
 

 

WATER WELL STANDARDS & CONTRACTORS’ LICENSING BOARD 
February 12, 2018 

 
Tracy McConnell, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. with roll call.  The meeting 
was held at the CST-Younes Conference Center, Conference Room Ruby 4, Kearney, Nebraska.  
Copies of the agenda were emailed to board members and other interested parties prior to the 
meeting.  The meeting was advertised in the legal section of the February 1, 2018 edition of the 
Omaha World Herald.  The Open Meetings Act was posted at the back of the room. 
  
Item 1. Roll Call 
   
Members Present: Tracy McConnell Brian Whitesel  
   Sue Lackey  Tonny Beck 
   Dave Hansen  Howard Isaacs 
   Mike Thompson David Miesbach 
   Lynn Webster  Mike Salmon  
 
Absent:  No members were absent. 

    
Guests: Kim Howell, Lee Orton, Meghan Sittler, Andy Kahle, Brent Downey  
   
Item 2. Adoption of the Agenda 
 
Tonny Beck moved to adopt the agenda.  Mike Salmon seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote: 10 Yes; 0 No; 0 Abstain 
 
Item 3. Consideration of Minutes from the November 8, 2017 Board Meeting 
 
Mike Thomson moved that the minutes be adopted.  Brian Whitesel seconded the motion. Roll 
call vote: 6 Yes; 0 No; 4 Abstain.  
 
Item 4. Continuing Education Requests 
 
David Miesbach read the requests previously reviewed to the subcommittee at 12:30 p.m., 
prior to the board meeting.  Input was given and the following hours were recommended: 
 

#1 – Ramboll Environ Site Solutions Technology Transfer Conference was held October 10-11, 2017; 

Douglas Burge: Requests: 10 hours/ Recommended: 10    

#2 – Roberts Pump and Supply Solar Training was held March 12-15, 2017; Matt Roberts: Requests: 

4 hours/ Recommended: 3    

#3 – Central Platte Natural Resources District Water Programs Update was held February 7, 2018; 

Marcia Lee: Requests: 4 hours/ Recommended: 3.5    

#4 – 33rd Annual International Conference on Soils, Sediments, Water and Energy was held 

October 16-19, 2017; Roger Dinsmore: Requests: 6.5 hours/ Recommended: 6.5    
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#5 – GEFCO’s Annual Resource Drilling Fundamentals Training Seminar was held May 7-11, 2017; 

for GEFCO, Inc: Requests: 40 hours/ Recommended: 36    

#6 – CWWCA Annual Conference was held January 10-12, 2018; Michael D. Brown: Requests: 

10 hours/ Recommended: 11    

#7 – Nebraska Rural Water Association Annual Conference was held March 12-14, 2017; Patrick 

Petersen: Requests: 11 hours/ Recommended: 11    

#8 – Association of Environmental & Engineering Geologists 26th Annual Kansas Hydrology Seminar 

was held November 17, 2017; Jenna Mead: Requests: 6 hours/ Recommended: 3    

#9 & 10 – Nebraska Pump/Franklin Electric Solar and Drive Training was held November 29-30, 

2017; Matthew Willnerd: Requests: 8 hours/ Recommended: 4    

Note:  All attendance requests to Nebraska Pump/Franklin Electric Solar and Drive Training 

November 29-30, 2017 will be recommended only up to 4 hours 

#11 – Colorado Environmental Management Society Fall Conference was held October 10, 2017; 

Andrew Stearns: Requests: 7 hours/ Recommended: 4 

#12 – Nebraska Water Leaders Academy was held January through November 2017; Kim Howell: 

Requests: 40 hours/ Recommended: 40 

#13 – Dune Technologies Digital Low-Flow Workshop was held March 31, 2017; Nicholas Zurweller: 

Requests: 3 hours/ Recommended: 3 

#14 – Terracon Consultants First Annual Geophysics Seminar was held November 3, 2017; Nicholas 

Zurweller: Requests: 8 hours/ Recommended: 2.5 

#15 – The Nebraska Geological Society’s The Science and politics of Climate Change was held 

September 21, 2017; Douglas Hallum: Requests: 1 hour/ Recommended: 0 

David Miesbach moved that the CEU’s be approved.  Mike Thompson seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote: 10 Yes; 0 No; 0 Abstain 
 
