellan may function as a Supervising Practitioner according to their scope 
of practice for clinicians providing outpatient services. 

If an LlMHP is providing supervision to a LMHP, the LMHP should provide a copy of their 
H0002 to the LlMHP so the LlMHP can complete the Initial Diagnostic Interview (H0031 HO). 
Again, both of those assessments must be completed prior to the LMHP beginning treatment 
services for the client. In addition, the LlMHP must date and sign the treatment plan. That 
signature indicates their active participation in developing the plan and their approval that the 
plan meets medical necessity and active treatment guidelines. Supervising Practitioner 
responsibilities are defined in 471 NAC 20-001,20-002,32-001 and 32-002. 

The LMHP must add the LlMHP to their group provider agreement and both the LMHP and the 
LlMHP must sign a supervising practitioner agreement that meets the policy requirements. 

If a clinician has a client in treatment for a year, the LlMHP will complete a face-to-face 
annual assessment with that client. The procedure code for that service is H0031 52. 
The LlMHP will then provide feedback to the clinician, determine whether further 
treatment is medically necessary, and if so, update the treatment plan 

If you have questions about this Provider Bulletin, please contact 
Policy: Margaret Van Dyke, (402) 471-1608, margaret.vandyke@dhhs.ne.gov 
Billing: Bonnie Brown, (402) 471-1611, bonnie.brown@dhhs.ne.gov 
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