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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF HEARING INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS  
 

June 8, 2018 
 
1.  ROLL CALL 
 
The meeting of the Board of Hearing Instrument Specialists was called to order by the Chair, Marc Brennan, at 
1:02 p.m. in Lower Level Conference Room B, Nebraska State Office Building, 301 Centennial Mall South, 
Lincoln, Nebraska.  Copies of the agenda were mailed to the Board members and other interested parties in 
accordance with the Public Meeting Law. 
 
Brennan announced that it was a public meeting and the Open Meetings Law was posted. 
 
The following members answered roll call: 
Marc Brennan, Chair 
Edward Granger, member 
Misti Lutt-Chmiel, Vice-Chair  
Michael Pierce, member 
  
Members Absent: 
Sandra Miller, Secretary 
Aaron Robinson, member (arrived 1:08 p.m.) 
 
Others Present: 
Ami Huff, Assistant Attorney General 
Claire Covert-ByBee, Program Manager, Licensure Unit 
Nancy Herdman, Health Licensing Coordinator, Licensure Unit 
Kathleen Krueger, Investigator 
 
A quorum was present and the meeting convened. 
 
2.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION:  Pierce moved, seconded by Granger, to adopt the agenda.  A roll call vote was taken. Voting aye:  
Brennan, Granger, Lutt-Chmierl, Pierce (4). Voting nay: None (0).  Absent:  Miller, Robinson (2). Motion carried. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES (2-9-18) 
 
MOTION:  Lutt-Chmiel moved, seconded by Pierce, to approve the minutes of 2-9-18.  A roll call vote was 
taken. Voting aye: Brennan, Granger, Lutt-Chmiel, Pierce (4). Voting nay: None (0).  Absent: Miller, Robinson 
(2). Motion carried. 
 
1:06 p.m. - Robinson entered meeting 
 
4.  CLOSED SESSION – (INVESTIGATIONS, APPLICATIONS, OTHER CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION)  
 
MOTION:  Granger moved, seconded by Lutt-Chmiel, to enter into closed session at 1:06 p.m. for the purpose 
of hearing discussions regarding confidential information and to protect the reputation of individuals named or 
referenced in such discussion.  A roll call vote was taken. Voting aye: Brennan, Granger, Lutt-Chmiel, Pierce, 
Robinson (5).  Voting nay: None (0).  Absent: Miller (1). Motion carried. 
 
1:26 p.m. - Krueger departed meeting 
 
MOTION:  Lutt-Chmiel moved, seconded by Granger, to return to open session at 1:39 p.m.  A roll call vote 
was taken. Voting aye:  Brennan, Granger, Lutt-Chmiel, Pierce, Robinson (5).  Voting nay: None (0). Absent: 
Miller (1).  Motion carried. 
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5.   RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
There were no recommendations 
 
6.  2018 LEGISLATION 
 
Covert-ByBee provided a spreadsheet of bills relevant to the Licensure Unit.   
 
LB 299 – Referred to as the Occupational Board Reform Act.  It creates an additional layer and procedures for 
the review of rules and regulations.  Covert-Bybee stated the Licensure Unit had created a priority list for 
regulation revisions and this Board was lower on the list which she stressed did not reflect their importance.  
She also discussed that there was a new procedure where Department attorneys will be doing the actual 
writing of regulations in terms of structure and language but that the Board would be providing input as to the 
specifics regarding the profession.  Cover-ByBee commented that while the Board had previously provided 
some suggestions for regulation revisions, they needed to start over with regulations revisions because so 
many changes were needed.  
 
Covert-Bybee reported the bill that was proposing to waive licensing fees never came out of committee. 
 
Pierce asked about a hearing instrument specialists’ compact and Covert-Bybee responded there was not one. 
She commented she is hearing more about de-regulation of professions.  She report the physical therapists 
and emergency medical specialists did have a compact passed.         
 
7.  OTC HEARING AIDS 
 
The Board had asked Covert-Bybee to provide information on over the counter (OTC) hearing aids.  She stated 
there was no information except she found a copy of the Joint Statement on Consumer-Administered Hearing 
Tests and Direct-to Consumer Hearing Aid Sales from the Academy of Doctors of Audiology, American 
Academy of Audiology, American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Nect Surgery, American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association and International Hearing Society which she provided to the Board.  The Joint 
Statement expresses concerns about the use of consumer-administered hearing tests and the direct sale of 
hearing aids to consumers without the involvement of a licensed hearing health professional.       
 
A Federal law passed which overrides state law regarding hearing aids.  Brennan indicated it was up to the 
FDA to regulate hearing aids.  There was a discussion about whether there would still be a need to have a 
hearing instrument specialist license.  Brennan commented that OTC hearing aids were a way to reach people 
but people do not follow thru in wearing them and hearing instrument specialist provide the counseling aspect 
needed.  Covert-Bybee indicated the Board needed to solidify the reasons why they believe a license was 
necessary.  The Board is waiting for the Federal regulations to come out.        
 
8.  APPLICATION PROCESSING REPORT 
 
The report was provided to the Board.   
 
9.  TOPICS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 
  
There were no specific topics provided. 
 
Covert-Bybee reported there was a new Nebraska Medicaid State Plan Amendment that was announced on 
January 31, 2018 but retroactive to September 1, 2017, that affects Speech-Language Specialists (SLPs) 
working in schools.  SLPs providing services under the Department of Education meet an exception of license 
requirements per the Audiology/Speech-Language Pathology practice act and most practice under a 
Department of Education certification.  The new amendment offers two funding streams for those practicing in 
schools.  In order to receive the maximum funding stream, the SLP provider must be licensed through the 
State of Nebraska.  Those that are not licensed will still be funded but at a lower rate.  The Licensure Unit has 
had an increase in application.        
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10.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Brennan declared the meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m.           
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
______________________________ 
Sandra Miller, Secretary  
Board of Hearing Instrument Specialists 
 

 
Summarized by Nancy Herdman, Health Licensing Coordinator  