David Miesbach moved that the CEU Proctor Nomination of Thomas Stoughton, Ph.D., 
Woodard & Curran be approved. Sue Lackey seconded the motion. Roll call vote: 10 Yes; 0 No; 
0 Abstain 
 
Item 5. Balance Sheet 
 
Kim Howell presented the balance sheet, which shows a cash balance of $1,508,321.41, 
committed funds of $1,177,733.27, and uncommitted funds of $330,588.14.  Paid fees to 
credentialing of $8,565.47, received revenue of $85,001.00, and expenditures of $86,046.09 
year-to-date. 
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The report shows an estimated $110,000.00 overage of expenditure from received revenue.  
The Board wants further detail on the overage.  To be addressed at the next meeting. 
 
Discussion of the down-hole video equipment consisting of 3 portables and 1 stationary 
camera.  Tonny Beck asked do we have equipment to do the job and enforcement.  Tracy 
McConnell said we have received some replacement equipment from Tom’s wreck.  Tonny Beck 
asked about the needs for the staff to be able to complete the ASRTF and NET projects and 
daily work for inspections.  Question was asked that if the video equipment will need 
replacement should the Board authorize additional expenditure.  Response:  the Board will 
need to commit these expenses in the future so the cost of the equipment has been kept on 
the balance sheet for a while as to not lose track of the needed expenditure.   
 
Dave Hansen asked about the NRD tutorial project.  Erika is working on the tutorial in-house.    
Tom and Erika have not worked on this any further.  Lynn Webster will follow-up with Erika.  
NARD could fund this portion of the project. 
 
Dave Hansen moved that the balance sheet report be received by the Board.  David Miesbach 
seconded the motion. Roll call vote: 10 Yes; 0 No; 0 Abstain 
 
The Balance Sheet was discussed again at a later time of the meeting to include the following 
request to have the Water Well Standards Board pay $2,000 for Sue Dempsey to enroll in the 
Water Leaders Program.  There are no General Funds available in her program.  Tonny Beck 
asked if other people can ask the board to pay for their tuition, it would be a case by case vote 
by the board. Sue Dempsey is the State’s risk assessor and would greatly benefit from this 
program. 
 
Brian Whitesel moved for the WWS&CLB to pay $2,000.00 for Sue Dempsey to enroll in the 
Water Leaders Program.  Sue Lackey seconded the motion. Roll call vote: 10 Yes; 0 No; 0 
Abstain 
 
Item 6. Program Report 
 
Kim Howell presented the program report and follow-up regarding five disciplinary letters.  The 
letters have been sent to the DHHS legal section but no action has been taken by DHHS legal.   
 
Discussion of the cost of $180.00 to post the notice of the WWS&CLB’s meetings in the Omaha 
World-Herald.   
 
Lynn Webster moved that future notice of the WWS&CLB’s meetings be posted on the State of 
Nebraska website only, and discontinue using the Omaha World Herald.  Mike Salmon 
seconded the motion. Roll call vote: 10 Yes; 0 No; 0 Abstain 
 
Regarding Program Additions in the Program Report, Mike Thompson commented that he 
does not believe enough support staff has been provided for the Sanitation Program.  With Kim 
and Marsha overwhelmed, he is concerned they will not have adequate time to devote to the 
water well standards program. 



Water Well Standards & Contractors’ Licensing Board 
February 12, 2018 

 

4 
 

 
Item 8. Legislative Report 
 
LB 299 would create a new occupational boards committee.  Statutes would need to be 
reviewed, provisions to certain rules and regulations.  Would make it easier to get licensed in 
the State; covers about 80 occupations.   
 
Tonny Beck would like to have the State Electrician Board bring back the Irrigation Certificate 
Program for water well professionals. 
 
LB 834 deals with licenses — Provides for 1st time fee waiver for obtaining certain occupational 
licenses from the State and a possible exam fee waiver for defined low income individuals and 
military service families. 
 
Item 9. Agency Reports 

 
A. Conservation and Survey (CSD/SNR) – Sue Lackey 

 
Thank you to the Board for funding Sue’s trip to Nashville to co-accept the NGWA 
national award for Groundwater Protection Projects relating to all our work on the 
Grout and Annular seal studies. 

