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Philosophy: 

The Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS) gathers information on child fatalities and near 
fatalities that are the result of child abuse or neglect. This information is used by DCFS to make 
improvements or changes to practice, policy or training to prevent a child death or near death in the 
future. Public access to a certain amount ofthis information is required by the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act to allow for accountability and public oversight in order to support improvements to 
the child protection system. 

I Procedure: 

Definitions: 

1. Near fatality is defined as an act that, as certified by a physician, places the child in serious or 
critical condition. 

2. Fatality means a death of a child caused by suspected abuse, neglect or maltreatment. 

Public Disclosure: 
Upon written request the Department will allow public disclosure of certain information when child abuse 
or neglect results in a child fatality or near fatality. 

Information Shared: Upon receipt of a written request for information related to a case where child abuse 
or neglect resulted in a fatality or near fatality the Central Office Program Specialist will provide the 
following information: 

1. The child's age and gender; 
2. The cause of and circumstances regarding the fatality or near fatality; 
3. Information describing any previous reports or child abuse or neglect investigations that are 

pertinent to the child abuse or neglect that lead to the fatality or near fatality; 
4. The result of the investigation(s); and 
5. The services provided by and actions of the Department on behalf of the child that are pertinent to 

the child abuse or neglect that led to the fatality or near fatality. 

No information will be provided on the child's siblings, or other children in the household. The information 
requested may be provided in the form of a summary or statement of findings. 



Exception to the Release of Information: The Department will not release information if releasing the 
information would: 

1. Harm the child or the child's family or jeopardize the safety or well-being of the child or 
child's family; 

2. Jeopardize a criminal investigation; 
3. Interfere with the protection of those who report child abuse or neglect; or 
4. Violate the confidentiality provisions of Title IV-B or IV-E of the Social Security Act, the 

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, or other applicable federal or Nebraska 
state law or regulation. 

References: 

Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) section 106(b)(2)(B)(x) 
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