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PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING MINUTES 

August 03, 2018 
 
ROLL CALL 

 
The meeting of the Physician Assistant Committee was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Tamara Dolphens, PA-C, 
Chairperson, in Lower Level B Meeting Room of the Nebraska State Office Building, located at 301 Centennial Mall 
South, Lincoln, Nebraska.  The Agenda was sent to the Board members and other interested parties and was posted 
on the bulletin board on the 1st floor of the NSOB prior to the meeting.  The following members answered the initial 
roll call: 

Tamara Dolphens, PA-C, Chairman 
Tom Bassett, Secretary 
Kathleen Tonkin, PA-C 
 
Absent:  David Hoelting, MD, Vice-Chair 
 Michael Bittles, MD 

  
A quorum was present, and the meeting convened.  Present from the Department was Jesse Cushman, Program 
Manager; Jan Gadeken-Harris, Health Licensing Coordinator; Anna Harrison, Compliance Monitor; Mindy Lester, 
Assistant Attorney General; Kathleen Krueger, Investigator, Department of Investigations.  
 

Dolphens announced that there is a copy of all the public documents being reviewed at this meeting 
available in the meeting room pursuant to the Open Meetings Act. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 
Bassett moved, seconded by Tonkin, to adopt the agenda as presented.  Voting aye: Bassett, Dolphens and Tonkin.  
Voting nay: none. Absent:  Bittles and Hoelting.  Motion carried.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Bassett moved, seconded by Tonkin, to approve the meeting minutes of April 20, 2018 as written.  Voting aye: 
Bassett, Dolphens and Tonkin.  Voting nay:  none.  Absent: Bittles and Hoelting.  Motion carried.   
 
INVESTIGATIONAL REPORTS – CLOSED SESSION 

 
Tonkin moved, seconded by Bassett, to go into closed session at 2:01 p.m. for the purpose of review and discussion 
of investigative reports, licensure applications, and other confidential information, and for the prevention of needless 
injury to the reputation of the individuals.  Voting aye: Bassett, Dolphens and Tonkin.  Voting nay:  none. Absent: 
Bittles and Hoelting. Motion carried.   
 
Dolphens recused herself at 2:02 p.m. 
Dolphens returned 2:12 p.m. 
 
Bassett moved, seconded by Tonkin to return to open session at 2:33 p.m.  Voting aye: Bassett, Dolphens and 
Tonkin. Voting nay:  none.  Absent: Bittles and Hoelting. Motion carried.   
 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT APPLICATION REVIEW – OPEN SESSION 
 

WAGNER, BROOKE NICHOLE - application for a Physician Assistant License: Tonkin moved, seconded by Bassett 
to recommend issuing a license to practice as a physician assistant.  Voting aye:  Bassett, Dolphens and Tonkin. 
Voting nay: none.  Absent: Bittles and Hoelting. Motion carried. 
 
Request for Waiver of the Requirement for Physician Supervision of No More Than Four Physician 
Assistants At Any One Time 
 

Bassett moved, seconded by Tonkin to recommend waiver of the requirement stated in Regulation Title 172 Chapter 
90-006.01E for Rodney S. W. Basler, MD to supervise a fifth Physician Assistant, Jay Arthur, PA-C.  
Recommendation based on the experience of the Physician Assistant and previous working relationship between the 
MD and PA.  Voting aye:  Bassett, Dolphens and Tonkin. Voting nay: none.  Absent: Bittles and Hoelting. Motion 
carried. 
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2018 LEGISLATION 
 

Discussion was held on LB731 38-145 (1), regarding the continuing competency requirements for Physician 
Assistants who prescribe controlled substances.  Tonkin moved, seconded by Bassett to recommend that the 3 hours 
of continuing education biennially regarding prescribing opiates be inclusive with the required 50 hours of Category 1.  
Voting aye:  Bassett, Dolphens and Tonkin. Voting nay: none.  Absent: Bittles and Hoelting. Motion carried. 
 
FYI’S 
 

Nebraska Licensee Assistance Program Newsletter – There were no comments at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being on further business Bassett moved, seconded by Tonkin to adjourn the meeting at 2:51 p.m.  Voting aye:  
Bassett, Dolphens and Tonkin. Voting nay: none.  Absent: Bittles and Hoelting. Motion carried.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
*signature available upon request* 
 
Tom Bassett, Secretary 
Physician Assistant Committee 


