
PROGRAM MEMO  
 

Program Memo:  Title 390, Protection and Safety #2 -2007 
 
To:   Holders of Title 390, Protection and Safety Workers,    
  Supervisors, Income Maintenance Workers, Administrators,   
  Service Area Administrators 
  
From:  Todd Reckling, Administrator, Office of Protection and Safety 
 
 
Signed by:  __________________________  
  Christine Z. Peterson, Acting Director, 
  Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Date:  ____________________ 
 
RE:  Identification, Notification and Access of Foreign National  
  Minors and Multiple National Minors/Minors Holding Dual  
  Citizenship 
 
Effective: Immediately 
 
Duration: Until regulation is revised 
 
Contact: Shirley Pickens White, Program Specialist, at (402) 471-9196 or at 

Shirley.pickenswhite@hhss.ne.gov  
 
Purpose: The purpose of this memorandum is to provide direction to field 
staff on their responsibilities when providing services and determining citizenship 
when there is reason to believe that the child is a foreign national minor or a 
minor holding dual citizenship 
 
LB1113, passed during the 2006 Legislative Session, directs Health and Human 
Services to provide a method of early identification of foreign national minors and 
minors holding dual citizenship in order to provide services that assures them all 
the protections afforded by all applicable treaties and laws.  
 
At the current time, the Department has an agreement with the Mexican 
Consulate (please refer to Program Memo #1-2006 for further details about this 
agreement).  Central Office is continuing the process of making contact with 
other Consulate Offices to develop additional agreements.  Future Program 
Memo’s will outline any specific agreements reached with other countries.  
 
This memo provides direction for situations in which the Mexican Consulate 
Agreement does not apply.  
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Definitions: For the purpose of this memo, the following definitions will apply: 
  
Foreign National Minors means: “any unmarried person who is under the age of 
eighteen and was born in a country other than the United States”. 
 
Multiple National Minors/Minors Holding Dual Citizenship means: “any unmarried 
person who is under the age of eighteen and who holds citizenship 
simultaneously in the United States and one other country”. 
 
Worker Responsibility: In situations in which the Mexican Consulate Agreement 
does not apply, Protection and Safety Workers will take the following steps when 
there is reason to believe that the youth in custody is a foreign national or a 
multiple national minor/minor holding dual citizenship  
 
1. Contact relatives and extended family members;  
2. Ask the parent or custodian if they have a birth certificate or a baptismal 

record for the child; 
3. Make inquiries of others who may have information about the child’s status 

such as service providers, medical staff, or school personnel;  
4. Provide a copy of the booklet, “Guide for Parents and Foster Parents-Walking 

your way through the Nebraska Juvenile Court Child Protection Process” to 
the child and the child’s parents or custodian, in both English and Spanish (if 
applicable); and   

5. Contact Shirley Pickens White, Program Specialist, at (402) 471-9196 or at  
Shirley.pickenswhite@hhss.ne.gov for further direction on how to get in touch 
with the appropriate Consulate Office.  

 
 

The booklet as specified in #4 above was developed by the Center for 
Children, Families and the Law and is available through them at the UNL 
Center for Children Families and the Law. The booklet explains the 
juvenile court process and the rights of children and parents or custodians 
in juvenile court.   
 
The booklet may be obtained at the following address, phone or fax at:  
121 S.13th. St, Suite 302, Lincoln, NE 68558-0227, (402)-472-3479; fax 
(402)-472-8412.  
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