
 

Medical Assistance Advisory Committee 
Wednesday, October 13, 2010 

 
 
State Staff Attending:  Vivianne Chaumont, Jenifer Roberts-Johnson, Susan Buettner, Pat 
Darnell, Kay Wenzl, Margaret Booth 
 
Members Attending – Dr. Joe Acierno, Dr. Scott Applegate, Mary Barry Magsamen, Ed 
Erickson, Tami Frank, Ron Jensen, Terri Melvin, Dr. Michelle Petersen, Bradley 
Rasmussen, Dr. Ed Schneider, Natalie Torrez, Larry Voegele, Dr. Dale Zaruba 
 
Three new members, Larry Voegele, Natalie Torrez, and Mary Barry Magsamen, 
introduced themselves. 

 
I. Review of September 8, 2010 Meeting Minutes – Minutes approved as 

written.     
 

II. Department Issues – handouts attached to minutes 
 

A. Electronic Health Records (EHR) Incentive Program – Ms. Darnell 
explained the major initiative regarding health information technology 
exchange and meaningful use of health records.  It will provide certain 
Medicaid providers to purchase certain systems to use in a 
“meaningful use” way.  It’s a voluntary program for states to 
participate in and has a number of requirements and conditions both 
for the state and for providers.  Payments are 100% federal dollars.   
Medicaid providers who may be eligible include physicians, dentists, 
nurse practitioners, certified nurse midwives, hospitals, etc. 
 

B. Pharmaceutical and DME Recovery Program – Ms. Chaumont spoke 
about the pharmaceutical recovery issue.  Concerns include that it’s 
not known where the drug has been, whether it’s been taken care of, or 
whether it’s been tampered with.  Dr. Peterson said the Nebraska 
Medical Association (NMA) has discussed the issue and their concerns 
also include are they still as potent as they should be, have they been 
in the heat, have they been taken care of, are they still in the original 
container.  She said they’re still looking at it and need to figure out the 
logistics to make sure it’s all safe.  Mr. Rasmussen will share the 
documents he has regarding the concerns expressed.   
 
Ms. Wenzl said durable medical equipment (DME) recovery is not a 
current program in Nebraska, but we are researching how other states 
are managing their DME.  Kansas has a recycle/reuse program set up 
through their Legislature.  People contact the program when they have 
equipment they no longer need and turn it in.  Kansas reports they 
have stringent criteria for their high cost products so consumers are 



 

referred to the recycle program.  They are not mandated to give all 
equipment to Medicaid clients, but they have first choice.   
 

C. Final Breast Pump Policy – Ms. Wenzl said the policy will be posted 
on the Department’s website next week.  It will clarify the short term 
and long term rental period requirements.  Mr. Erickson is still 
concerned about the billing process as it is still not true electronic 
billing.  Ms. Chaumont said we will continue to work on the electronic 
billing issue.  
 

D. Budget – Ms. Chaumont said agencies were asked to do a flat budget 
and to do a 90% budget.  She went through the Department’s budget 
proposal.  Members raised concern that rate cuts would result in less 
providers, decreased access.   

 
III. Regulations Review – Enrollment and Payment of Physician Assistants – Ms. 

Booth said November 18 is the public hearing to accept comments on these 
regulations.  She brought copies of the regulations with the most recent 
change, which was made since the draft was sent with the agenda.  The 
additional change will be addressed at the hearing. Public notice of the 
hearing will be in the Omaha World-Herald and the Lincoln Journal Star 
tomorrow.  Dr. Acierno will assist in making sure the regulations match 
physician assistant requirements in the Division of Public Health. 

 
IV. Member Issues – Dr. Peterson asked if Coventry and ShareAdvantage could 

put both the managed care number and the client’s Medicaid number on the 
client’s card.  Ms. Chaumont will discuss that with them. 

 
V. Other Issues – Our next meeting is Wednesday, November 10, 2010, at 

5:30pm in Classroom 1 at the Lincoln Medical Education Partnership, 4600 
Valley Road, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

 
VI. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 7:45pm. 


