
DHHS - State Unit on Aging 

Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

April 9, 2014 10:00 am-2:00 pm 

4623 2nd Avenue Kearney, Nebraska 

 

Present: Colleen Andrews, Charlotte Anne Dorwart, Rodale Emken, Kenneth Niedan, 

Clare Schmidt, Christine Sueverkruepp, Jacqueline Kuxhausen, Rod Hughes 

 

Absent: Kathy Stokebrand, Doyle Howitt, and Michael Millea  

 

Staff: Cynthia Brammeier-Administrator, Penny Clark-Manger, and Emily Hroch-

Assistant  

 

Guests: N/A 

 

Kenneth Niedan:  Called the meeting to order, took roll call, and welcomed the committee. 

 

Penny Clark and Cynthia:  The SUA Update and Staff 

Penny reported on changes that benefit the State Unit on Aging.  Courtney Miller, the new 

Deputy Director for Medicaid Programs, has increased the focus on the SUA.  The SUA has 

increased from six to seven staff, including a new Administrator.  Penny and Cynthia are also in 

the process of adding two more Program Specialist Positions.  Vicki Ekstrum, Fiscal Program 

Specialist, passed away in January 2014.  Cinde Swartz is the new Fiscal Program Specialist.  

Cynthia Brammeier is the State Unit on Aging’s new Administrator.   

 

Nebraska Directions is getting closer to production. The toll free number has been ordered.  

Recently, an Intern from Southeast Community College began adding more provider resource 

information to NED. 

 

Donna Handley, Nutrition Specialist, is preparing for the Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition 

Program, starting in June.  This year, the coupon distribution process is changing.  Donna will 

prepare the coupons and information packets and send the packets to the eight Area Agencies on 

Aging.  The Area Agency on Aging will be responsible for distributing the coupons and packets 

to their service area.    

 

Cynthia’s Update: 

Cynthia Brammeier is the new Administrator for the State Unit on Aging and has been with the 

SUA for about four weeks.  Cynthia is the Administrator for the SUA exclusively, which allows 

her to focus strictly on the Unit.  A few goals Cynthia mentioned are to update the State Plan, 

apply for more funding, and work with the funding formula.   

 

Rodale suggested a newsletter in between meeting dates.  Members and staff agreed this was a 

good idea to keep everyone informed.   

   

 

 



Committee Member Updates 

 

Charlotte Anne Dorwart: 

Vic Walker, Aging Office of Western Nebraska’s Director, retired in December.  Vic was with 

the Agency for 30 years.  Cheryl Brunz is the Agency’s new director and is doing a great job.  

Attendance has decreased with several people are passing away.   

 

Christine Sueverkruepp: 

Clients expressed being uncomfortable traveling to a different Senior Center to receive Farmers’ 

Market coupons where they did not know anyone.   

Christine requested information about Chore rates between Medicaid and Waiver clients:  The 

SUA will get more information to Christine about this question.     

 

Ken Niedan: 

Ken visited all but one Senior Center in his service area.  North Platte is now providing meals for 

Hershey.  The meals are great. The price is higher and creates more travel to pick up and deliver 

the meals.   

 

The local Walmart occasionally receives a surplus of food items and turns them down.  The 

Senior Center and Food Bank receive and redistribute the items that Walmart has turned down.   

 

Rod Hughes:  

Rod reported things are going well in his service area.  Rod noticed high staff turnover in his 

area.  Rod discussed the need to find long-term care facilities that will take people with dementia 

and Alzheimer’s.  Rod talks to the Northeast Nebraska Area Agency on Aging Director 

frequently, and plans to start visiting the Senior Centers more often.  

 

Colleen Andrews: 

Seward County Hospital and BRIDGES held their annual health fair that does blood work for all 

ages.  They provide breakfast and lunch for all of the vendors that participate.  The Aging 

Partners had Denise Boyd, Nutrition Specialist, talk about balanced meals.  Aging Partners 

conducted their heart health quarterly meeting in February.   

 

Clare Schmidt: 

Elder Issues Group holds a popular health fair every year that has great attendance.  Every year 

Grand Island students put on a prom for senior citizens.  There is also a multicultural health fair 

where interpreters are available.   

 

Jacqueline Kuxhausen: 

Gothenburg recently celebrated their 30th anniversary. Having Rotary meetings at the 

Gothenburg Senior Center has helped boost the attendance.  Gothenburg does several fundraising 

activities.  Garage sales, games, and pool tournaments are a few examples.    

 

 

 

 



Rodale: 

The Holdrege Senior Center receives $57,000.00 from the County every year.  Rodale has 

reviewed their budget in detail. Groups not eating at the Holdrege Senior Center are now asked 

to pay for use of the space.  

 

Legislative Status: 

Colleen testified for the Aging Task Force.  She spoke about managed care being a detriment and 

concerns about dementia and the aging population.  Colleen discussed the need for a locked 

facility with a high level of care for people with dementia.  Colleen serves on the Alzheimer’s 

Policy Committee and states that there is a lot of research for future dementia solutions.  

Alzheimer’s has money for respite care that they need to use by July 1, 2014.  

 

Penny Clark: 

Penny reviewed the following legislative bills: 

LB689-$1,000,000.00 new annually funding for CASA - passed 

LB690-Aging Task Force & BIPP (Balanced Incentive Payment Program) - vetoed-waiting to 

see if the Legislature will override the veto.  (Note: this was overridden on 4/10/14) 

LB692-NE Public Guardianship - passed 

LR400-AccessNE - passed 

LB 705 - Personal needs for nursing home residents – did not pass.   

 

 

Law Clinics: 

The SUA received a two phase grant from AoA for legal services.  We are starting phase two, 

which SUA had to apply for the three year grant.  Part of the money goes to Legal Aid and the 

other part goes to law clinics.  Professors and students from the University of Nebraska do legal 

services at no cost to senior citizens.  Clinics have been held n Beatrice and Hastings.  The next 

clinic is Friday, April 11th in North Platte.   

 

Penny will send out the four year plan for everyone to review once it is received from AoA.      

 

Next Meeting: 
 

October 15, 2014 

10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 


