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I I Philosophy: 

The Division of Children and Famil Services believes when a outh runs awa y y y from a 
\ 

placement, every effort should be made to make sure the child is safely returned as quickly as 
possible. 

I Procedure: 

Youth Missing From Placement Response 

When a CFS Specialist is aware that a youth may be missing from a placement, the CFS 
Specialist will immediately: 

1. Consult with the CFS Supervisor, 
2. Will contact local law-enforcement, 
3. Assist law enforcement as needed, which may include sharing the following 

information: 
• The date, time, and location where the youth was last seen, if known; 
• The name(s) of the last person/people who may have saw the youth, if 

known; 
• Information about the youth's general health, any medical conditions or 

concerns and any necessary medications; 
• Any recent changes in the youth's behavior; 
• Information about any individuals who have recently shown unusual 

attention to or interest in the youth; 
• A physical description of the youth; and 
• Information from the youth's social media accounts. 

4. Obtain the name of and contact information for the primary law enforcement 
investigator assigned to the youth's case. 

5. Contact the youth's parents if parental rights are still intact; 
6. Notify the youth's Guardian-ad-Litem, County Attorney and the parent's 

Attorney. 

If the youth has not been located within 24 hours, the CFS Specialist will: 
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1. Report the missing youth to the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children® 
(NCMEC) at 1-800-843-5678. 

2. Contact the Protection and Safety Policy Unit in Central Office with the following 
information: 

• Full Name and aliases used; 
• Birth date; 
• Last 4 digits of the social security number; 
• Race and ethnicity; 
• Physical description; 
• Possible locations the child may frequent; and 
• The CFS Specialist's name, email address, phone number, supervisor's name and 

phone number to contact if the child is located. 
Central Office will compose an Aleli and send it to Child Protective Service agencies in 
the states identified as possible locations the youth may be. 

3. Verify through the investigating law-enforcement agency, that information about the 
missing youth has been entered into the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) 
Missing Person File. Federal law requires law enforcement to enter information about a 
missing child into NCIC no more than two hours after the receipt ofthe report. 

4. Report the missing youth to the Nebraska Missing-Child Clearinghouse, 1-877-441-5678. 
5. The CFS Specialist will continue to maintain contact with the youth's parents as needed, 

or at a minimum monthly, until the youth is located. 
6. The CFS Specialist will continue to maintain contact with law enforcement as needed, or 

at a minimum bi-weekly, until the youth is located. 

The CFS Specialist will document all consultation, communication and efforts to locate the 
youth in the N-FOCUS Consultation Points Narrative within 2 business days. 

When a Youth is Found 

When a CFS Specialist is notified that the youth has been located, the CFS Specialist will: 
1. Notify law enforcement, NCMEC, and other agencies assisting in the search as soon as 

the youth is located; 
2. Notify the youth's parents, Guardian-Ad-Litem, county attorney and parent's attorney; 

and 
3. Determine the need for any medical attention. 

If the youth ran away from the placement, within the next business day, the CFS Specialist will 
discuss the reasons the youth ran from the placement. It is important to ask the youth what he / 
she was running from or to. To the extent possible, the CFS Specialist will work with the youth 
and / or placement to address identified reasons the youth ran from the placement. Additionally, 
the CFS Specialist should discuss what experiences the youth had while away. The CFS 
specialist will assess the youth to determine if the child is a possible sex trafficking victim by 
looking for the following signs while engaging the youth in discussion: 
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• Excess amounts of cash; 
• Sudden change in attire; 
• Youth is in possession of multiple hotel keys; 
• Youth shows signs of physical restraint or confinement; 
• Youth has a tattoo of dollar signs or a bar code; 
• Youth is unable to clarify where he I she is staying or living; 
• Youth discloses participation in any sexual acts in exchange for shelter, transportation, 

drugs, alcohol, money, food, safety of self, safety of family members, remaining in the 
country, education or any other item of value. 

If the CFS Specialist observes any of the above signs while working with a youth, or has any 
concern the youth may be involved in sex trafficking, the CFS Specialist will consult with the 
CFS Supervisor. The CFS Specialist will contact the Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline, share the 
information and concern the youth may be involved in a sex trafficking situation. The Hotline 
CFS Specialist will accept the report as a "Law Enforcement Only", unless there are allegations a 
parent or caretaker of the youth has involved the youth in sex trafficking and an Initial 
Assessment is necessary. The Hotline will immediately notify law enforcement. The CFS 
Specialist will document the concern, the consultation with the CFS Supervisor, the notification 
to law enforcement and any follow-up information received from law enforcement in N-FOCUS 
in the Consultation Point nalTative. 

I References: I 
Sex Trafficking: Sex trafficking of a minor means knowingly recruiting, enticing, harboring, 
transporting, providing, or obtaining by any means or knowingly attempting to recruit, entice, harbor, 
transport, provide, or obtain by any means a minor for the purpose of having such minor engage in 
commercial sexual activity, sexually explicit performance, or the production of pornography or to cause 
or attempt to cause a minor to engage in commercial sexual activity, sexually explicit performance, or the 
production of pornography. (Neb. Rev. Statute 28-801) 

Public Law 113-183, Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act. 
Neb. Rev. Statute 28-707 
Neb. Rev. Statute 28-801 
Neb. Rev. Statute 43-247 
Neb. Rev. Statute 43-248 
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