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Assessment of Placement Safety and Suitability Definitions Activity Key 
 

Refer to the Assessment of Placement Safety and Suitability section in the Protection and 
Safety Procedure Update # 16-2013, pages 32-40.  Read each situation and consider if the 
safety concern or care concern listed is present and why.    

For applicable situations, discuss any possible interventions.  Think about interventions that can 
put into the home to eliminate the concern before utilizing the intervention of a placement 
change. 

 

Situation #1: 
The assessment concerns a six-year-old foster child who came to daycare with a large purple 
bruise on her left buttock cheek.  The foster child told the daycare provider she was spanked by 
her foster parent.  The daycare provider noticed the bruise when she was using the restroom 
and called the foster parent.  The foster parent did admit to spanking the child. 

• Is Safety Concern #1 present? (Care provider caused physical harm to the child or made a 
plausible threat to cause physical harm in the current incident present)  Why? 

Discussion:  The safety concern is applicable.  The injury was not an accident and foster 
parents are not to use physical punishment to which the foster parent did both.  An intervention 
would be implemented. 

 

Situation #2: 
The assessment concerns a nine-year-old foster child who came to school with dirty clothes and 
the other students are commenting that he smells dirty.  The foster placement has no previous 
reports or investigations by protection and safety, either as biological parents or foster parents. 

• Is Safety Concern #2 present? (Current circumstances, combined with prior allegations of 
abuse/neglect and/or incident reports, suggest that the child’s safety may be of immediate 
concern present) Why? 

Discussion:  Safety Concern is not present.  There must be both current concerns and related 
previous allegations/incidents that represent an emerging or unresolved pattern.  Foster parents 
have no prior reports, referrals, or evidence of prior unreported injuries or incidents.   This 
situation meets the box on the left, but not on the right side.  Care Concern #12 should be 
explored as to why this child is going to school in this manner and if the placement did not 
understand adequate hygiene, an intervention may need to be put into place.   
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Situation #3:  
The assessment concerns a fourteen-year-old foster child who has alleged her foster father 
walks around the foster home in his underpants.   

• Is Safety Concern #3 present? (Child sexual abuse is suspected and circumstances suggest 
that the child’s safety may be of immediate concern)  Why? 

Discussion:  Safety concern #3 is not present.  The Foster parent walking around in his 
underwear around the foster children does not constitute a safety concern.  Although this does 
meet the box on the left side as it is poorly defined sexual boundaries between the foster parent 
and the foster children, it does not meet the box on the right side as the foster parent is not a 
possible or confirmed sexual abuse perpetrator.  Care Concern #12 should be explored as to 
why this placement is acting in this manner—is it lack of knowledge, boundary issues, etc… 

 

Situation #4: 
The assessment concerns a five-year-old foster child who is placed with his grandmother.  He 
reported to her mother and visitation worker during parenting time “grandma spanked me” and 
pointed to his bottom.  The visitation worker and mother looked at his bottom and there were no 
bruises or marks.  The mother and visitation worker asked the grandmother about the spanking 
after the visit.  Grandma admitted to spanking him when she was frustrated, but agreed not to 
do it again.   

• Is Safety Concern #1 present? (Care provider caused physical harm to the child or made a 
plausible threat to cause physical harm in the current incident, as indicated by any of the 
following:   e. Use of physical force or corporal punishment) Why? 

Discussion:  This Safety Concern is present.  The grandmother spanked the child and any 
physical punishment used in a placement is considered a Safety Concern.  An intervention 
would be implemented. 

 

Situation #5: 
The assessment concerns an eight-year-old foster child.  She came to school with a bruise 
around her left eye.  She reported to the school officials her foster parent hit her in the face.  
The foster parent stated “she fell off her bike”, and that “she didn’t lay a hand on her” and that 
“she’s always falling down”.  When the child was seen by her doctor, he stated to the 
caseworker that this injury to her eye could not have been caused by a fall from her bike.  He 
went on to say that the child would have had other scrapes and scratches from a bike fall, and 
her only injury was the bruise to her face. 

• Is Safety Concern #5 present? (Care providers’ explanation for the injury to the child is 
questionable or inconsistent with the type of injury)  Why? 
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Discussion:  This Safety Concern is present.  The child has an injury, the explanation from the 
foster parent doesn’t match the injury, and if the foster parent didn’t hit the child, someone did 
and we need to explore more.  Possible additional concerns as there may not be appropriate 
supervision.  An intervention would be implemented.  The difference between this situation in a 
placement and that of one in a parent’s home is this wouldn’t rise to the level of a safety threat 
in the safety assessment.   

 

Situation #6: 
The assessment concerns ten and thirteen-year-old siblings who are placed with their aunt.  
The children reported to their mother that their aunt takes a lot of pills and they make her very 
sleepy.  The thirteen-year-old reported being unable to wake her up to take them to school on 
Monday morning so they had to call a friend to take them.  She went on to say that this has 
happened on two other occasions.  The aunt reported she does have a prescription for 
Oxycontin because she has back problems.   

• Is safety Concern #8 present?  (Care providers’ current use of a legal or illegal substance 
impairs his/her ability to supervise, protects, or cares for the child) Why? 

Discussion:  This Safety Concern is present.  Even though she has a prescription and it’s a legal 
drug, it is impairing her ability to properly care for the children.  Challenge the group to think 
about her taking Oxycontin and having no difficulty functioning/parenting.  This may not be a 
concern then. An intervention would be implemented. 

 

Situation #7:   
The situation concerns a seven-year-old foster child who is placed with his maternal 
grandmother.  He reported to the CFSS worker during a monthly home visit that he overheard 
his grandma on the phone with the visitation worker saying “he can’t come to a visit because he 
was sick”, when he really wasn’t.  He said his grandma tells him all the time that his mom “isn’t 
worth anything” and “she hates that he has to go visit her because she is never going to get him 
back anyway”.    

• Is Care Concern #13 present? (Care provider routinely describes the child or family of origin 
in negative terms or acts toward the child in negative ways)  Why? 

Discussion:  This Care Concern is present.  The grandmother is impeding on the visitations and 
interferes with reunification. An intervention would be implemented. 

 

Situation #8: 
A family support worker arrived to pick up a foster child at her in-home daycare to transport for a 
visit.  The family support worker observed feces on the floor, but was unsure if it was animal or 
human feces.  There was also trash overflowing the trash cans and scattered on the floor.  The 
worker saw cockroaches by the kitchen sink and one was observed in the foster child’s shoe. 
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• Do any Safety Concerns apply? Would the APSS tool be used to complete this assessment? 

Discussion: The APSS tool would not be utilized for this report.  The allegations are against a 
daycare; therefore, the worker would use the ORG related investigation, or Out of Home 
Assessment. 