CSD Infographics (Handout): Outlines the 2017 accomplishments of the Conservation & 
Survey Division. 

Nebraska GeoCloud article in Water Well Journal (HO): A great overview of the project 
funded by the WSF.  Jesse Korus is the project head working with the USGS and 10 
NRDs.  The Nebraska GeoCloud will serve as a repository for AEM, CSD test-hole, and 
other subsurface data.  It will include interpretation of datasets by CSD and other 
professional geologist. 

WSF funded the ENWRA project to perform additional AEM surveys. Katie & Sue are 
working closely with the NRDs to finalize planned flight lines. 

Aquifers of Nebraska II: The Niobrara Aquifer has been published by Divine, Joeckel, 
Olafsen-Lackey.  If you are interested, you can download a free pdf or purchase a hard 
copy for $12 at this link; http://nebraskamaps.unl.edu/catalogue-
singleitem.asp?sku=CB-9%20(NS) 

An Overview of Secondary Aquifers of Nebraska was published by Divine & Sibray.  
PDF http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/conservationsurvey/138/ 
Hard copy http://nebraskamaps.unl.edu/catalogue-singleitem.asp?sku=EC-26 

Troy Gilmore is the lead on developing teaching modules on watersheds, groundwater 
quantity, groundwater quality, etc.  They are 15 – 20 minute modules for water resource 
management staff and directors.  The hope is to eventually apply to the Board for CEU 
credits. 

http://nebraskamaps.unl.edu/catalogue-singleitem.asp?sku=CB-9%20(NS)
http://nebraskamaps.unl.edu/catalogue-singleitem.asp?sku=CB-9%20(NS)
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/conservationsurvey/138/
http://nebraskamaps.unl.edu/catalogue-singleitem.asp?sku=EC-26
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B. Department of Natural Resources  (DNR)– Mike Thompson  

Well statistics and summary information was distributed.   

Tonny Beck asked if a contractor can sign the well modification paper or does it have to 
be the owner’s signature. The response was that depending on the situation it can be 
either or both, but often the contractor is signing and submitting modification forms 
directly to DNR. 

Setting up a 180-day letter reminder which has been coordinated through the NRD 
managers and will be sent to well owners with copies going to contractors and the NRD. 

C. Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) – Dave Miesbach 

The 2017 Nebraska Groundwater Quality Monitoring Report is now available on our 

website.  There is a lot of vadose zone work being done in Nebraska.  The NDEQ is 

actively working with Fairbury, Waverly, and the Bazile Groundwater Management 

Area.  Most of this work is being completed within Wellhead Protection Areas.  

The NDEQ is working on improving the Quality-Assessed Agrichemical Contaminant 

Database for Nebraska Groundwater.  Improvements are geared toward easier data 

population and retrieval.  Our long term goal is to have an interactive map to retrieve 

the data. 

 
D. HHS – Division of Public Health (DHHS) – Howard Isaacs   

 
Howard Isaacs introduced Andy Kale, field service program; recommended Andy Kale to 
take his place on the Board.  Howard Isaacs is retiring.  His last day is March 5. 
 
The EPA is getting active in more stringent oversite on lead and copper.   
 
Staff is being down-sized; duties are being shuffled; it’s difficult getting replacements. 

 
E. Natural Resources Districts (UNWNRD) –Lynn Webster  

 
Lots of integrated management and basin-wide planning is going on. 
 
LB 1123 involving N-CORPE is concerning, particularly the possibility of separating water 
from the land. 
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Item 10. Public Comment 
 
Meghan Sittler — continue to move forward.  Reminder magnets to advertise the importance 
of testing water are completed. Focused on wastewater NebGuides last year; 7-8 need to be 
updated on DHHS drinking groundwater.  The WWC&LSB can have input. 
 
Interference checklist is being worked on — domestic and irrigation conflicts.  NRD’s needing 
mediation on higher capacity wells.   

Initiated checklist how home owners operate wells and use water at home. 

Looking at other Universities to see what is available, ideas, etc. 
 
Item 11. Other 
No other discussion 
 
Item 12. Adjourn 
 
Mike Salmon made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 3:37 p.m., and Mike Thompson 
seconded.  The motion was adopted by consensus.  
 
 
            
Mike Thompson, Board Secretary     Date 


